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32 THE WIZARD Q&A: SAM RAIMI 


The “Spider-Man” director talks about his favorite scenes, 
the Green Goblin’s costume and the villains he couldn't use. 
By Mike Cotton 


HEROINE ADDICTION 


Wizarn sizes up the 10 greatest superheroines of all-time. 
By Mike Cotton & the Wizarp Staff 


QUIZ SHOW 


Wuzagp sifts through its mailbags to answer the biggest 
questions you've thrown at us! 
By Casey Seijas & the Wizarp Staff 


2002 PREVIEW 


4 23 sneak peek at this year’s hottest books, events and 
creators! Over 100 comics previewed! 
By the Wizarp Staff 


COVERS 


Wonder Woman of the JLA and Thor of the Avengers 
(left) were drawn by the legendary George Pérez and 
colored by Tom Smith. It's a glimpse of what's yet to come 
in the upcoming JUWAvengers crossover, which headlines 
‘our mammoth 2002 comics preview starting on page 56. 
The Spider-Man movie cover, featuring Tobey Maguire as 
the titular wall-crawler, was provided courtesy of Columbia 
Pictures/Sony Pictures Entertainment. Turn to page 32 for 
a fascinating interview with the film's director, Sam Raimi, 
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FEEL THE POWER OF 


Unleashing the 
power of the 
imagination in 
a spectacular 
creation that 
combines fine 
porcelain with 
genuine platinum, 
24 karat gold 
and a sparkling 
Austrian crystal. 


ragon Spell, the fifst.sculpture ever-created for The 
Dis Mint by world renowned fantasy-artisiMyles 

Pinkney. Painstakingly crafted of fine porcelain’ and 
meticulously painted by hand in a rich array of brilliant colors. 
As a final touch, a genuine Austrian crystal and accents of 24 
karat gold highlight the wizard’s staff and robe. The dragon’s 
talons, horns, wings and the shards on which the wizard 
stands gleam with accents of platinum. Just $295, payable in 
convenient monthly installments. 


Sculpture shown smaller than actual size of approximately 
11h" high x 10° wide, including base. 


THE FRANKLIN MINT 
Sharing Your Passion For Collecting 


The Franklin Mint Please mail by February 28, 2002. 
Franklin Center, PA 190 1 
Please enter my order for Dragon Spell, Myles Pinkney’s fir 
fet sculpture in fine porcelain, | need SEND NO MONEY NO} 
vill be billed for my sculpture in 5 equal monthly installments of $5: 
h, with the first payment due prior to shipment. Limit: one sculpture 
per collector. 


SIGNATURE — s 
“PLEAS 


CITY/STATE 


TELEPHONE # ( < = 
‘Quick Order #22802-20-001 


www.franklinmint.com 
AOL Keyword: Franklin Mint 


a this is one big mama preview. VICE PRESIDENT/EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Pat Prot I" MeCalion 
fesrect 


‘Wanna know what's ahead for your favorite book 

+ A a = Conmoghan 

in 2002? We've got it right here in our 2002 Mega- JERI SENIOR MANAGING EDITOR Je ersar”Taurla 
Preview. Over 20 pages long. Over 100 titles listed. We've AMM Recounts EDITORS ttre sf aye” 
dug deep to give you the goods, now all you’ve go to dois CONTRIBUTING EDITOR Jin “Mimi” Mctaachlia 


read it! Turn to page 56 to get started! ee te nn ee el 


Casey 
Despite the enormity of the 2002 Preview, we were able ESM SENIOR PRICE GUIDE EDITOR Jee ~angtor Naren 
: ASSISTANT PRICE GUIDE EDITOR Wat “Mag Sab 
to squeeze in some other cool features for ya. On page 50, — [ CowrpibUTINe PRICE GUIDE EDITOR fat “hunter” Mortal 
we jotted down some of our readers’ most frequently asked questions in comics TIVE ASSIST Bi 


and hunted down the answers. Then on page 32, we've got an exclusive, world 
premiere interview with Sam Raimi, director of the upcoming “Spider-Man” 
movie, where he provides insight into some fascinating behind-the-scenes 
information you won't read anywhere else! And because female characters in 
comics are now bigger than ever, we put together alist of the top 10 heroines 
ofall time (page 40). Let us know what you think! ‘GO0D DISTRACTION FROM PORK fey Spit mone cps at 

Before I forget, included in this issue's polybag is this year’s Fan Awards fj Mmu-silemesonpicrescon 
Ballot, and it's your chance to make your voice heard for your favorite comic Sr 
book projects and creators for the year 2001 (see page 83 for an explanation). 

Fill it out and mail yours off today! 

Oh, and by the way, because we packed this issue so tight with preview 
goodness, we had to cut out a regular department from this month's issue, We 
usually don't like doing this, and it'll return next month, but we decided to SALES 
make a li'l game out of it. Can you figure out which department it is? EET eRe 


SALES OPERATIONS DIRECTOR 
‘SALES DIRECTOR (West Coas) Pi 
MARAGER. 


ln WOMAN/THOR COVER foreign’ Gol odiad ge 
SPIDER-MAN MOVIE COVER Coury 


Happy New Year to all! 


Sincerely, 
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Gareb Shamus 


BY THE NUMBERS 
Statistics compiled in the making of this issue 
‘Average number of days in a Waro magazine production cycle 


Number of days in Wizaro #125's production cycle 


Number of times Staff Writer Mike Cotton donned a towel for a cape and a mask and 
ran amok through the office because he went temporarily insane 


Number of people who attended Wizaro’s first Novemberfest party 


ys, Number of times Managing Editor Mel Caylo said, 
“Wow! She's really hot!” at the party 


Number of times Mel actually approached a hot girl* 
Number of bohemian teenagers who crashed the party 


Number of bohemians who threatened to kill us 
CONVENTIONS, INC. 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Most amount of money Editor-in-Chief Pat McCallum $280 ‘SHOW MANAGER & SALES Brends Coot (B45) 268-8068 
was down at Wizaro's monthly poker game 


Number of days late the 2002 Preview was handed in 17 


Number of times Editor Brian Cunningham asked, 212 


<Q, How's the Preview going?” 
= Number of times Mike called Sam Raimi forthe Q&AS 


‘Average hour, Eastern Standard Time, the two spoke ~=la.m. 
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>> A NEW ORIGINAL MOVIE << 


Hn-lS vey ROM aN! 
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SATURDAY, JAN. ISTH AT 9P/8C on SCIFI 


een kinda quiet lately, ain't it? 
B It’s been a while since our beloved comic potentates 
were firing warning shots across each other’s broadsides— 
probably a year or so, when Joe Quesada was offering Todd 
McFarlane money outta his own pocket to do a Spider- 
Man/Spawn crossover project. Well, avast ye scurvy dogs, and 
prepare to be boarded! Looks like it’s cannonball time again 
on the high seas! Here are your first shots of the new year... 


Dear Jim, 

Over the past several months, it has become evident there are some 
interesting philosophical differences between Marvel Comics’ approach to the 
marketplace and CrossGeneration Comics’ approach 

It’s no secret that we each have uniquely different perspectives on issues 
such as creative freedom and compensation, retailer relations and product 


NOT TO BE USED AS A LIFE-SAVI 


ARE 


delivery responsibilities. Clearly, our individual viewpoints don't make either 
of us right or wrong. Now, | think it would be a lot of fun and extremely 
informative if Bill Jemas, the president of publishing for Marvel, and | could 
sit down in an open panel discussion at MegaCon 2002, in Orlando on 
February 22-24, and share our philosophies and implementation plans with 
fans, retailers and media alike. It would certainly result in greater awareness 
of the principles behind those issues noted above. 

As such, | have extended an invitation to Bill and Marvel's 
Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada to come to the show, offering to fly 
them down on our dime, | am hopeful that the advance notice of 
this invitation will provide them enough time to plan attending 

Now, | haven't heard back from Bill yet, but I'd like to extend 
an additional invitation to you to come to Florida and host this 
potential discussion, As someone who holds his passion for comics 
and his love of this industry above any potential brand affiliation, 
I think you'd be the perfect choice to help facilitate this 
discussion and keep it a positive, enlightening forum. Hope to 
hear from you soon, 


LETTER 


THESE 


Mark Alessi 
CEO and Publisher 
CrossGeneration Comics, Inc. 


— Sounds cool to me. Will there be food? Whaddya 


think, Bill? 
Dear Jim, 
ANOTHER FAN (Over the past 25 years, it has become evident there are some 
Le Astle interesting philosophical differences between my approach to 
NEIGHBORHOO-- basketball and Michael Jordan's approach 


It’s no secret that we each have uniquely different 
perspectives on issues such as foot speed, upper body strength 

CAE ON Tie ,) shooting accuracy and product endorsement opportunities 
HINGE! ‘Clearly, our individual viewpoints don't make either of us right 
‘or wrong, Now, | think it would be a lot of fun and e 
informative if Michael Jordan and | could play a game of o} 
‘one in my backyard, It would certainly result in greate 

of the principle of gravity. 

‘As such, | have extended an invitation to Michael ( 
‘one to Charles Barkley) to come to New Jersey, off 
them in on my dime, | am hopeful that this advan: 
provide them enough time to plan attending. 

Now, | haven't heard back from Michael yet, but '¢ 
extend an additional invitation to you to come over 
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ARE YOU IN CONTROL OF YOUR SHADOW? 


Don't be certain. At least, not until you meet Ari, a young boy from the village of Tenel who has lost 
control of his to the spirit of a 300 year old evil king. Now it's up to you to join him on a quest to help 
win it back. Along the way, solve puzzles, decipher mysterious clues and fight battles in a bizarre 


adventure that will test your wits, skill and make you question the proof of your own reality. 


Comic Mischief 


Mild Language 
Mild Violence 


OKAGE: Shadow King 2001 Sony Computer Entertainment inc. PlayStation” and the 'PS* Far 


OE 


shadow king 


www.scea.com 


coming up May 10-12 in Philadelphia. If 

B U | NY you're up for it, BII, we could run such an 

event there. Hell, Philly is close enough to 

. @ Dip you Noo Joizey that you’d even have home-court 

C) GUYSH JUST advantage, and it’s close enough where I 

would graciously offer to pick you up and 

chauffeur your happy ass there. Keep those 
dates open, huh? 

And if that don’t work, Mark Alessi has a 
basketball court in his back yard, too. Maybe 
you guys could play some one-on-one? Just 
call your own fouls, okay? 


Dear Jim, 
Just saw Barry Bonds hit home run No. 73. 
I bet Todd McFarlane could use that $1,100 I offered 
him now! 
Joe Quesada 
Editor-in-Chief, Marvel Comics 


James, 
Remember the sound effect thing you were talking about in the WizARO 
letters column? Well, | remember seeing your favorite sound effect, 
*Zugzwang!,” in an old issue of Fantastic Four. You're not going to believe this— 
it seems “zugzwang” is a real word! It means “course-forced,” and it's a 
common chess term. 

I've been playing a lot of chess with a guy at work lately, and | started read- 
ing books on chess strategy. “Zugzwang” describes what happens when you 
are in check and you are forced to make a move. It can also apply to when 
your opponent has developed such a strong position that you are forced to 
move pieces you don't want to. 

Now I gotta find that old FF. 


Nah. Todd McFarlane—who spent $3 million 
on Mark McGwire's 70th home run ball— 
needs more money like Mariah Carey needs 
“Glitter 2.” 


Dear Wizaro, 

As regards Don Hambrock’s letter in Wizaro #122 in 
which he said he couldn't let his kids read the comic 
titles today he read as a youth, | wish Don would have 
specified which titles 

I've been reading comics since the '70s and | can't 
think of ANY books still being published since then 
that | wouldn't let my boy read now. 

Let's see, we have: Archie, Batman, X-Men, Amazing 
Spider-Man, Incredible Hulk, Daredevil, Flash, Scooby-Doo, 
Wonder Woman, Superman, Avengers, Looney Toons, 
Coptain America and so on. | can't see how any of these 
titles today could be considered offensive 

Now 100 Bullets, The Crusades, the new Marvel 
MAX line and so on are definitely not for kids, but 
they're all new. There are more books out now that 
were not available when he and I were kids that are cool 
for kids now. He should check out DC Comics’ 
Powerpuff Girls and Dexter's Laboratory, for example. 

The comics industry is the best it has ever been in my opinion, 
and just one of the many reasons | feel this way is the variety. 


Eric Callen 
Kittanning, PA 


John B. Seals 
Minneapolis, MN 


Let your search cease! Fantastic Four (vol. 1) #157, both writ- 
ten and edited by Rascally Roy Thomas, contains the 
onomatopoeia in question, It’s there as big as day on page 15. 
And technically speaking, it isn’t a sound effect—it’s a chapter 
header. That means the Jim McLauchlin Award for Best Sound 
Effect goes to...“FWA-WHA-WHA-BWOM!” from Iron Man 
(v. 1) #132! The effect would like to thank the Academy, and all 
the little people that helped it along the way. 


et 


‘As someone who holds his passion for food and his love of basketball 
above any team affiliation, please don’t embarrass me in front of Air 
Jordan and Sir Charles. 

By the way, the game is scheduled for Feb. 22-24. Hope you can 
keep your calendar clear. i 


Bill Jemas 


President, Marvel Comics : Hear, hear! There’s a vocal minority of very loud comic 


“fans” who love to talk about how “the industry is 
dying,” but try this little factoid on for size: 

Each and every month, there are at least 300 new 
comics that come out. That means if you are a comic 
fan, you can read 10 NEW COMICS A DAY EVERY DAY 
FOR THE REST OF YOUR LIFE! 

Now I don’t know about you, but between work, play, 
binge drinking, and llama wrestling, I just don’t have 


Burger? I would be in, but I’m already booked for 
Orlando the weekend of Feb. 22-24. Give my regards 
to His Airness, and FedEx me one with ketchup and 
mustard, medium rare, please. 

Hey, here’s an idea: Wizarp has a con all its own 


a particular book or editor, Power tothe people! 
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enough hours in my day to do all that 
reading. Think about it: There are 
more new comics coming out than I'll 
ever be able to read. 

“Dying,” my ass. 


Hola Jim, 
V'm a manga fanatico and I'm glad Marvel will 
produce a series of manga-styled books in 
January. | can't wait to see the manga versions 
of Spider-Man and the X-Men. But | have a 
few questions: 
1) Which Marvel or DC character does 
‘Adam Warren like the most? 
2) Are we ever going to see a Marvel vs. 
Capcom comic book? 
Roberto Javier Cintron 
Villa Fontana, Puerto Rico 


1) There’s no doubt. “I was a huge 
Fantastic Four fan as a kid,” says 
American manga master Adam 
Warren, And lucky you, you'll get to 
see Warren’s version of the Megascale 
Metatalent Response Team in Marvel 
Mangaverse: Fantastic Four during 
Marvel's January manga event. And 
maybe even more. “That’s just the 
weird manga version,” Warren says. 
“J wouldn’t mind tackling the real 
FF sometime.” 

2) Probably not. When Marvel and 
Capcom were doing business, 
Marvel was in bankruptcy. Many 
Marvel/ Capcom products got done, 
but many more did not. A comic fell 
by the wayside. 


Dear Wizarp, 

| love Kevin Smith as much as the next guy. 
Well, | probably love him more. But that’s 
not the point. 

The point is, as much as | love Smith's work, 
found a statement of his in Wizaro #121 a bit 
off. He says of writing comics, “If I'm gonna do 
it, it has to be a challenge, Black Cat? That's a 
challenge to make that book sell.” 

For Kevin Smith, this statement just isn’t 
true. | believe that no matter what Kevin 


works on, it'll be big. Hell, he could write a new NFL SuperPro and 

it would sell, All I'm trying to say is that it would be a challenge to 

make Black Cat sell for Joe Average comic writer, but not for Kevin 
Smith, Can anything he does be called a “challenge”? 

K. Rian Miller Il 

Union Bridge, MD 


Smith thinks so. “Can you name the last time a comic 


with a female lead took the top spot on the sales chart?” 


‘CRUSADE COMKSS 
83S. Mah Steet 
Sagi, HY 11782 
Ema: shiruade@olcam 


Orange County, 


Convention 
Center 


Orlando 2002 


Florida 


February 22 - 24 
Special guest of honor 


KevingSmaith 


Kevin film writer/director 
(Jay & Silent Bob Strike Back) & comic 
book writer (Green Arrow, Daredevil) 


GUEST ARTISTS INCLUD: 


Sergio Aragonés*, George Pérez, Matt Wagner*, Greg Land, 
Brian Michael Bendis*, Barry Windsor-Smith, Butch Guice*, 
Mike Avon Oeming*, Ande Parks*, Mark Wald, Phil Hester*, 
Joseph Michael Linsner, Bernie Wrightson, Greg Rucka*, 
David Mack*, Carmine Infantino*, John Romita, Sr. 
plus many more... * First MegaCon appearance 


Many media guests including: 
WWF MTV Reality Show's - Al Snow* 
(Friday & Saturday only) 
Farscape's -Virginia Hey* 
Angel's - Andy Hallett* 
plus many more... 


®® fe13%691"1702 ext-149 
iwwwimegaconvention.com 


; Smith asks. “It'd be nice to move that many Black Cat 
#1s. That’s my challenge.” 
Tough trick to pull. We'll see what happens. 


Dear Jim, 

I recently purchased some old Silver Age Supermans to add to my 
collection. To my surprise as | was reading two of them, | discov- 
ered a similarity which instantly got my attention. In Superman (vol. 
1) #199 (the famous Superman vs. Flash race), | found that the race 


1700 Broadway 
Nw Yor, WY 10018 1115 roadway, th Flor 
vw decoiescom ie Yor, WY 10010 


mvewvamgireta.com 


february 2002 @ 


took place on June 10, and in Superman Annual #1, the Man of Stee! 

was writing an entry in his diary with the same date, June 10. 
‘You might be wondering what that means to me and why | 

am so intrigued, but that is my birthday, and being a Superman 

fan, | found this extremely exciting. 

Is June 10th a significant date in Superman history? Or is it 

just coincidence? 


“Three cheers for Marvel and all the creators involved in the Heroes book. Several pages 


‘brought tears to my eyes. Great job, guys.” 
—Paul DeBetta, Albany, NY 


Javier Galindo 


“Please ask DC why the hell they do thase damn fifth week events. They do nothing more superboy2216@aol.com 


‘than interrupt the ongoing series we all love.” 


at jo) 102: 1. 
Re eee F ot even Superman tberlord Mike Caslin or comics 


historian-to-the-Nth-degree Mark Waid could shed any 
light on June 10. But I’d wager there’s something to it, 
even though “something” might be lost to the mists of 
time. Old-timey comics creators often picked dates with 
a reason—such as DC editor E. Nelson Bridwell estab- 
lishing September 22 as Supergirl’s birthday. It just 
happened to be Bridwell’s, too. 


“mm with Mike MeCullough, who wrate in to Wizsao #123 to show his disgust at 
‘Aquaman’ imminent return, Aquaman should stay dead” 
—Lee Rosen, New York, NY 


“First Marvel ditched Captain America's “A” Now Ultimate Captain America has no 
wings, Can't they ust leave well enough alone?” 
—Bob Reynolds, Seattle, WA 


Dear Wizaro, 

1) We've seen John Romita Jr.'s amazing art plastered all over Marvel 
Comics for decades, But if he were to go off to another publisher 
(let's say DC), what would he like to do? 

2) Joe Madureira has said that he'd love to do more 
Spider-Man, and he did a killer Spidey story in Uncanny X-Men #346. 
Any chance we might see him do an issue of Spider-Man's 
Tangled Web? 


Looks ike nostalgia runeth over With DC bringing back Gren Arrow and Hawkman, 
‘can even Brother Power. the Geek be far behind?” 
—Bennett Leeman, Valdosta, GA 


“The new ‘adults only’ Marvel MAX Nick Fury is a heartless, soulless, disgusting racist. 
Thanks, but no thanks,” 


—Albert Reddings, Washington DC 


Jeff Scharer 


“Hmmm. Apolio and the Midnighter in freefall with a conspicuous ‘69’ in the background Beausejur, Manitoba, Canada 


[Video Game Stuff’ Weaso #123) Coincidence? | think nat.” 
—Jason Archimedes, Ann Arbor, MI 


1) Batman. “I couldn't do Superman,” Romita says. “He's 
too perfect, too impervious. But Batman is more of a 
fallen character. And he can get beat up.” 

John Jr. has already taken a poke at Bats in 
the Batman/Punisher crossover. That, when 
combined with his Thorion of the New Asgods 
Amalgam Comics one-shot and his DC/Marvel 
Crossover Classics cover, represents his only not- 
strictly-Marvel work. 

2) Maybe. “I’ve talked to Marvel about it, and they 
seem excited about the prospect, so it’s only a matter of 
time,” Madureira says. But don’t expect that time to be 
soon, “Right now, my focus is on Battle Chasers, and that’s 
all I'm committed to for the foreseeable future,” he says. 


"| thank God, pia, and whatever else | can that Marvel got tired of 
being afraid and is doing daring deeds once again with its MAX ine.” 
—Joel Cummings, Chicago, IL 


“John Romita Je? That guy draws POWER and the Hulk is power. 
Its good to see he'l be drawing Incredible Hulk again.” 
—Jesse Arnold, Melbourne, FL. 


['The Fab Five’ in Wizaro #123) is really Tony Millionaire, | will eat / 
a sock monkey.” 
—Carlin Mitchell, Minneapolis, MN 


~ 


“fm no movie expert, but | know James Cameron kicks 
ASS! If he makes that ‘Fathom’ movie [Wuzaro #123), 
‘il be first in line to get tickets.” 

—Mike McClure, Milwaukee, WI 


Mr. McLauchlin, 

I've been a comics junkie for the better part of 30 years, but 
\. one comics event still perplexes me—Marvel’s original Contest 
. of Champions mini-series. 

Weeall know the premise: Teams of heroes battling for 

either the Grandmaster or Death, with the contest seem- 

y ingly ending in a 2-2 tie. However, the Grandmaster is 

declared the winner? I've studied these books harder than any- 

thing that| ever worked on in grad school, but | stil can’t see which 

“What's ths costume the White Queen is wearing these part of the plot | missed to explain this botched ending, Please help. 
days? And how does it stay on her?” \ ‘ I need closure! 

—Baron Gibson, Los Angeles, CA Vern Weygandt 

vw5@mail.com 


“Just in case therels someone out there not yet 

reating 100 Bullets; Read 100 Bullets” 
—Pansar Tahansalam, 

Costa Mesa, CA 


ANNOUNCING... 


THE NEWEST CONCEPT IN 
SUPER-HUMAN SERVICES! 
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ing BATMAN 
THE FLASH 


EXPLODING INTO STORES THIS ahh 
IN SEVEN SPECIALS ALL WRITTEN BY KU 
WITH ART BY KEITH GIFFEN & AL MILGROM, Matt HALEY & Kart ae 
Jor STATON & CuristiAn ALAMY, DAN JURGENS & Bos LAYTON, 
Ramon BACHS & Rau. FERNANDEZ, Mark BAGLEY, MARK FARMER & 
Kerrh CHAMPAGNE Anp Kieron DWYER. 
Covers By Tom GRUMMETT anp Micnaet BAIR 


GRAND 
OPENING 
of the monthly series 
this February in 
THE POWER 
COMPANY #1 
by Kurr BUSIEK, 
Tom GRUMMETT & 
Wabe von GRAWBADGER 


Featuring SUPERBOY 


ne 
DC COMICS 


for your nearest comics shop. dccomics.com 


Call 1-888-COMIC BOOK 


BATGIAL 
Ae ey 
The mega-talented creator of this month's best envelope takes home a Bato: Knight 
‘Alone trade paperback, courtesy of DC Comics and DC Direct. DC isso coo for donat- 
ing their stuff to us, we owe them bigger than Batgirl owes Barbara Gordon for ll thase 
speech lessons she's givin! Artists: Please include a clearly printed retum address and 
a list of characters depicted on the back ofthe envelope, 


AND CRAFTS 


ARTS 


HOBGOBLIN, George Patsouras, Astoria, NY 


Ep wizard #125 


The only answer? Bad math. 
Someone at Marvel couldn’t count 
to three, and editor Tom DeFalco 
admitted as much in his intro to The 
Contest of Champions trade paper- 
back collection. But the funny part 
is that when the series was done and 
printed, unhappy Marvel Editor-in- 
Chief Jim Shooter noticed the goof 
and went to DeFalco and co-editor 
Mark Gruenwald for an explana- 
tion. Gruenwald, quick on the 
uptake, said that the mistake was 
made intentionally to set up a 
sequel. That sequel wound up in the 
1987 Avengers Annuals. 


Wizarp, 
Wouldn't it be cool if Detective Comics 
dropped that current inferior logo and 
brought back the classic original cover logo? 
Wouldn't it be cool if J. Michael 
Straczynski wrote the script for a “Spider- 
Man 2” movie? 
Wouldn't it be cool if Archie and Friends 
Starring Josie and the Pussycats had funnier, 
edgier, more “rock-'n'-roll” storylines? 


Kieth Stanson 
Los Angeles, CA 


You had me going until that whole 
“Josie” thing. 


Dear Wizarp, 
A full run of Secret Wars II just sold online 
for $1.55, How should | interpret this? 
Brendan Walsh 
Chicago, IL 


Very simply: Things sell for exactly 
what they are worth. 

That's it! It’s been a hoot and a 
holler, and we'll do it again next 
month. Until then, I remain... 


GEE 


—Jim McLauchlin 


were a hand puppet 
ould be a storybook prir 
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e's revived the JSA, reincarnated Hawkman and 
put Flash on the fast track—now Geoff Johns is 
set to reinvigorate Earth's Mightiest Heroes. 

With July’s issue #56, Johns will take over the reins 
of Marvel's Avengers from outgoing 
writer Kurt Busiek, who wrote all 
but three issues of the title since 
it relaunched in the fall of 1997. 

Johns, who admitted he’s so 
excited about the series that he’s 
already plotted his first five-issue sto- 
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with all the big Marvel characters,” 
: siastically. 


: ryarc and scripted the first two parts, said writing the Avengers 
} is like letting a kid loose in the world’s best toy store. 


“I'm really psyched about this. I can’t wait to play 
Johns said enthu- 
“These are Marvel's ultimate heroes.” 
Busiek, who will write DC’s upcoming Power Company 
series as well as continue work on Marvel's Defenders and 
the JLA/Avengers mini-series planned for win- 
ter 2002, said he thought the huge “Kang” 
storyline in the series now was a perfect 
place for him to end his 52-issue run. 
“T've been on the book for a while 
now, and what with over four years of 
monthly issues—five of them double- 
sized—several annuals, a #0 issue and 
Avengers Forever, I've piled up a pretty 
respectable stack of Avengers comics 
and worked with a terrific group of artists,” 
Busiek explained, “But I think I've said most 
of what I have to say about the team, at least for 


stage before people get tired of me. And this big 
Kang epic seemed like a good and logical place to 
wrap things up and call it a day. 

“But making Avengers the book | always thought 
it should be, and having the audience respond to it, 
having them get as excited about it as I was...that's 
a great memory that'll never go away.” 

While Johns wanted to keep most of his plans for the 
Avengerstitle secret until he officially takes over in July, 
the writer stated one of the main themes running through 
the book would revolve around the faith the world puts 
in Marvel's most prominent superteam. 

“The title’s really going to be about trust— 
about how everyone, from individuals to entire 
governments trust the Avengers,” Johns said. 
“The Fantastic Four’s too small, they're an argu- 
ing family and the X-Men aren't trusted...but 
when everything goes to sh--, everyone calls 
the Avengers. Everyone trusts them. I want 
to explore how people trust the team and 
how the members trust each other. In my 
first arc, there's actually a big problem 
and when Namor needs help, he turns 
to the Avengers. There's no one else a 
king trusts that much.” 


THREE’S A CROWD That's why the Thunder God must go! N 
Avengers writer Geoff Johns says Thor won't be on the team for his run, 


but newcomers Black Panther and Falcon wil definitely be joining 


‘SPIDER-MAN: BLUE’ 
SA EXPANSION ....... 
DY DEATH’S NEW LOOK .. = 


“Pim eeally psyched about this. 
I can’t wait to play with all the 
big Marvel characters. These are 
Marvel’s ultimate heroes.” 
—Geoff Johns, on writing Avengers 


While Johns said there would be a number of changes ; 


in the Avengers’ roster, he'd only reveal that Falcon and Black 
Panther would join the squad his first issue. Current members 
Captain America, Scarlet Witch and Hank Pym will all stick 
around, according to Johns. 

“[really dig writing Captain America, but after writing the 
first script I found Scarlet Witch to be a lot of fun," Johns said. 
“And I'll guarantee Hank Pym’s mental problems are gone for- 
ever. As far as I'm concerned, he’s a hero from here on out.” 

Johns said he’s also excited about working with Kieron 
Dwyer, who took over penciling the Avengers as of Novem- 
ber's issue #48. 

“| don’t think everyone knows how good Kieron is,” Johns 
said. “People always use the term storyteller when they're 
talking about an artist who they don't think is lashy...it's kind 
of like saying a fat girl has a good personality. I think he’s a 


great storyteller and has a very stylized art that’s going to help 
this book a lot.” 

Another thing that concerns Johns about taking over the 
book is the choice of villains. Johns insists he doesn’t want to 
retread over villains like Ultron and Kang, who Johns felt 
Busiek handled so magnificently during his run on the series. 
Instead Johns said he'll focus on revamping a few older vil- 
lains and creating new threats for Earth's Mightiest Heroes. 

“Sometime down the line I'm going to revamp the 
Zodiac,” Johns revealed. “There's a few others I'd like to 
bring back and update too, but we'll be coming up with 
a lot of new threats before that. We're looking for those few 
major Avengers’ villains or villains that have potential— 
we'll update those a bit like we did in Flash or JSA. There's 
even a classic villain behind the mess in the first big 
storyarc I’m planning.” Ill MIKE COTTON 


ASSEMBLYREQUIRED 


The absolute soul of this team 

ied back in Avengers (vol. 1) #16, 
Hawkeye’s got close to 40 years of history with 
this franchise, Forget what you read in 
Thunderbolts-Hawkeye's an Avenger, through 
and through! 


With Thor stuck ruling Asgard (see 
recent issues of Thor), the Avengers need a 
godly presence—Herk has always been a solid 
addition, and his fun-loving attitude brings a 
lot of spark to Earth's Mightiest Heroes. 


THE AVENGERS WE WANNA SEE! 


T 57 Let’s face it-Hank McCoy's a ter- 
rible X-Man. He’s not doin’ squat with his 
mutant pals, but his joining the Avengers would 
go a long way to improving human-mutant 
relations! 


NAMOR An Avenger for just a short time, Namor 
worked well with some members (Captain 
America) and clashed with others (Hercules), 
making him a dynamic presence on the team. 
‘And what else is he doin’ these days? 


Welcome to the Avengers fold, Geoff Johns. Now bring back our favorite characters! 
Johns already announced that readers would be seeing former members the Falcon and Black Panther coming back to the 
team during his tenure, but we've got some other faves we wanna see return! Here’s a list! 


A She didn't start out as the best Avenger, 
but she grew into her own as part of the West 
Coast squad. Plus, we loved those scenes 
where she'd give herself a tongue bath! 


4ULK He helped found the team for cryin’ 
out loud, but he only stuck around for one ish— 
he deserves a shot! He's the most powerful 
hero in the Marvel Universe; he should be on 
the most powerful team! 


S OX Hey, a guy who possesses a 
pleasure power will always have a place on a 
team with hotties like Wasp, Warbird and 
Scarlet Witch. 


[VIAN He's got all those great pow... His 
costume’s really co... He's been the back- 
bone of the team since... Aww, forget it; who 
are we tryin’ to kid? Ml ANDY SERWIN 
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¥ ON MTV? Hot on the heels of the “Spider-Man” movie next 
May, we may see an CGl-animated “Spider-Man” series debuting on 
MTV. Rumors point to Ultimate Spider-Man scribe Brian Michael Bendis 
ly candidate to write the show. 
1 SLAYER Marvel Films is the hot place to work 
right now and insiders indi- 
cated “Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer” creator Joss 
Whedon has been tapped 
to write and possibly 
direct Iron Man's feature 
film debut. 
WAID GOODBYE After 
ayear at CrossGen, Mark 
Waid will reportedly be 
leaving when his contract 
‘expires on Jan. 1, 2001. Waid 
will continue to write Ruse as a free- 
lance assignment for the publisher. 
Rumors also claim he'll be taking over 
Marvel's ieee fare artist Mike 


LAST 


Kiypton, is close to being completed and could 
‘see print at DC as early as summer 2002. 

J, MAGNANIMOUS STRACZYNSKI Writer J. Michael Straczyn- 
ski has donated his pay for Amazing Spider-Man #36-the issue that 
deals with terrorist attacks on the Twin Towers-to Sept. 11-related char- 
ities. He's also donating his royalty from a special run of Dynamic Forces’ 
Top Cow Universe trading cards to charity. 

TS, E The race for top-selling comic of the year 


Batman: The 10-Cent Adventure hits stores on Jan. 
2, and speculation is that with its low, low cover price and custom ver- 
sions specialized for retailers that order 10,000 or more copies, the book 
may be the best-selling comic since the early 1990s. 


may be ove 


MORE D R MAX The success of the mature MAX line has 
convinced Marvel to produce a Deathlok mini-series next year. 
Reportedly, the series will see the second Deathlok reactivated in a post- 
apocalyptic world where he must protect one innocent boy. 

COLOR BLIND Jeph Loeb and Tim Sale's Spider-Man: Blue mini-series 
won't be the last Marvel project the two work on. Sources indicate the 
‘two are also planning a Hulk: Gray mini as well as a Captain America: 
‘White series in addition to a Batman/Superman mini-series for DC Comics. 
The duo has reportedly not decided which project would be next. 
AREY-ING ON Hellblazer writer Brian Azzarello will reportedly leave 
the title in the next eight months with Lucifer writer Mike Carey slated 
to take over the writing chores of the series, 

T T 'S! Chaos! Comics may allow several high-profile cre- 
ators to “reimagine” several Chaos! icons, such as Lady Death and Evil 
Emie, through a series of one-shots. Rumors swirl around names like Chris 
Claremont and Marc Silvestri. The company is also reportedly interested 
in doing a Lady Death/The Crow crossover sometime in late 2002. 

0 JOE Joe Kelly (Action Comics, JLA) reportedly wants to 
branch out from his usual superhero writing with plans fora mature-reader 
Vertigo title that will see him flexing his muscles in comic fiction. 

5 LIFE’ Making in-roads to the mainstream, Marvel 
has reportedly signed a deal with Boy's Life magainze to run a Brian 

Michael Bendis-penned Ultimate Spider-Man strip in each issue. 
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jwo women to worry about. Two lives to keep straight. 
It's enough to even give a superhero the blues. Get 
ready for Spider-Man: Blue. 

The creative duo of writer 
Jeph Loeb and artist Tim Sale, 
who've produced hits like 
Batman: Dark Victory and 

Superman: For All Seasons for 
DC Comics as well as Dare- 
devil: Yellow for Marvel, take 
ona young Spider-Man with 
Spider-Man: Blue in May 2002. 

The six-issue mini-series 
will focus on the time between 
Amazing Spider-Man #38-#60 
from 1966-68, which saw 
Peter Parker's future wife [iy 
Mary Jane Watson make her 
first appearance and a host of major villains wrecking 
Spider-Man's life, according to Loeb. 

“There will definitely be the villains of that period and 
if you go back and look you'll find some great ones,” Loeb 
revealed. “I can promise Green Goblin definitely. I want 
to see Tim draw the Rhino. It wouldn't surprise me if 
Vulture and Kraven show up, too.” 

Loeb also said there should be no confusion over the title 
of the series, which does not refer to the blue in 
Spider-Man's costume. 

“It's blue as in sad, as in jazz music, as in blue in love," 
explained Loeb. MMC 


TIM SALE'S SPIDER-MAN 


THE SOARING SAURIANS 


jhe Saurians burst out 


of the pages of Sigil 

and straight into a mile- 
stone: the first-ever 
CrossGen mini-series. 

Saurians: Unnatural 
Selection, a two-issue mini- 
series by Mark Waid with 
art by Andrea Di Vito and 
Rob Hunter, takes the 
aliens out of the confines of 
the monthly Sigil and gives 
them a chance to shine on 
their own. The first issue 
hits stands in January. 
“Frankly, we weren't UWL “UNNATURAL ‘SELECTION 
getting enough screen time with the Saurians in Sigil,” 
said series writer Waid. “They're not the stars of that book, 
but they have a fascinating story that needed to be told.” 

That “fascinating story” focuses on the genesis of the 
Human/Saurian war in the first issue, while the second 
issue examines the effect that contact with humans has had 
on Saurian society. But you needn't be a fan of Sigil—or 
even familiar with it—to enjoy this particular tale. 

“In keeping with the CrossGen commitment, this series 
stands perfectly well on its own,” Waid said. MADAM PATYK 


CAP, WOLVERINE COMBINE MUSCLE 


Ww: stronger—adamantium 
claws or an indestructible shield? 

Fanboys will find out in April in 
Wolverine/Captain America: The Con- 
tingency, a four-issue mini-series written 
by R.A. Jones (The Protectors) with art 
by Tom Derenick (X-Men: Black Sun). 
The two vastly different heroes won't be 


Contingency, rogue agents from the : 


S.H.LE.L.D. spy organization. These 
renegades have stolen advanced hard- 
ware from the bird-like aliens known as 
the Shi’ar, and the heroes must find out 
why before stopping their diabolical 
plans. Although it’s a team-up, don't 
expect the two main characters to 


cool in combat—while Wolvie has more 
ofa berserker attitude.” 

Drawing this heroic pairing was a 
dream come true for up-and-coming 
artist Derenick, who helped come up 
with the original story idea. 

“It's not a throwaway story where 
the two team up for the heck of it," 


Derenick promises. “This story sets up 
something for the future which could 
be very nasty if Marvel wants to run 
with it.” AP 


going head-to-head ina slugfest—they'll ? 
be combining their might to battle the 


bad guys. 
Cap and Wolvie face off against the 


RIEBER 
LIKES LARA 


new adventurer will soon be 
plumbing the depths of ancient 
tombs: writer John Ney Rieber. 

The former Books of Magic and 
soon-to-be Captain America scribe 
writes Top Cow Productions’ Tomb 
Raider with #21 in May 2002. Rieber 
joins former Witchblade artist Randy 
Green, who pencils a six-issue arc. Out- 
going writer Dan Jurgens will write a 
Tomb Raider mini-series in 2002. 

Rieber's version of Lara Croft will be 
a bit more fun. “We've had the sense 
that she’s been driven to take the risks 
she does, to forget the deaths of her par- 
ents and her fiancée,” Rieber said. “But 
Iwant Lara to do what she does because 
she gets off onit. She's gota wild streak 
the size of the Amazon running through 
her. I want to let her enjoy that.” 

Lara will also exhibit a snootful of atti- 
tude. “‘She seems more British now,” 
Rieber said. “The Brits have a fascinating 
heritage of eccentrics, people who lived 
tosuit only themselves. Isee Lara Croft 
Has being absolutely of that tribe.” 

Survival tactics start 
with the six-part “Path of 
the Tiger” arc, a story 
featuring Lara in the 
Himalayas on the trail 
~ ofa thief who’s 
Ja little more 
than human. 
JIM McLAUCHLIN 


always agree. 

“We will see them bang heads a lit- 
tle in the course of the story," said Jones. 
‘After all, Cap is the type to keep his ! 
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away on Now. 6, 2001 after a long bate wih Parkin- 
son's disease, He was 67 years old. Morrow was 
perhaps most famous for his many science-fiction 
neck deter tees 


Lapham 

~in January with #23, a tale of Virginia Applejack 
and Spanish Scot Lapham put he tte on hiatus 
in 2001, as he wrote and drew the dark mystery 


of DC's other 60th sue ce 
ewe sof 


ler ‘in 8 tight spot as the 


fi Kickoff to the “Bruce 
storyline, 


5 Universe #3 
ioe the fate of character Jacki Estcad fl 
lowing his death in Darkness #40. “Universe #3 
Bea ep coe Ten Con candy ss hc 

taca Ee eran ave Oi 


DARK HORSE FILLS IN 
THE ‘BUFFY’ GAPS 


f you think being a vampire slayer’s 
hard, try being one of her friends. 
Anumber of new projects slated for 

spring 2002 revolving around the “Buffy 

the Vampire Slayer” television series 
focus solely on the Scoobies, Buffy's 
close-knit support system. 

According to Buffy editor Scott Allie, 
issues #43-#47 of the ongoing series con- 
tains an arc titled “147 Days,” focusing on 
how the Scoobies protect Buffy’s old turf 
for the 147 days of summer the vampire 
slayer was presumed dead. 

An additional one-shot by Fabian Nicieza and Cliff Richards titled “Lost 
and Found” tells the tale of a grief demon that haunts the team after Buffy's 
apparent death at the end of the 200] television season. 

“| think a lot of times the show does a great job of showing the characters change 
and make these life-changing decisions,” explained Allie. “The decision to bring 
Buffy back, since it happened over the summer, we never saw. So basically we're 
going to fill in that summer gap. The season premiere of the show always implies a 
lot of stuff happened over the summer and this is the first time we're really getting 
to mess with what happened in that time.” 

Also in the works is a one-shot by “Buffy” television writer Jane Espenson, 
tentatively titled “Reunion.” While "Buffy" creator Joss Whedon wants to keep 
the details of the first meeting between Buffy and long-time vampire flame 
Angel after her death a secret, Espenson will show four different versions of what 
might have happened through the eyes of the cast. 

“Basically, it'll all be conjecture by four characters talking about what 
they think happened at this secret meeting,” said Allie, “None of it will be 
in-continuity for the show but it’s four versions of what might have 
happened.” MMC 


‘No one loves comics like Wizaao and here are some cool things we read or saw this month, 


RUSE #1 (CrossGen) What do you get when you cross a Sherlock Holmes-style super-detective 
with the intrigue behind the CrossGen sigil? You get Ruse, the action-packed, mystery-laden title by 
Mark Waid and Butch Guice that serves up something which comic fans haven't seen in a while-a 
‘unique premise! 

‘LAST LAUGH’ COVERS (DC Comics) OC drew upon some of the mast respected talents in 
the biz, like Jim Lee, Tim Sale, Walt Simonson, Bill Sienkiewicz and Brian Bolland, to do all the cov- 
ers for this crossover-and the results rock! Some of DC's best covers in a 
‘ong while came outta this event, and it's awesome to see these superstars 
‘work on characters they haven't worked on before, like Lee on Flash, Sale 
on JSA and Sienkiewicz on Rabin. 

ULTIMATE GWEN STACY (Marvel) ina stroke of briliance, writer Brian 
Michael Bendis stunned fans with role reversal when he portrayed Gwen 
Stacy as a bad-ass, sexy rocker in the pages of Ultimate Spider-Man-all 
we can say is “keep on rockin’!” 

SUPERMAN #176 (OC Comics) When a Superman has got super- 
problems, there’s only one place for him to tum-therapy! Yep, the Man of 
Steel sits down for a session with superhero head-shrinker Claire Foster, 
an idea we love! Look how much drama “The Sopranos” gets out of the doctor-client relationship! 

‘CABLE’ (Marvel) New writer David Tischman and artist Igor Kordey have taken Cable from being 
just another spinoff X-book and made it an interesting read every month focusing on world politics. 
By moving Cable out of the world of superheroes and into the world of terrorist cells, the book's become 
@ perfect example of comic art imitating real life, 


#1 eH9~ a} 2 Issues! 2 Villans! 2 Much! 
ULTIMATE MARVEL TEAM-UP. #13 = Deel @ Dr. Ir. Strange! By | Bendis aM Cee 


= www.marvel.com 


“My posse’s getting big, my posse’s getting bigger!” JSA co-writers Geoff Johns 


and David S. Goyer may not be rap fans, but Johns recently confirmed that the JSA 
roster could expand by as many as five members, which would make the team larger 
than three Brady Bunches! Here's WIZARD’s take on some possible candidates! 


This team needs the power and experience of the 
Big Red Cheese, and his old “pal” Black Adam's 
already hanging around the team. It's a perfect 
opportunity for C.M. to spy on his reformed foe. 


“Captain Marvel 


Jade, a founder of Infinity, Inc., doesn't do much 5-1 
but stand and pose in Green Lantern. This could 

be a chance to make her a player-and she could 

serve on the same team as her father, Sentinel, 


Another legacy from the good old’ days, Power 5-1 
Gir’s not doin’ much lately except for brief cameos 

in Birds of Prey. And heck, the more muscle you 

can add to any super-team, the better! 


Power Girl 


The original Spectre was a founding member of the 15-1 
JSA and served with distinction for years, But with 

A Hal Jordan as the new ghost in green, who knows, 

A. if the team would want a guy who once tried to 

Ped esvake the universe? 
The Spectre 


The Earth-2 version of the Huntress was a mem- tol 


ber of the original Justice Society, so there’s a 
legacy here. Plus, there’s too many members of the 
Bat-Family to get face time in those books, so 
why not have Huntress join the JSA? 


His roots in the JSA run deep, whether it's the 20-1 
Golden Age version, his son who fought with Infin- 

ity, Inc. or the dearly departed robot from the 

853rd century. 


Remember that plump housewife in the 1940s 2,000-1 
who fought crime while wearing a cooking pot on 
her head? Nothing says justice like a saucepan 
on your melon! And every team needs comic relief! 


Original Red Tornado 


Dude, sales of JSA would TRIPLE overnight! 10,000-1 


Wolverine 


AMO BON! Marya! Oharagtere, Ina. All riahte reseryer. 


MIE 
Brian Azzaréllo - Richard Corben - Damn Straight] = 
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The comics industry has already plundered Hollywood for an influx of hot, 
talented writers (Joss Whedon, Kevin Smith, J. Michael Straczynski), but 
‘there's a completely untapped resource that could provide terrific comic 
tales—novelists! 

Here’s a rundown of some of today's top storytellers and the dream 
comic projects we'd love to see ‘em on. 


MICHAEL CRICHTON 

WHAT'S HE DONE: Jurassic Park, Timeline, Sphere, The Andromeda Strain, 
Terminal Man 

WRITING STYLE; Crichton’s novels read like big-budget films, featuring a roller coaster 
ride of action and thrills combined with high-tech, sci-fi themes like time travel, genet- 
ies and alien cultures. 

DREAM COMIC PROJECT: Fantastic Four. Imagine what tales Crichton could conjure 
up for Marvel's First Family! Mr. Fantastic's one of the greatest scientists in the Marvel 
Universe, and time travel, space exploration and hi-tech science are everyday elements 
of the FF! 

BOTTOM LINE: The Fantastic Four would be an easy science for Crichton to master. 


J.K, ROWLING 

WHAT'S SHE DONE: The Harry Potter novels 
WAITING STYLE; Coming-of-age stories about a 
young boy who's not only struggling to become a 
man, but who's also training to become one of the 
‘most powerful sorcerers on Earth. 

DREAM COMIC PROJECT: Utimate Dr. Strange. With * 
‘as popular as the Harry Potter novels are, it’s nat 
much of a stretch to think Rowling could kick ass 
‘on this book-the story of a young Dr. Stephen 
Strange who's struggling to get past his failed 
career as a once-renowned surgeon while in 
training to become Earth’s Sorcerer 
Supreme, 

BOTTOM LINE: Rowling could easily 
pull a few rabbits out of her hat on 
‘this magical title. 


GEORGE PELECANOS 

WHAT'S HE DONE: Shame the Devi, Right as Rain 
WRITING STYLE: Sparse, taut and tense realistic crime stories starring frightening vil- 
lains and flawed but believable protagonists. There’s nothing black and white about Pele- 
‘anos’ crime noir fiction; every character exists in a different shade of gray. 

DREAM COMIC PROJECT: Punisher. ls there a more flawed character in comics than 
Frank Castle, the Punisher? A military hero becomes a murderous vigilante after mob- 
sters kill his family; the Punisher constantly breaks the law in the name 
of justice, 

BOTTOM LINE: It's a dead-bang bullseye to have Pelecanos pen Punisher. 


STEPHEN KING 
WHAT'S HE DONE: Black House, Dreamcatcher, It The Stand 

WRITING STYLE: King writes powerful, frightening stories that usually center on peo- 
ple undergoing some type of journey, who must overcome their own mistrust and fears 
about each other to defeat terrifying, powerful, otherworldy menaces. King deftly com- 
bines chilling horror tales with briliant explorations on human nature, 

DREAM COMIC PROJECT: Ghast Rider. In his original series, Ghost Rider (aka. Johnny 
Blaze) was a young man who made a deal with the devil to save a loved one. When Blaze 
‘tricked Mephisto out of his payment, he cursed Blaze by binding a demon named Zarathos 
to him, making Blaze a tortured soul who traveled the country trying to contain the 
demon within him from wrecking destruction in the name of vengeance, 

BOTTOM LINE: King could ride shotgun with the motorcycle-riding demon any day! 
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BIG THINGS 


Johns breaks down rock-hard hero 
ven superheroes need vacations—but when you're 
a member of the first family of comics, things are 
never that simple. 

June of 2002 sees the Thing get his own mini-series 
by the Flash creative team of scribe Geoff Johns and 
artist Scott Kolins. According to Johns, just like his plan 
to revitalize the JSA and Hawkman for DC Comics, with 
this tale he wants to get back to the core of that makes 
the Fantastic Four’s Thing tick. 

“We're just trying to tell a good Thing story,” Johns 
said. “Ben Grimm really is the unluckiest man on Earth. 
We want to try to strip him down to 
his roots and tell the quintessen- 
tial Thing story.” 

Johns said the four- 
part mini-series, titled 
The Thing: Freak Show, 
revolves around Ben try- 
ing to take a vacation, but 
things go awry for the ever- 
loving, blue-eyed hero. 

“Things don't go 
too well though and 
we'll see one estab- 
lished villain and a lot 
of new ones, too,” 
said Johns. mi MC 


BATGIRLS ROOTS 


efore the Birds of Prey and before Oracle, Barbara 
Gordon was just one of the Bat-Family. 

And come spring 2002, fans of the original Batgirl 
will finally get a glimpse into her relatively unknown 
origin in the pages of Batgirl: Year One. 

“It's only been touched on twice as far as 1 know,” 
said Dixon, "So we're going to show her reasons and 
motivations, and basically, how she became Batgirl.” 

The duo of Dixon and Scott Beatty, who explored 
the Boy Wonder’s origins in Robin: Year One, will be 
joined by up-and-coming penciler 
Marcos Martin for the nine-issue 
mini-series. In addition to Bat- 
girl, the team will also tell the & 
origins of two of her biggest 
villains of the 1970s: Killer 
Moth and Firefly. 

“We'll definitely 
explore why Killer Moth 
had such an animosity 
towards Barbara, and 
we'll retell Firefly's ori- 
gin for the first time in, 
what, 40 years?” says 
Dixon. “Plus I just 
thought, ‘Moth, 
flame, yeah that 
works out.”” 
CASEY SEUAS 


ff 
A) {| 
WAN MH 


LADY DEATH GETS NEW DUDS 


Chaos’ main lady adopts new look 


ace it ladies, Spikes and thongs are out; belly shirts and 

hip huggers are in, Just ask Lady Death, who's ditch- 
ing her old threads in exchange for something a little more 
down to earth. 

Lady Death's new costume—designed by J. Scott Camp- 
bell of Danger Girl fame—will debut in March's Lady Death: 
The Gauntlet #1, which also features a cover by Campbell. 
The new outfit represents a bit of a departure from the 
character's former medieval dominatrix style, offering 
more of jeans and T-shirt look. 

“Lady Death is on Earth now, and as much as her cos- 
tume is a reflection of her personality, it is a little out of 
place in New York,” explains Lady Death creator Brian 
Pulido. “We wanted the sort of outfit that you’d see on the 
streets, something that's both sexy and fashionable in 
today’s society.” 

“The challenge was to keep the sexiness and attitude of 
the character while trying to cover her up a bit,” explained 
Campbell. “So, I tried to work in that Western influence 
that's really in fashion now, adding a bigger belt and the 
hip huggers with the bootcut. Even her cape has a sort of 
trenchcoat look to it.” 

The big question is, will the Chaos! loyal fan base like 
the new look? 

“I think so,” said Pulido, “All the key elements are well 
represented: the color schemes, the skulls, the cape, the 
jewelry; it's all still there, Then again, a little controversy 
isn’t a bad thing.” 

In other Chaos! news, February will feature the Valen- 
tine-themed crossover Heartbreaker that showcases three 
of Chaos'’s favorite hell-raising hotties—Lady Death, 
Chastity and Purgatori—as they find themselves hip deep 
in romance gone wrong. Il JAMES McDONOUGH 


QUESADA OFFERS ADVICE TO KUBERT STUDENTS 


tudents at the 
Kubert Art 


Lady Death, Chaos! icon and former queen of the d 
more modem makeover, courtesy of Danger Girl creator J 


break in than writers. I can look at 
three or four pages and tell ifI'm going 


can't police ourselves better than they 
could, It was an outdated set of stan- 


cial treat recently 
in the form of Joe 
Quesada. The 
school’s founder, 
legendary pen- 
ciler Joe Kubert, 
invited the Mar- 


to a genera 
assembly of the 
school to pay back the Kubert fam. 
ily for their pieces in the Heroes 
tribute book. Here's a small sampling 
of what Quesada had to say to the 
180 students. 


+ ON BREAKING INTO COMICS: 


CY: wizard #125 


School got a spe- | 


vel E-I-C to speak ! 


“It’s definitely easier for artists to : 


to give a penciler work; for a writer 


you have to read alot more. But once 
you're in, it's easier fora writer to get 


work. They can work on two or three 
stories at once. As a penciler, you're 
lucky if you can do one.” 


people said we shouldn't do it. leven 
thought it was a bad idea at first but it 
was because we were scared to tell 
the story. We're not scared of much 
at Marvel anymore.” 

+ ON MARVEL’S BREAK WITH THE 
COMICS CODE: “It was just time to 
do away with it. There’s no reason we 


dards for our time.” 


+ ON HEROES: “Heroes was just 
something we felt we had to do. It's 
raised a lot of money to benefit the 


! relief effort and it’s also given us a 
} chance to show how comics are help- 
* ON WOLVERINE’S ORIGIN: “Ori- 
gin’s been a lot of fun. Some } 
: people said we couldn't do it. Some 


ing. It's doing well and we're hop- 
ing to keep it in print for as long as it 
can continue to help.” 


+ ON KIDS AND COMICS:"We do 
want to get kids into comics, but I'm 
not sure they're our main focus...and 
I'm not sure they ever were. The 
people who buy comics are usually 
a little older. If you want kids in 


comic book stores, you'll have to get £ 


} their parents in there too." MC 
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LAST 
TEAM Bey 


STANDING 


the battle... wnise attempting to safeguard the same Allied 
ammo dump, the JSA and the Invaders mistake one another for Nazi 
saboteurs—and the fight is on! Flash quickly runs Whizzer into the 
ground, Hourman makes short work of Spitfire and Union Jack suffers 
a seyere beating at the hands of Mr. Terrific. That leaves the three 
big Invaders—Cap, Torch and Namor—against the combined might 
of the JSA. Terrific and Hourman find they don't like the taste of Cap’s 
shield, which takes both upstarts out of the fight. Hawkman is no match 
for the sea-born strength of Namor, who easily plucks the feathers 
from the Winged Warrior. With their ranks thinned, Wonder Woman, 
Green Lantern and the Flash are the last of the JSAers standing as they 
square off against the “Big Three” of the Invaders. With a giant emer- 
ald fist, Green Lantern swats Torch to the ground, where the Flash 
runs circles around the android until the vacuum created by the vor- 
tex extinguishes his flame and leaves him unconscious. With the speed 
of Hermes, Wonder Woman joins Flash in a super-speed attack against 
Captain America, who pushes himself to the brink of exhaustion, even 
managing to take out Flash courtesy of a well-placed shield toss. But 
that leaves him defenseless, and the depleted Star-Spangled Avenger 
is no match for the Herculean strength of Diana—even though Cap 
absorbs enough punishment to take out a regiment of soldiers! Wonder 
‘Woman and Namor then trade terrible blows that destroy the landscape 
worse than any Nazi shelling. Needing a breather, Namor's power of 
flight takes him out of range—and right into GL's sights, as Sub-Mariner 
finds himself in an emerald net tough enough to hold a thrashing 
sperm whale. Namor strains with all his Atlantean might, shouting 
“Imperius Rex!” as he finds the willpower to somehow break free of 
the net. But that act drops him to the ground and into the waiting hay- 
maker of Wonder Woman, who delivers a Joe Louis-like knockout 
blow that takes Namor—and the Invaders—out of the fight! 


this month's battle drawn STEPHEN SADOWSKI AND ANDY LANNING 
OT a - 


vf, ! 
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The ‘Spider-Man’ 
director talks about his 
ee i favorite scenes, the 
Green Goblin’s costume and 
the villains he couldn't use 


M RAIMI would rather forget about “Spider-Man.” 
The director doesn’t want to deal with actors or the studio anymore...at 
least for the next eight hours—he just wants to get some sleep. 
“Tomorrow I'll feel like the luckiest man in the world again,” explains 
Raimi after a 12-hour day working on editing, creating special effects and 
cutting a rough version of the upcoming “Spider-Man” film, due in theaters 
‘on May 3, 2002. s ‘Spider-Man.’ I come in every day excited to work 
‘on this film. But tonight I just want to tuck my kids into bed.” 
It’s been more than a year since Raimi signed on to direct the over 


$100-million dollar debut of Spider-Man on the big screen. But scoring leads like 

Tobey Maguire as Spider-Man, Kirsten Dunst as Mary Jane Watson and Willem 
Dafoe as the Green Goblin was just the beginning of Raimi’s work. 

Even though principal shooting on the film wrapped in May of 2001, Raimi’s work- 


ing longer hours than ever to make sure “Spider-Man” lives up to the hype that’s 

surrounded the production. 

“An average day is getting into the editing room around 9:20 a.m. Then I spend time 
working on the cut of the picture,” Raimi laments as he climbs into his car for another 
late-night drive home. But before his day even began editing, Raimi found himself 
engrossed with planning additional shooting back in New York as he met with storyboard 
artists. Following that, he bounced over to Sony’s marketing department to go over the 
designs for the book tie-in and artwork that will accompany the film. And keep in mind, 
that all occurred before Raimi even found himself getting to work on the actual “Spider- § 
Man” film itself. H 

“In the afternoon | went over to Sony Image Works to work with John Dykstra and the optical j 
effects team to review the effect shots of the day,” explains Raimi. “Then I got to the editing room and # 
V've been working there ever since.” 

And even now on his way home, Raimi’s thinking of Spidey as he passes on a few secrets for all 


Spider-Man fans to know. 
february 2002 &) 


of the elements made it into the fin- 
Tee | ished picture. And after David finished 
nemesis, the Green Goblin, flies his draft, Alvin Sargent did some pol- 
high over New York City ishing for us. 


I'm really pleased with the way 
these characters relate, They relate 
to one another as real people 
would. Tobey and Kirsten as Peter 
and Mary Jane seem to have a very 
real relationship and | think... 
hope...it'll be fun to watch and 
develop and grow throughout 
the course of the picture. It'll 
be fun to watch their rela- 
tionship grow and their 
feelings become more com- 
PJ plex between each other. | 
think Willem developed a 
very nice relationship with his 
son Harry Osborn, It’s 
very complex because 
his son wants more love 
than his father is willing 
to give him....that is until 
NAME: San Rain § 5 Willem realizes in the 
picture that he should be 
OCCUPATION: Feature film director giving his son the love he 
z deserves. It's not a happy 
one, but a complex one 
that’s very dramatic. 
They all created all these 
very real relationships. 


BORN: October 23, 1959 


BASE OF OPERATION: 
Los Angeles, California 


CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 
Director of the cult-lassic Evil Doad films, as well as 
certtied hits “For Love of the Game” and “The Gift” 


RAIMI ON HIS LOVE OF Outside of being hero 
RAIMI: The vision of MAROMECE EMEC SELB) and villain, Norman is the 
MUR eras fail, ol a fanatical fan but a very big fan, (ve always father of Peter's best 


Umer ae loved comic books, and especially Spider-Man,” 
Sometimes what you can 


shoot and create on set falls 
short of that, ‘cause you're always trying 
to recreate what you have in your mind. So, 
it didn’t really change, it just sometimes failed Yay 

to achieve the vision or sometimes even exceeded \gal 
my expectations of what | hoped the movie could be. \< 
But it’s always about 75 percent of what you hoped it 
would be....not always, but that's my guess. 


Well, David Keopp based the original screenplay on the James 
Cameron scriptment. | think it was very influential in that first 
draft. | think with anything, as you go from draft to draft, it 
changes more and more. Villains change. The story changed. 
But it's still the origin story, which was in the scriptment. A lot 
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friend. They know each other as acquaintances 
and have Harry in common, Norman admires 
Peter because of his love of science; it reminds 
him of himself, | think they both share the fact 
they lost their parents at an early age and raised 
themselves, Norman sees Peter as a hard-work- 
ing young man who's pulled himself up by his 
boots. He sees more similarities to his own life 
with Peter than he does with his own son, Harry. 
He sees Harry as a child of privilege versus some- 
‘one who's had to earn his own way in the world. 
But he sees Peter as a good influence on his son 
and in many ways wished Harry could be more 
like Peter. So in some small way, I'd say Willem 
plays the role of surrogate father to Peter Parker. 


I'd say Norman sees it more that way than Peter. 
But yes, that's very true. 


No, she won't make an appearance in this picture. 


Absolutely, | think she'd make a great addition. 


Stan Lee will be in the picture. It's not a big secret, 
but | really don’t want to spoil where just yet. 


J) STATIC CLING Spidey braces 


My favorite choreography in the picture is when | 
y | himself for Ebert's thumb. 


the young Spider-Man is chasing after the mur- 
derer of Uncle Ben. It’s really kind of the 
first time he's become Spider-Man. 
He's still refining his powers and he 
doesn’t have all the grace he'll even- 
tually have. So, it’s interesting to see 
him in this struggle to bring a mur- 
derer to justice while he’s still 
discovering his powers. The choreog- 


raphy—some of it is 
straight live-action, some of 
it's CGI, some of it's anima- 
tion, some of it's wire 
work—reflects the character's 
fate. 


No, it’s through Manhattan for this particular 
chase. And he’s not in his street clothes; he's actu- 
ally in an early Spider-Man costume. He's not ina final 
costume, but in an early version of his costume and then 
it goes through one evolution, 


€ CD Cardz include theatrical trailers, film imagery, 

character profiles, screensavers, and more... 
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SPIDER-MANIA 


on 

How Marvel plans to capitalize — 
on the ‘Spider-Man’ film “3° 
@« 


That's achieved through a lot of wire 
work and different mechanical effects 
rigs for moving the actor around in 
tighter shots to make it look as if he’s 
floating. For the wider pieces, we 
usually, but not always, use a CG 
glider or an animated glider. That's 
what we relied on. 


Willem turned out to be a great 
athlete and much more of a 
physical actor than | thought 
he'd ever be. He was very 
impressive with the movement 
he could achieve, almost like 
an acrobat. His work on the 
glider was always better than 
anything else I'd seen with 
other people testing it. 
Scuntmen, mechanical effects 
men, acrobats and guys with 
lots of rigging and stunt 
experience didn’t make it 
look as good as Willem did 
He was the best. He just 
brought the character to life 
on that glider. 


Don't make the same mistake twice. 

That's the advice Marvel's taking on its plan to draw 
more readers into the monthly Spider-Man comics after 
the first-ever Spidey film debuts this May. 

After Marvel Comics failed to capitalize on the huge 
success of 2000's “X-Men” film, the company cleaned 
house, bringing in new Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada and 
a ton of new personnel, including new Spider-Man edi- 
tor Axel Alonso. 

‘And Alonso knows how important it is to make sure “ll 
there are books for every fan entering comic books sail Se ee 
stores after seeing the “Spider-Man” film. = soars paenar ia 
RU a ed There was never really a rea- 
to already be a Spider-Man project out there of some <a 
kind for every fan,” explains Alonso. “Whether it's sala 
a kid or a mom or just someone getting back into 
comics, | think we'll have some kind of Spider- a 
Man story for them.” PB the world that Norman Osborn 

SOR RU Lege would put on a latex mask and a 
eR CURC LLB me purple jerkin. So we decided where 
DU ee Ue pe che glider would come from. It 
Se Ene would logically be from Osborn 
De RC Bee !ndustries or OsCorp as a personal 
Tim Sale, a Spider-Man graphic novel by Greg transport device. And since we 
Rucka and a ton of other Spider-Man projects gay decided thats where the sicetcaroe 
that will capitalize on the film's mainstream press from, we decided that there might also 


but not overshadow the hero's comic book roats. beithe neod fora fight sult. And that’s 
ASE ei i ‘what the suit is...a fight suit. It wouldn't 
‘Basically we're not looking at doing pre- 
. s be cloth. It would be like a motorcyclist 
quels or comic book sequels to the film 


because the movie's really the origin story of opaitest plot might wears ilbiwax 

; designed to go into battle, which the 
Spider-Man and any ‘sequel will be done by sider was also designed for. So k would 
the movie company,” says Alonso. “But we've have some kind of Kevlar to protect 
got the original comic book Spider-Man so the Goblin from assault. That's why 
what we're going to do is make sure he’s as we decided ona metallic suit. Aso, we 
good as he can be in the comics, so when peo- 


thought some ancient wardrobe for 
ple do pick up a Spider-Man comic it’s as good battle was designed to frighten the 
as any movie.” MC 


enemy—like masks you sometimes 


son for him to wear the 
costume in the comic book, so 
we kind of backwards justified 
it. | couldn't think of a reason in 


38 wizara #125 


see in Africa or 
things on American ships 
and planes during World War 
Il; it’s an aspect of psychological 
warfare. The enemy saw a terrible face 
and that’s why they design a helmet that's 
also designed to intimidate the enemy. This is 
the most recent version in a long line of psy- 
chological warfare ideas for OsCorp. 


He's named that by J. Jonah Jameson in the pic 
ture, but he never refers to himself by that 
name. | couldn't see Norman Osborn coming 
up with a long list of names for himself anymore 
than | saw him pull on a latex jerkin to wear. 


Ah, part of the climax of the piece takes 
place on the 59th Street bridge, so we did 
some shooting from the island, 


No, it’s not the final battle but it’s near the 
end of the film. 


Oh gosh, I've told you so much already. 
Let's just say he comes to save some 
people from a fire. 


Probably Dr. Octavius... mean Doc Ock. 
He's always been a classic Spider-Man villain, 
‘And Kingpin, He's never been a superpowered 
villain but he was really damn strong...and | 
thought it would be cool to see him match up 
with Spidey. | know he’s more of a Daredevil 
guy, but I'd love to use him. | always liked 
Spider-Man versus the Kingpin. 


ou c 2 
Sure, f| directed a sequel. ..but | don’t know 
if 'm even doing the sequel. In fact, Sony hasn't 
even begun a script process. They'd need to 
begin soon if they were going to have as much 
time as we had with this picture. [Laughs] 


It would be great. | love the characters and 
the team I'm working with and the studio. 
It’s been a wonderful relationship for every- 


— SAM RAIMI, on the Goblin’s costume 


CROUCHING GOBLIN, HIDDEN SPIDER) 
The Green Goblin readies his attack (Need 
we say more?) 


one involved. | don't know what the = 
future holds and they haven't [ia 
approached me yet. We'll have to Tia 
wait and see. — 
a 


After filming wrapped on this 
one, was there any memorabilia 

that you took with you? Like a 
Pumpkin Bomb maybe? 

[Laughs] Oh...no...1 wasn't allowed to take 

any of that. Sony was very tight with that stuff. | 
think what they plan to do is auction off certain ele- 
ments of the “Spider-Man” movie memorabilia to fans 
to help individual charities. 


Kre you more of a comic book fan now that 
you've taken on the Spider-Man film? 

No, I'm not more of a fan...I'm just as much a fan. 
| was always a very, very big fan, not a fanatical fan, 
but a very big fan. I've always loved comic books and 
especially Spider-Man, But making the movie hasn't 
made me a bigger fan. | haven't had time to read 
many comic books since taking on this film; it’s a 
pretty non-stop job. 


the negative from my 
When will you have a final version of the film? cold dead hands. 
Hmmm...probably because the effects take so long and we can 
keep improving the details in each one...in each and every shot. 
I think I'll have to deliver it in March. It probably won't be ready 
until at least then. But if | have it my way and to make it the best 
film | can, | don’t think we'll have a finished picture till they pry 
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IZARD sizes up 
the 10 greatest 
heroines of 

all-time 


f every man really 
[-- fecal 

then comic fans are 
sitting pretty. 

On today’s comic racks, 
it’s not just supermen and 
pumped-up pecs selling comics; 
} many of the industry's top 
s/ books focus solely on the women 

of comics. 

And while lead female char- 
acters still look great every 
month, it’s not just their phys- 
ical traits that really make 
them stick out. 

More and more attention’s 
being drawn to female characters 
every month, not because of skin- 
ight costumes or hot shower scenes 
but because the women of comics are 
sweating, bleeding and sometimes even 
/ dying to prove one serious point: Women 
aren't just eye candy anymore, they’re the 
main course. 

And it’s not just new “buzz” characters 
such as Elektra and the new Batgirl who 
are making a stand for female characters; 
some of the earliest women of comics 
such as Wonder Woman and Jean Grey 
also stepped up in the past year, mak- 
ing sure women got their due. 

So, WizarD poured through hun- 
dreds of comics’ top female 
characters, studying their origin, 
history, costumes, motivation, 
abilities and personality until 
we finally narrowed our list to 
the top 10 heroines of all-time. 


By Mike Cotton and 
the Wizarp Staff 


Ulnatration by Kevin Maguire, 
Scott Hanna and Tanya & Richard Horie 


HAR 


HER DEAL: Raised tough, Tulip led a life of crime, which included acting as a hitwoman for the Mob 
before botching a hit and going on the lam. But redemption came when she fell in love with the young, 
soon-to-be-The-Reverend Jesse Custer, a small-town boy with problems all his own—like getting 

involved in a holy conspiracy to find God and make him accountable for vacating Heaven. It wasn't 

always easy, but Tulip stood by her man and even saved Jesse's ass more than a few times. 

WHY SHE'S NO. 10: If you're smart, you won't ever mess with Tulip’s guns, liquor or drugs—but 
if you're really stupid, you'll screw with the people she loves. Through thick and thin—and through 
vampires and angels—Tulip stands by Jesse's side for the entire run of Garth Ennis’ Preacher series 

from Vertigo. Although she doesn’t wield superpowers and never supported her own 
book, Tulip exemplifies the women of the list by standing up and fighting for what's 
hers and—more importantly—fighting for what's right. In the pages of Preacher, she 
beat alcoholism and drug use—all while taking on a vast secular conspiracy that 
planned to bring about the apocalypse. 
DEFINING MOMENT: After watching her longtime love Jesse apparently fall to his 
death from a plane flying over the desert, Tulip begins a long spiral into drugs, alco- 
hol and an affair with Jesse’s best friend, an Irish vampire named Cassidy, who sees 
Jesse’s death as a way to prey on Tulip’s fragile emotions. Slowly crawling out 
of her substance abuse binge, Tulip finally confronts Cassidy and tells him she's 
Y) leaving. With the powerful vampire blocking her exit, Tulip says, "Cassidy. Really. 
BY This is me.” And uses a 45 to blow a hole the size of a fist in his chest before 
walking out the hotel room door. (Preacher #51) 
RECOMMENDED READS: Preacher #8 (how Tulip and Jesse met), Preacher #10 (Tulip 
gets shot in the head), Preacher #I| (she’s resurrected by God), Preacher #27 (Tulip’s 
night out on the town), Preacher #51 (Tulip's origin) and Preacher #66 
(Tulip and Jesse ride off into the sunset to live happily ever after). 


9) VAMPIRELLA 
HER DEAL: The daughter of Lilith, the mother of all vampires, Vampirella is the 
“chosen one,” a vampire put on Earth to destroy all other bloodsuckers. With the 
~ removal of memory implants that made her believe she might be from a planet called 
Drakulon where blood flowed like water, Vampirella's rededicated herself to the mission 
of ridding the world of vampires and others who prey on the weak and innocent. In her 
day, she’s not only taken on vampires, but also demons, doomsday cults and the Mob— 
not to mention the worst a “normal” society has to offer like rapists and murderers. 
WHY SHE'S NO. 9: Forget sugar and spice—this girl's anything but nice. Before char- 
acters such as Witchblade, Lady Death and a host of other sultry women showed some 
attitude in their eyes, there was Vampirella, the original comic book bad girl. Just as 
i} Betty Page has had her posters thrown up on many a wall, Vampirella’s sexy look has 
made her the iconic comic book pin-up girl. 

DEFINING MOMENT: Things look pretty bleak for Vampirella as she stalks through 
a graveyard with an over 200-year-old army force trying to kill her. Made up mostly 
of zombies from the Civil War, the entire regiment surrounds Vampirella, 
swinging swords and preparing muskets as a hard rain falls on the 
cemetery. But Vampirella has a secret. Emerging from the shadows 
is a priest who utters a few words of Latin into the air at Vampirella's 
command and turns the rain water into holy water, melting the 
long-dead soldiers into nothing more than a greasy spot in the mud. 

(Vampirella: Ascending Evil #1) 
RECOMMENDED READS: Vampirella: Ascending Evil #2-#3 (vampires 
take over the Mob), Vampirella: Blood Lust (in what must've been a 
memory implant, Vampirella goes home to the planet Drakulon to kick 

some more vampire ass). 


BLACK CAN 


her own crimefighting legacy that would surpass even her mother's amazing feats. With superb 
martial arts skills and a sonic scream that could shatter bone and bend steel, Canary became 

a founding member of the JLA and a founding member of the new JSA. She briefly shied away Wem 
from the big team atmosphere and joined up with Green Arrow to fight crime exclusively in Seattle, 
And even while working with both the JLA and JSA, Black Canary also works as a freelance oper- 
ative, fighting international crime for Oracle in Birds of Prey. 

WHY SHE’S NO. 8: Sure, blondes have more fun, but they also get shot at more, too— 

at least if Black Canary's any indication. Besides crawling out of her mother’s shadow 

to become one of DC's leading female characters, Black Canary's also survived tor- 

ture at the hands of maniacal drug dealers, which left her without her only 

superpower, a sonic scream. Since then, she’s learned to kick ass without any 

powers at all, training to be among the best martial artists in the DC Universe— 

which she is, with skills that almost rival that of even Batman. 

DEFINING MOMENT: With her longtime love Green Arrow held captive and being 

savagely tortured, Black Canary mounts an assault on the dealers’ base that makes 

the Bay of Pigs invasion look like a girl scout weenie roast. Machine guns blasting 

from her hands, she pulls Ollie’s fat outta the fire but finds them trapped with 

nowhere else to run. Low on ammo, she whispers to Ollie, “The last two 

bullets are for us,..but all the rest are theirs.” (Green Arrow #32) 

RECOMMENDED READS: Action Comics #428 (tells Ollie she loves him), 

Green Arrow: The Longbow Hunters #2 (tortured by drug dealers, loses sonic 

scream), Green Arrow v.| #1 (goes to therapy to deal with trauma from being tor- 

tured), Green Arrow v.1 #59-#60 (takes ona child molester), Birds of Prey #34-#35 (her 

sonic scream returns), Justice League #1-#7 (helps re-form new Justice League). 


DEAL: Daughter of the original Golden Age Black Canary, Dinah Lance set out to begin \y 
u 


DEAL: Born into an aristocratic lifestyle as 
the daughter of a Greek ambassador, Elektra 
Natchios watched the assassination of her 
father during a stand-off with terrorists. 
Training with the infamous Hand, a group 
of mercenary ninjas, Elektra became one 
of the deadliest assassins of all time. 
WHY SHE'S NO. 7: She'll even kill the 
people she loves. As an assassin, she ({ 7 
doesn’t do what's right, she does what's 
profitable. Now with no ties of love binding 
her, she's free to take on Hydra for S.H.LE.LD. 
or even kill an ecological activist for an oil company 
if the price is right. And whether it’s with her trade- 
mark sais, a gun or even just her hands, Elektra's just the woman 
to take on any feat—like Wolverine, she’s the best there is at what she does. 
DEFINING MOMENT: Hired by the Kingpin to protect his involvement in 
rigging the New York mayoral election, Elektra tracks down Daily Bugle reporter J 
Ben Urich’s source, while Urich and the informant meet in a dark movie theater. As the J 
two exchange money for information, a silver sai runs through the informant. , 
“Your friend is dead, Mr. Urich,” explains Elektra. “You will sit now and watch F wi 


\ 


the movie. And you will think about how very vulnerable you are.” (Daredevil #179) 


DED READS: Daredevil #168 (Ist appearance), Daredevil #181 
(vs. Bullseye, to the death), Daredevil #190 (spiritual es 


6) PHOENIX 

HER DEAL: Born a mutant with the gift of telekinesis, Jean Grey was a found- 
ing member of the original X-Men. As just a teenager, she took on the 
likes of Magneto, the Juggernaut, the Brotherhood of Evil Mutants and 
honed her latent telepathic powers. As the first lady of the X-Men, 
Jean's not only led the team, she’s saved it on numerous occasions. 


| WHY SHE’S NO. 6: No price is too high for Jean Grey—she'll even 
pay with her life if it comes down to it. More than once, she’s died 


for her mentor Professor Charles Xavier's dream of peace- jy 


ful coexistence between mutants and humans. She's also 
become one of the most powerful members the X-Men count 
in their number, having honed her telekinetic powers to an 
amazing point and developing her telepathic powers so 
she’s counted as one of the world’s foremost telepaths, 
ranking with such powerhouses as Professor X and the 
White Queen, Emma Frost. 
DEFINING MOMENT: After destroying an entire galaxy and 
defeating the X-Men, Jean Grey (or, rather, her identical 
“Phoenix force” déppleganger) recovers control of the god-like Phoenix power. But 
asa battle is waged with the Shi'ar army to decide if Jean should live or die, she can feel 
the Phoenix entity slowly re-emerging. Using the battle to drain her of some of her great 
power, Jean discovers a weapon capable of ridding the cosmos of the Phoenix power 
forever. With a last "I love you,” to Cyclops, Jean saves countless lives and commits 
suicide. (Uncanny X-Men #137) 

RECOMMENDED READS: Uncanny X-Men #100-#101 (replaced by Phoenix force), 
Uncanny X-Men #135+#136 (vs. X-Men as Dark Phoenix), Fantastic Four #286 (real 

Jean Grey returns), X-Factor #1 (reunites with original X-Men). 


‘| HER DEAL: Very little is known about Cassandra Cain, a.k.a. Batgirl, so far. After being aban- 
doned ata very young age, she was soon adopted by master assassin David Cain, who then began 
training young Cassandra in various forms of lethal combat. By the time Cassandra turned 8 
years old, she could assemble a handgun blindfolded, was a master of hundreds of forms of 
martial arts and had killed several high-profile ganglords. As she grew older, Cassandra began 
to realize the error of her ways and eventually fled to Gotham City to join up with the 

Bat-family. In the hopes of righting her past wrongs, Cassandra became Batgirl, one of Batman's 
most reliable—and most mysterious—allies. 
WHY SHE'S NO. 5: Unlike the rest of the Bat-family, Batgirl didn’t don a costume for revenge— | 
she pulled on a cowl for redemption. After years as an assassin, Batgirl now only wants to use her 
superhuman-like fighting skills to protect the innocent and punish the guilty. And if atoning for 
her past sins becomes a full-time job, then so be it—Batgirl puts the time in 24/7. 
DEFINING MOMENT: After fighting a group of government agents without wearing her 
Batgirl costume, Oracle soon realizes the government had videotaped the entire fiasco. 
Babs soon confronts Cassandra, telling her she'll never be able to show her face in 
public again, and that she'll only be able to go out as Batgirl. Cassandra gives her 
a mind-your-own-business smirk, and replies to Oracle with one word: “So?” 
} (Batgirl #14) 
RECOMMENDED READS: Batman: Legends of the Dark Knight #120 (Ist appear- 
ance), Batgirl #1 (first issue regular series), Batgirl #7 (vs. Lady 
Shiva, Round 1), Batgirl #15 (Batgirl vs. Joker), Batgirl #25 
(vs. Lady Shiva, to the death!). 


DEAL: Born in the deep South, young Rogue was adopted by one of'the X-Men's 
greatest villains, Mystique. Cursed with the power to steal other people's 
memories and powers at the merest physical contact, Rogue longed for 
any kind of physical or emotional affection, even if it was from those 
pushing her to do evil. In her first appearances, she took on both the 
Avengers and the X-Men and came out ontop. Butas she grew more 
and more discontent with the power she felt was a curse, she even- 
tually turned her back on her mother and life of crime to join the 
X-Men in hopes of finally mastering her mutant “gifts.” 

WHY SHE'S NO, 4: It just sucks to be Rogue. Unable to make skin- 
to-skin contact with anyone since her mutant powers were realized as a young 
teen, Rogue's led a solitary life. Although she’s fallen for everyone from Magneto 
to Gambit, Rogue can never show physical affection without risking killing the 
person she’s in contact with. She learned this the hard way when she absorbed 
the powers and memories of Miss Marvel (now known as Wardbird) crossing a 
line she could never step back over. Scared, she turned her back on Mystique, the 
only family she'd ever known, and swallowed her pride to join her enemies, the X-Men, 
in hopes of finally controlling her powers and redeeming herself. 

DEFINING MOMENT: Helping Wolverine hunt down those responsible for kidnapping his 
bride-to-be, Mariko, Rogue takes a blaster bolt meant to kill Logan and Mariko. Although 
near-invulnerable, Rogue collapses after taking the blaster shot dead-on. Near death, 
Rogue gets redemption—a kiss from Wolverine that passes his healing A 
factor on to her and saves her life, [Uncanny X-Men #173] 3 
RECOMMENDED READS: Avengers Annual #10 (Ist appearance, vs. 
Avengers and X-Men), Uncanny X-Men #170-#172 (joins 
the X-Men). 


) WONDE wom 


HER DEAL: Formed out of clay by her mother Hippolyta, queen of the Amazons, Princess 
Diana was destined for more than just a life of luxury hidden away from man’s world. 
When the Amazons decided to have a competition to decide who will be an emissary 
into man's world, Hippolyta feared Diana wasn’t ready to deal with the compromised 
morals and values of the outside world. Entering the competition in secret, Diana 
went on to win the tournament. With Superman like strength, the ability to fly, 
enchanted bracelets that let her deflect bullets and a magic lasso, Diana made her 
way into a strange world as Wonder Woman. She even joined the JLA and became 
the epitome of a female superhero. 

WHY SHE’S NO. 3: Wonder Woman ain’t just a hero, she’s an icon. As the first and 
most recognizable female superhero, Wonder Woman's proven to readers that a 
strong, independent woman can also be compassionate, caring and beautiful. Just as 
Superman sets the tone for heroes such as the Flash, Green Lantern and Captain 
Marvel, Wonder Woman sets the tone for almost every female hero ever to 
don a costume. Whether it be DC’s Supergirl, Marvel's Storm or even Top 
Cow's Witchblade, Wonder Woman sets the standard for women in comics. 
DEFINING MOMENT: After living through a beating during “Our Worlds // 
at War,” Diana finds her mother has fallen in combat while trying to defeat 
the world-ending Imperiex. Broken and bloody, Diana enters the fight 
again—this time for revenge and with the Amazon army beside her. 
‘And even though she can't defeat Imperiex alone, she buys the plan- 
ers’ heroes enough time to mount and assault that finishes the vlan. / 
for good. (Wonder Woman #173) 

RECOMMENDED READS: Kingdom Come #1-#4 (Wonder Woman 
kills), Wonder Woman #172 (loses mother). 


10 hot super-chicks to 
keep your eye on 


NN: Fueled by revenge alter finding her family murdered, the 
star of CrossGen's Sojourn embarked on a quest to kill Mordath, the man 
behind the slaughter. Propelled by Greg Land's amazing art and Ron 
Marz’s writing, Sojourn’s a title full of passion and detailed action 


= Is she alive or dead? Expect a resolution as well 
as a major role in Chaos’ Shadow War and Chaos War-expect big things 
from Lady Death in the coming months. 


IN: With a new series by Ed Brubaker and buzz artist 
Darwyn Cooke Catwoman’s not just a gorgeous cat burglar anymore. 
She's taking care of the crimes Batman and the police won't touch. 


VIELAKA FRAY: “Buffy, The Vampire Slayer" creator Joss Whedon 
introduces the next in a long line of vampire slayers in Dark Horse Comics’ 
Fray. Her name’s Melaka Fray and she must find and destroy the vam- 
pires 300 years in the future. 


‘As an operative for British intelligence, the star of 
Oni Press’ Cueen and Country does everything from perform assassina- 
tions to acting as a human target. In the coming months look for her to 
even take on the Taliban, 


L: This Hawkman co-star is the reincarnation of an 
Eayatian queen, Hawikgi 's still dealing with her new powers as well as 
her relationship with Garter Hall the reincarnation of her lover from life 
to life and Hawkman. 


ANGEL 


GELA 


The star of Vertigo’s Codename: Knockout 
is just that. Smart, sexy and deadly Angela‘can take 

‘on the town or even fight ninjas in the 
ude. ..who could ask for more? 


+ Escaping the back- 
woods of West Wega, U-Go Girl used 
her mutant ability to teleport to join 
X-Force, Now that’s she’s a celebrity 
look for this sassy, sexy girl to go all 
out in 2002. 


4 JST: A former X- 

Men vin, ‘Emma Frosts taken on 

the role of teacher at Xavier school 

x as well as a team member along 

QP side the X-Men. Expect sparks 

to fly as she moves in on 

Cyclops, Jean Grey's 
husband. 


E; Look 
for Sara Pezzini 
(at left) and her 

mystical Witchblade 

: gauntlet to play a 
re major role in the Top 
= Cow Universe as the “Inferno” 
storyline continues this 
spring and summer, ial MC 


an experimental spacecraft alongside young genius—and future 
husband—Reed Richards, pilot Ben Grimm and her younger 
brother, Johnny Storm. Bathed in cosmic radiation, the four came 
back with amazing powers, including Sue's power to turn invis- 

ible and create invisible force fields. Forming the Fantastic Four, 

the quartet swore to use their new powers for good and help | ji 
the world, 

WHY SHE'S NO, 2: If you think 

being a world-class superhero’s 

tough, try being a super-mom. 

While some think it's Reed 

Richard's mind, Ben Grimm's 

muscle or even Johnny Storm's 


| power that fuels the Fantastic 


Four, it's really Sue Richard's 
heart that keeps the team 
together. But besides 


|_ being the emotional cen- 


ter of the team, Sue's 
also the team’s most / 


| powerful member. 


With the ability to. 
create force fields 
as small as a 
molecule, she can 


| place one in a villains head 


and detonate it in an instant 


invisible bubble for as long 
as it takes for the air to 


run out. 


| DEFINING MOMENT: 


| Almost driven insane by 


the Psycho-Man with 
images of her team 
being killed with no way 
to help, Sue Richards 
uses his own weapons 
against him. Although no 
‘one knows exactly what 
Sue did to the Psycho- 


H Man, she emerges from his 


castle saying Psycho-Man will 
never bother anyone again. 
But the battle changes the 
Invisible Girl forever. "There is 
no Invisible Girl anymore, Reed,” 


| Sue explains to her husband. 


“She died when the Psycho-Man 
twisted her soul. From now on, 
| am the Invisible Woma 
(Fantastic Four #284) 


| RECOMMENDED READS: Fantastic 


Four #245 (Sue fights alone), Fantastic 


| 
| Four #280-#281 (saves team from 


crashing to Earth). 


ORACLE 


HER DEAL: After her parents were killed in a car accident, young 
Barbara Gordon moved to Gotham to be raised by her uncle, Police 
Commissioner James Gordon, With a keen mind that allowed her 
to enter college at age 16 and superior athleticism that allowed her 
to compete on the boy's track team, Barbara eventually joined 
Batman and Robin as Batgirl. Late one night, as Barbara and the com- 
missioner planned a quiet evening at home, the maniacal Joker came 
to the door and blew a hole in Barbara's spine (left). Paralyzed from 
the waist down, Barbara was forced to give up her life as Batgir! but 
threw herself into becoming a guru of information. With the help of 
Batman, she constructed one of the most comprehensive and impres- 
sive computer information systems in the world and took on the 
name Oracle. Under her new pseudonym, Barbara evolved into the 
number one source of information in the superhero community. 
She even became an active member of the JLA and began her own 
crimefighting with Black Canary, who acts as Oracle's eyes, ears and 
fists in the field. 

WHY SHE'S NO. 1: If knowledge is power, then Barbara Gordon’s the 
most powerful person on the planet. With a computer system that 
rivals the Pentagon's own, Oracle channels information to every super- 
hero from Superman to the Red Tornado. While other heroes are out 
fighting street crime or even saving the world, Oracle’s making it pos- 
sible for them to do it with the information she supplies. Whether it's 
Batman looking for a street-level drug dealer or Superman hunting an 
all-powerful god, Oracle's the one they turn to for the information 
they'll need to beat their foes. And even though she’s confined to a 
wheelchair, Oracle's never let anyone push her around. When she was 
attacked by assassins sent by the gangster Blockbuster, Oracle didn't call 
‘out for Batman or the JLA, she just fled—on her own. A master of the 
stick-fighting art of scrima, Oracle's just as dangerous with her arms as 

she is with a keyboard. 
DEFINING MOMENT; While being hunted by a group of mercenar- 
ies, Oracle locks down inside an old submarine. As she watches the 
mercs crawl down the small hatches one by one, Oracle smiles, saying, 
“Come and get me. But it's going to be expensive.” And Oracle 
makes the mercs pay in pain. As the wired sub acti- 
vates with pepper spray and noxious gases, the mercs 
fall, one-by-one. Oracle even gets some hands-on action, 
popping in and out of small hatches with her scrima 
sticks and ending the “Hunt for Oracle” before Nightwing, 

Robin or Batman can even get there. (Birds of Prey #21) 
RECOMMENDED READS: Batman: The Killing Joke (Joker 
paralyzes Barbara), Birds of Prey #8 (Babs and Nightwing go 
on official date), Birds of Prey #16-#17 (Oracle vs. Joker 
for first time since the shooting), JLA #16 (Oracle 
joins JLA), Nightwing #45-#46 and Birds of Prey #20- 
#21 (Oracle hunted by Blidhaven mob and 
Blockbuster). 
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Ep wieera #128 


You’ve got questions, we’ve got answers. 

Everyday here at WIZARD we receive thousands 
upon thousands of comic-related questions, ranging 
from, “What does Brian Michael Bendis like on his 
pizza?” (‘Lots of sausage—I love meat in my mouth,” 
says Bendis) to “What color is Wonder Woman’s 
underwear?” (blue with white stars, of course). Heck, 
on occasion we’ve even received pictures of our fans’ 
“nether regions” (which granted aren’t questions, but 
they do make us wonder what some of you are using 
Wizaro for other than the in-depth coverage of the 
comic industry and the comprehensive price guide). 

Anyway, we’ve taken your most often-asked ques- 
tions and gone straight to the sources for the 
answers—the editors and creators of your favorite 
books. No stone was left unturned and no plotline was 
left unresolved, but most importantly, we found out 
how Tony Stark takes a whizz while he’s in his Iron 
Man armor! 

So read on—hopefully we’ll answer a question or 
two that’s been bugging you. 

But please, no more pictures of your naughty bits— 
we’ve got more than we possibly need. 


What does Tony 
Stark do if he’s 
gotta “drain the 
lizard” while 
he’s in the Iron 
Man armor? 
‘When Tony's gotta go, he's gotta go, 
and it certainly doesn't matter if he's 
in the process of saving our collective 
butts from an otherworidly menace, 
“Like an astronauts environment suit, 


Sources at DC Comics indicate that Aquaman will 
be making his return to the DCU as early as this sum- 
mer. However, Internet rumors are already running 
rampant, saying everything from Aquaman will be retum- 
ing to his iver Age appearance to Aquaman becoming 
a water elemental-type being. 

DC, however, remains tight lipped on making any 
concrete statement on Arthur's inevitable retum, main- 
taining a “wait-and-see" attitude. 


How can I get a job at 


‘ron Man's armor is equipped with the high- Wizard? 
“tech equivalent of a ‘trucker's buddy,” One of two ways. 
explains series editor Tom Brevoort. “Waste One, you can send us a blank check, made out to 


eliminated in this manner is no doubt bro- ‘your favorite WizaRo staffer (maybe even the writer of 
ken down into its component parts by the this feature perhaps?) and we'll see what we can do, 
armors subsystems and converted into : No promises though. 
energy. Aren't you glad you asked?” Two, if you'd rather keep your pride intact, check 
Yeah, but now we're a little concemed —_ r ‘our Website (www.wizardworld.com) on a regular 
as to what a “trucker’s buddy” is exactly... ~ Pes toe wee in and ven eed px aes send 
‘some samples (if you're a writer or a designer) and a résumé off to: 
‘Submissions, c/o Wizard Entertainment, 151 Wells Ave,, Congers, NY, 
10920, We'll make sure all correspondence is forwarded to 
CJ the proper department. 
‘Also, it doesn’t hurt to meet Wizaro staffers and build rap- 
port at cons either. Just try to steer clear of Staff Writer 
Mike Cotton...he's an ornery cuss. 


Is it true that DC will 
soon be bringing back 
Firestorm? 
Maybe, maybe not, because DC's keeping every- 
one in the dark! 1 
However, sources have indicated that there 
are several comebacks in the works over at DC, 
and incoming JLA writer Joe Kelly has shown a pro- 
found interest in bringing back “The Nuclear Man,” based 
on the success of Hawkman and Green Arrow. 


How do you 
pronounce “Mxyztpik?” 
“There will definitely be a new character joining the team How do you 


this year-there might even be more than one,” says Kelly, pronounce “Mjollnir?” 
(For more on this, see the "2002 Preview’ featurette on page 56.) \W Sap reae laid 


In Batman: Son of the Demon, 
Bruce Wayne and Talia Head had 
a baby. Whatever happened to the 


Who’s faster: Superman or 
The Flash? 
“It's gotta be Flash,” argues The Flash writer Geoff Johns. “From a 


baby? story point, Flash can absorb Superman's 
Sorry to burst your bubble, Bat-baby fans, but this story speed! and he can travel atthe speed of light. 
never happened. | don't think Superman can even come clase to 

Sure, you've probably read the Elseworlds one-shot where \\ . 7 ‘at anymore Secondly, the only power Fash has 
Batman and Ras al Ghui's daughter Talia consummate their on- . Fis super-speed, so if he can't win @ race against any- 


again, off-again romance, but that story was told out of continuity. 
“Every now and then, Bruce and Talia’s baby comes up either 
from fans or writers, but Son of the Demon was an ‘out of conti- Aaa 
‘ity’ story,” explains Batman line Editor Bob Schreck. “But you never 
know, the baby could pop back up in a future Elseworlds if some- 


one in the DC Universe, that’s just kinda lame. So he would 

»~ kick Superman's ass without question.” 

Pretty convincing argument there. So it looks like the title of 
“Fastest Man in the DCU" goes to The Flash. 


‘one figures out a way te bring it back.” How can I get Stan Lee to autograph 
my comic? Where can I send Stan Lee 

Was The Sentry really just a hoax or a letter? 

was he actually a long-lost character? Like many comic pros, Stan “The Man” Lee tours the convention circuit, so it's all 


Prior tothe 1961 debut of Fantastic Four-the comic recognized as having kicked off the = just a matter of going to a con and standing in line, We do not, repeat DO NOT, 
“Marvel Era”-Stan Lee collaborated with an artist named Artie Rosen to create a super- = advise that you stalk Mr. Lee, because the only thing he'll be signing then is your 
hero named The Sentry (a Superman-like character). The character designs, along with a restraining order. 
few never-before-seen issues of The Sentry, were later found by Paul Jenkins, who re-pitched AAs for sending “The Man” a letter, here's some friendly advice from the Czar of Marvel 
the idea to Marvel, who then published the Marvel Knights series with penciler Jae Lee. = Information, Bill Roseman. “Stan ‘The Man’ Lee absolutely Jacoves getting mail from 
Well, the FF was created in 1961, but everything else in that above paragraph was : his True Believers!” explains Rosemann. “Those who Face Front and know that with great 
concocted by Marvel to help promote The Sentry when it was first released. And Wizaro = power there must come great responsiblity can send their letters to: Marvel West Coast, 
was even in on it! . ATTN: Stan Lee, 10474 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 206, Los Angeles, CA, 90025.” 
So, once and for all, The Sentry was, indeed, a hoax...suckers! 


Is Marvel still bankrupt? 
Will DC ever bring back Aquaman? After spending the better part of the ‘90s ass-deep in Chapter 11 bankruptcy, the 
Yup, and it might be sooner than you think. “House of Ideas” has finally emerged from their financial troubles and are now hold- 


ing steady in “the black.” 

“We are no longer under Chapter 11, which merely prevented other companies 
from picking off our licensees like vultures feeding off roadkill,” explains Roseman. 
“In short, ‘The House’ is back in order, out of bankruptcy, in control of our charac- 
ters, and kicking butt at your local comic shop.” 


How perfect must a book be in order 
for the Comics Guaranty Corporation 
to give it a 10 rating? How many 10s 
has CGC given out so far? 
According to the CGC’s Primary Grader Steve Borock, “Close to perfect, not neces- 
sarily perfect, probably the best existing example of that comic book you'l ever see,” 
explains Borock. “It's only allowed to have the most minor of flaws.” 

Since going into business, CGC has only given 124 books a 10 rating, To put that 
into perspective, that’s less than one-tenth of a percent of the total books they've 
graded, which is now in the hundreds of thousands. 


Why does every issue of Fantastic Four 
carry the tagline “The Worid’s Greatest 
Comic Magazine”? That's a pretty bold 
statement! 

Sure it may be a bold statement, but Marvel is more than willing to back it up. 
“Almost all issues of Fantastic Four carry the tagline ‘The World's Greatest Comics 
‘Magazine’ because it is!” exclaims FF editor Brevoort. 

However, the history of the, ahem, “humble” tagline started way back in the early 
days of FF, when Stan the Man was doing the writing and Jack Kirby was taking care 
of the art. “It’s a tradition that goes back to issue #3 in 1962, which Stan Lee touted 
on the cover as ‘The Greatest Comic Magazine in the World!” explains Brevoort. “By 
the following issue #4, the quote had reconfigured into its more common form and 
has run on virtually every FF cover since.” 


How much input does 
Lucasfilm have on Dark 
Horse’s “Star Wars” books? 

Let's put it this way-if Dark Horse, or any company for that mat- 
ter, publishes a book that has the words “Star Wars” in the title, 
‘then Lucasfilm definitely ha ind in the production. 

“Every ‘Star Wars’ book we do gets passed through 
Lucasfilm at several stages, including outline, script, pencils 
and lettered inks,” explains Dark Horse's “Star Wars” Editor 
Dave Land. “I think it's fair to say that Lucasfilm's input is 
fairly significant.” 

‘And don't think for a second that Lucasfilm’s influence stops 
with comic book content. Wizaro also has to go through Lucasfilm 


if we want to interview a “Star Wars" writer, just so he or she doesn't give away any 
juicy, classified info, 
it’s pretty damn safe to assume thatthe Fore is definitly with Lucasfim, 


Who are some of Alex Ross’ favorite 
artists? 
According to Ross, his favorite artist would have to be Space Ghost creator 
Alex Toth, to which Ross paid tribute with a beautiful Space Ghost lithograph 
a few years ago. He's also a big fan of the design work of former X-Men pen- 
ciler Dave Cockrum, 

‘Among contemporaries, Ross likes the work of 100 Bullets cover artist Dave Johnson, 


What are “unstable molecules” and 
how the heck do they work? 

Why don't we just let Professor Brevoort take this one. Pay attention-there will be 
4 quiz afterwards. 

“Unstable molecules were discovered by Reed Richards in the aftermath of the 
‘space flight that gave the Fantastic Four their powers,” explains the Fantastic Four 
editor. “Ordinary molecules hold one particular shape-they're ‘stable’ as a particu- 
{ar form or matter. But unstable molecules have the ability to reconfigure themselves 
to adapt to changes in their immediate surroundings-so they elongate when the 
person wearing them elongates or they become fire-like when the person wearing 
them bursts into flames. Reed incorporated them into both the team’s regular cos- 
‘tumes and most of their casual wear, since their unique properties made them ideal 
to survive the rigors of a superheroic lifestyle.” 

See, and who sez you don't lean anything from comics? 


How does Spider-Man stick to walls? 
When all else fails, consult the Marvel Universe Handbook, 
According to the Handbook, the same reason your socks stick together 


RUNCHING 


Wun 


Comics) 


graded 8.0 by the yr that amoun 


after they come out ofthe dryer (considering you actually wash them prior to toss- 
ing them into a dryer that is) is the same way Spider-Man sticks to buildings-a 
ite thing called static electricity, or rater electro-static charges. Apparently, Spider- 
Man contracted this ability after being bitten by the radioactive spider that gave 
him all of his other powers. 

Either that or he hasn't washed that Spider-Man costume ina lng, fog time. 


ow does Captain America’s shield 

Iways return to him after he throws it? 
Accorting to the Marvel Universe Handbook, Caps's shield “has great aerodynamic 
properties: It is able to slice through the air with minimal wind resistance and 
deflection of path. Its great overall resilience, combined with its natural 
concentric stiffness, enables it to rebound from solid objects with min- 


imal loss or angular momentum.” 
As for how itretus to him every time Cap throws it, former Cap editor Brevoort 
offers up this explanation, “Cap's skill, pure and simple.” 


Why is it that ruby quartz will contain 
Cyclops’ optic blasts? Is there even such 
a thing as ruby quartz? 
“In some manner that has yet to be fully fathomed, ruby quartz somehow diffuses 
the wavelength of Cyclops’ optic blasts, rendering them as invisible and intangible 
3s ordinary light,” explains Brevoort. “The process is not unlike what happens to a 
beam of light as it passes through a prism,” 

If you search the Internet, you'l ind all sort of uses for man-made ruby quartz, 
from filters for fluorescent lights to one site that praises the “healing powers” of ruby 
quartz gems, However, there is no natural ruby quartz gem in the world. 


When characters like Vision or Kitty 
Pryde turn intangible, how come they 
don’t just fall through the planet? 

We imagine there was probably a hilarious series of trial-and-error events before these 
two figured out how to keep that little mishap from happening. However, both heroes 
have little tricks to avoid plunging to the Earth's core. 

“nthe case of the Vision, he simply emplays the same power to defy gravity 
that he uses in flight,” explains Brevoort, a Marvel Universe Handbook in and of him- 
self. “As for Kitty Pryde, she simply walks on the air molecules around her to prevent 
her from falling through the planet.” 


How does Vampirella stay in that 
flimsy-ass costume while she’s killing 
vampires? 
Since there's no tape or rubber cement strong enough to keep Vampirella's, um, 
assets in place while she kicking all kinds of vampire ass, Harris Editor-in-Chief 
Maureen McTigue offers up this explanation as to how Vampirella keeps her money- 
makers in place, 

“Because she's drawn that way! Why do you people keep asking me this ques- 
tion?!” laughs McTigue. 

That's a good enough answer for us! ® 
Staff Writer Casey Seijas is now a fountain of useless comic infor- 
mation. Feel free to splash around in him anytime you want. 
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JLA/AVENGERS 


Almost 2O years in the making, 
can 2002's hottest project live up 
to its hype? 

Hype isn’t quite the right word—try phenomenon. 

During the past two decades, a lot has changed about the project—from 
the writers to the editors to how many issues the series would be. Everything's 
changed, that is, except for the involvement of artist George Pérez. While 
company squabbles between Marvel and DC have scuttled the project numer- 
ous times, Pérez never gave up on the project he was born to draw. Even 
when the first attempt at a JLA/Avengers one-shot was scrapped in 1983, for 
which Pérez penciled 2 pages of the monster crossover, the ultra-detail 
oriented artist didn’t give up hope. 

“This isn’t just a big deal for fans, this is the project I've dreamed of 
doing for 20 years,” Pérez stresses. “It broke my heart when they told me 
it wasn’t going to happen the first time. When | got past page 2I this time, 
| actually took a break and finished off the Chronicles work | was doing for 
CrossGen so | could be totally committed to finishing Avengers/JLA.” 

Marvel Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada made green-lighting the /LA/Avengers 
project one of his top priorities in 2001, and soon after Quesada took his 
post, Pérez was the first to step up and say he'd immediately sign on to the 
most highly anticipated comic project of all time. 

While Pérez has no doubt how huge the upcoming four-issue mini-series 
by himself and writer Kure Busiek will be, he says he’s also well aware of how 
high fan expectations will rise when DC and Marvel's top two teams meet 
in the first issue, planned for late 2002. (The prestige format series will see 
Marvel publish issues #1 and #3 and DC Comics publish issues #2 and #4.) 

In fact, fan expectation is so high for the series, Busiek’s keeping most 
of his plans close to the vest. While he says there's definitely going to be 
some fighting and a huge threat to both teams, he won't say much more. 
But he did reveal a few morsels to tease fans into a frenzy and assures the 
crossover will indeed live up to its hype. 

“There's a cosmic threat that endangers all reality. It involves both 
teams and it sprawls over tons of locations, from Manhattan to Metropolis 4 nN 
to the far reaches of space,” Busiek offers. “But details? | want people to YN we 
read the book to get those. | have to say, | think we've got the perfect ‘ 
Batman-Captain America fight, and it’s just the way it should happen, and Lt tee 
most of the people I've told about it seem to agree. We'll just have to see (AMMMiaalins AMIEL MIDS IPE 
Neti eae thao a ices Geer ngers crossover, but who else gets to thron 
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MOORE OR LESS Marvel has extended an olive 
M oO oO R branch to Alan Moore, the legendary writer of 


Will eon . Miracleman (right) and Watchmen (below), perhaps 
hall aay aa to work on Fantastic Four (opposite). 


never 


Some say it would take a miracle for Alan Moore to work 
for Marvel again, but chances are, itll just take a Miracleman. 

According to Moore, the long-rumored plan by Neil Gaiman and 
Marvel to republish the Miracleman series (which included some of 
Moore's most critically acclaimed early work) under its original title of 
Marvelman could go a long way to get the House of Ideas back in the 
Watchmen creator's good graces. 

“If Marvel could republish Miracleman under its original title of Marvelman, 
that would definitely remove a stumbling block,” explains Moore. “But there're 
plenty of other things in the way, namely the fact that I'm very committed to 
the work I'm doing right now.” 

Currently, Moore’s beard-deep in projects from his ABC line, published by 
WildStorm. With numerous hits under his imprint's belt already, including League 
of Extraordinary Gentleman, Top 10 and Promethea, Moore plans additional projects soon. 
The writer's already begun work on a sequel to LOEG and a still-untitled mini-series 
with his Watchmen collaborator, artist Dave Gibbons 

But the cold war between Marvel and Moore has brewed for over a decade, so don't 
expect a quick thaw. The long feud between them stems from an argument over equity in 
the Captain Britain tales Moore crafted for the Marvel U.K. line, and also from a long grudge 
cover Marvel reportedly forcing Eclipse Comics to change the name of Moore's Marvelman 
character to Miracleman when it was republished in the States. 

Since taking over as Marvel's Editor-in-Chief a little over a year and a half ago, Joe Quesada's 
made it Marvel's mission to rectify long-standing problems with creators such as Frank Miller and Neil 
Gaiman. But now that he's gotten both Miller and Gaiman at least on speaking terms with the Mighty M, Moore's 
the latest superstar creator Quesada wanted to convince that things have changed at the company. 

While Quesada wouldn’t comment on whether or not Marvel would republish the Miracleman series, he did 
say he'd love to have Moore work on any number of other projects at the company. Rumors have swirled 
that Quesada’s been courting both Moore and Gibbons to take on Fantastic Four, but the E-I-C said any 
project involving Moore would take some time. 

“I've always wanted to work with Alan from the day | read Watchmen, which was 
instrumental in getting me into comics in the first place. It would be a dream come true,” 
reveals Quesada, “But unfortunately, Alan’s got a heavy schedule, a lot of stuff he's got to 
Bi do, and ultimately it’s up to him. We'd love to have him here and he knows that. There's 

no confusion there.” ll MC 


X-MEN 
With Wolverine’s 
origin revealed, 
what’s next for 
Marvel’s mutants? 


Nothing’s ever simple for the X-Men and in the 
coming year, things get downright complicated. 

Between fights abroad against former teammates 
in the pages of Uncanny X-Men and the threat of 
attack by a powerful army in New X-Men, it'll be a 
wonder if the team even makes it through the next 
six months alive. 

Grant Morrison kicks off the year with New 
X-Men #122, which features the return of the evil 
Cassandra Nova, who's switched bodies with her 
twin brother, Professor X, and has used his powers 
to wrestle away control of the Shi'ar empire. Now 
returning to Earth, Nova plans one hell of an attack 
on the New X-Men. And Morrison says that’s only 
the beginning of the trouble he has planned for them. 

“There are more twisty revelations in the ongo- 
ing Cassandra plot line and some good news and bad 
for Professor X," reveals Morrison. “After that, we 
wrap up 2001 with the hellish return of Cassandra 
Nova and a fight to the finish with the Shi'ar Empire. 
This takes us into 2002 and a whole new approach 
for the book and for the X-Men themselves, all lead- 
ing up to a shocker which no one will see coming,” 

Also on the horizon, look for Morrison to write 
what he's calling “the ultimate Magneto story” in 
year two of his run on New X-Men, 

Over in Uncanny X-Men, writer Joe Casey plans 
to bring back former X-Man and Interpol agent 
Banshee, who's leading his own, more militaristic team 
called the X-Corps. According to the scribe, the new 
team won't be the kind Xavier envisioned when he 
first united the X-Men. 

“Banshee begins his own team in Europe,” 
explains Casey. “It's much more of a military orga- 


nization than the X-Men have ever been. Banshee HAVE SHARED A UNIQUE 
&] sees it is their job to stop mutants from destroying PSYCHIC FREQUENCY SINCE 
{ CONCEPTION. 


each other and the people around them.” f, 
Furthermore, Banshee's new team, which includes J [ Bi FGA yh py, A 
former villains the Blob and Avalanche, will put him , BRAIN AND TAKE OVER. A 
in direct conflict with his former team. a 

“In Banshee’s view, as soon as he breaks up a 4 
fight between two mutants trying to kill each $ 
other, the next step is to ask them to join the BA 
X-Corps,” adds Casey. “He believes he can train Se 
them and lead them to do some good. This isn’t so 
going to be like X-Factor rushing in and saving a = 
mutant—this is military training. When Banshee 
and his crew hear of a problem, they load onto mil- 


itary helicopters and get there to stop it by any 
means necessary. 


THORNS IN THEIR SIDE Two mor pains inthe butt forthe 
YeMen in 2002 include the Cassandra Nova-possessed Professor 
X (Fight) and the renegade former X-Man, Banshee (above). 


D Cc [a oO M | ec Ss (COMEBACK KIDS Rumors have run rampant that DC 

may be poised to bring back Firestorm (below) to the 
With the | 7 € ] awkman <JLA and Captain Marvel (right) to the JSA, a la 2001's 
popular Green Arrow and Hawkman (be! 


left) revivals. 


Forget Greenpeace. The biggest proponent of recycling these days has got to be 
DC Comics! 

After the overwhelming success of Kevin Smith's Green Arrow revamp and the 
triumphant return of Hawkman in the pages of SA, DC fans are scratching their 
heads as to who will be the next big comeback scheduled for 2002. Yet despite the 
fact DC remains tight lipped about who'll follow in Ollie and Carter's footsteps, 
Internet speculation has been running rampant with rumors, 
and creators are quick to drop hints as to the big 
homecomings to look for this year. 

So far, leading the rumor mill has to be the 
return of Firestorm to DC continuity after his \, 
brief appearance in JLA #56. Add in the fact that 
“The Nuclear Man” happens to be a character that 
current LA writer Joe Kelly has shown mucho 
interest in, and Firestorm could be the first in a series 
of cool revamps in the DCU. 

“There will be at least one big revival, quite possibly more 
than one, in the pages of JLA this year,” hints Kelly. “While that'll 
be a big event to look for, there will be more interesting changes 
happening to characters rather than something as simple as a character 
being revived. It's definitely something to look for in the coming months.” 

However, many DC fans are looking to Geoff Johns’ white-hot series 
JSA or the next big thing, and if there's one thing DC will say about char- 
acter revivals, it’s that the JSA will have its share of them. 

“We want to continue spotlighting heroes that tie in with the JSA 
in 2002," explains JSA editor Peter Tomasi, "heroes that deserve some ‘air 
time’ and have tremendous potential to become mainstays in DC’s first— 
and finest—superteam.” 

One character that fans are hoping to see join the ranks of the SA based 
on his cameo appearance in JSA #26-#27 is Captain Marvel, and message 
boards are ablaze with rumors of the possibility that he'll join up with the 
team. However, Johns wants to make it perfectly clear that the JSA’s mem- 
bership drive isn't open to only one new member. 

“There will actually be several members joining up with the JSA, 
& about five total,” insinuates Johns. “As for the first two that'll show 


up, the son of an original JSAer will be joining the team, and Black 
Adam's worst fear is realized when he sees the other new 
member. We need all the big guns we can get on that book.” 

Regardless of who will be making a reappearance in DC con- 
tinuity, one thing rings true: 2002 will definitely be a year chock 
full of surprises and anything—or rather anyone—can happen. 


Catching Up With. 


JEPH 
LOEB 


WORKS ON: Writer of Marvel's 
Daredevil: Yellow and DC's Superman 
BUZZ: So what does a man 
who helped rock the very foundations of the 
DC Universe this summer with the epic “Our 
Worlds at War” crossover do for an encore? 

Well, you work on a certain vampire 
slayer. The vampire slayer. 

Jeph Loeb is hard at work on the 
highly anticipated “Buffy: The Animated 
Series,” which debuts fall 2002, and the 
Los Angeles-based writer promises that 
fans will not be disappointed: “Our goal 
with ‘Buffy’ is to raise the bar of anima- 
tion for the new millennium, similar to the 
way ‘Batman’ did in the early ’90s,” 

But don't worry-Loeb’s efforts on the 
animated front will not keep him from his 
first love, comics. He'll still be the regular 
writer on Superman, and he has big plans 
for the book, focusing mainly on stand-alone 
‘stories that will pit the Man of Steel against 
everything from race relations to Dracula, 

Loeb also plans on giving the “Long 
Halloween” treatment to a Marvel icon. May's 
six-issue Spider-Man: Blue's set after Peter 
Parker's graduation from high school and is 
intended to remind fans of Peter's first love, 
Gwen Stacy-and that Mary Jane Watson 
was not the only woman in his life (see 
related story on pg. 20.) “t's not blue like the 
color blue,” notes Loeb. “I's blue as in sad, 
asin jazz music, as in blue in love-as opposed 
to blue in the costume.” 

‘As for what he's looking forward to in 
the coming year, Loeb’s just like the rest 
of us. “I'm looking forward to ‘Spider-Man’ 
and the new Star Wars film. As for comics, 
there's so much, like The Authority, JSA 
and Fray. I's a great time to be in comics,” 
JAMES McDONOUGH 


BATMAN 


FALLIFAS cmaaemarvets Premiering an all-new story by writer Brian 
Michael Bendis, private investigator and former superhero Jessica Jones takes on a new case 
searching for one of Marvel's oldest heroes in February's issue #6. But as the story draws to 
a close, it's not only shocking where this Marvel hero's ended up, but also who he ends up 
to be! In spring, Jessica visits a small town where she looks into a massive, superhero cover- 
up. Also, look for running subplots involving other cases, Jessica's personal life and her 
relationship with the rest of the Marvel Universe. 


THE AUTHORITY cwnestormvocs The “New 
World Order” storyline will end with a bang (in more ways than one, thanks to the return 
of supervillain Three-Wille Seth, the Six-Billion Dollar Bastard), Will the old Authority be able 
to overthrow the new, wickedly corrupt team in February's #29? Series scribe Mark Millar 
ain’t tellin’. Fans who were looking forward to the Brian Azzarello/Steve Dillon run are out 
‘of luck, since the team has dropped off the title completely. “After the very real events of Sept. 
|, there's no way the story | had planned could be told,” says Azzarello, As of press time, a 
new team had not been announced and The Authority is on indefinite hiatus. 


FVEINGERS: amervetr the Avengers find themselves stil deal 


ing with the fallout of Kang’s plan for world domination, as well as the remnants of the Master 
of the World and the huge Triune threat from space. As things begin to spiral out of control 
in March, expect to see a ton of different Avengers breaking into teams and thwarting the world 
threats Kang has set up. By summer, look for many of the teams to be in disarray and a small 
ragtag band of Avengers left to stop world devastation. Longtime writer Kurt Busiek will then 
exit, with Geoff Johns slated to take over with July's #56. (See full story on p. 18.) 


B FA TS I R L. ((0C) It’s the showdown Batgirl fans have been waiting for in 
January's 30-page Batgirl #25! Batgirl! Lady Shival In a fight to the DEATH! Will Batgirl have 
to renege on her vow not to killin order to save her own life? Here's a hint: Batgir!'s “out of 
commission” in issue #26, while guest star Spoiler is left to take on Shiva's minions, accord- 
ing to series editor Michael Wright. Later on in 2002, guest writer Chuck Dixon takes over 
for a three-part storyarc costarring Green Arrow himself—no, not Oliver Queen, but Connor 
Hawke—in a murder mystery involving a strange gladiator cult. 


BATMAN BOOKS. oe: tryou thought Batman had it 


rough in 200], just wait until you see what's in store for him in 2002! Starting with January's Batman: 
The 10-Cent Adventure (which'll only costa dime, kids), Bruce Wayne becomes something he never 
imagined possible—a fugitive! After being accused of murder, Wayne goes on the lam and the 
‘only way he can show his face in public is under the cowl of Batman. The “Bruce Wayne: 
Murderer?” storyline will run through all the core Batman books—the climax in February's 
Batman #600 will shatter the Bat-books to the very core. 


BLACK WIDOW amaxmaerven Max's new Black 


Widow mini-series by writer Greg Rucka (Detective Comics) and artist Greg Horn (Elektra) 
takes a closer look at Yelena, the new Black Widow from Rucka’s two previous Widow 
mini-series, The story will focus on a plot set amid the Russian bondage scene. Debuting 
in February, the book will also look a little more closely at how the deadliest assassin in 
the world goes about doing her job, and welll be seeing just what she's willing to do—and 
not do—to earn a buck. 


CRAGE. emasemarvels Debuting in February, the Banner team of writer 
Brian Azzarello (100 Bullets) and artist Richard Corben reunite for Cage, a five-issue mini- 
series focusing on Luke Cage, a hero for hire—not a superhero, Giving up spandex for an 
office, Cage will focus on its lead character returning to his urban roots and taking on 
work as a street-level detective and protector that'll put him at odds with pimps, push- 
ers, prostitutes and the people who employ them. The series from Marvel's mature reader 
line, MAX, takes place outside of Marvel continuity, but keep a close eye out for familiar 
Marvel villains. 


CAPTAIN AMERICA omerel knighteMerven 


Captain America: Dead Man Running launches in January to bridge the gap between Captain 
America #50, which ended the regular series in December, and April's new Captain America 
#1, now under the Marvel Knights banner. Dead Man Running finds Cap in South America answer- 
ing a distress call sent by a group of US. covert agents. In the series, Cap will have to confront 
the changing world climate as well as his own role as an American icon. In April, Captain 
America # relaunches, beginning a sweeping storyarc by new writer John Ney Reiber and John 
Cassaday retelling Cap’s origin as well as revealing just why he went on that mission that 
froze him in the ice in the first place. 


CRUX tcrosscens In February's issue #1, a5 the Atianteans chase 
down the surviving members of the human race they have discovered alive on the “lost” 
continent of Australia, they realize the continent holds more than just the surviving 
humans—it hides another society. Then, the series goes into overdrive as events move quickly 
from the dim and distant past to the farthest reaches of the galaxy. The Atlanteans also 
discover there are worlds beyond their own—worlds touched by the power of the sigils 
and worlds filled with other humans. 


DAREDE VILs tmarvel KnightatMiarvel Expect big changes 


to DD's status quo this year. The only thing more shocking than the Kingpin's apparent death 
and Silke’s rise as the new crimelord of New York in Daredevil #26 is what happens next, accord- 
ing to writer Brian Michael Bendis, With Silke in charge, things heat up as one of the Kingpin's 
closest advisors, his previously catatonic wife Vanessa, tries to move in to take back what the 


WORKS ON: Writer of Marvel's 
Ultimate X-Men and The Ultimates and 
Harris Comics’ Vampirella 

2002 BUZZ: In 2001, not only did 
the Scottish writer lence critics with Ultimate 
X-Men, but he also spent a considerable por- 
tion of the year battling a severe kidney 
infection. “it was the frst time I've ever been 
really sick and it was awful,” he remembers, 

So with such an eventful year behind 
him, what does Millar have in mind for 2002? 

Aside from Ultimate X-Men and The 
Uhimates (see separate items), fans should 
also keeps their optics peeled for the three- 
volume Superman: Red Son for DC (an 
Elseworlds that has young Kal-El crash-tand- 
ing in communist Russia) as well as a 
creator-owned, 12-issue maxi-series and a 
four-issue mini that he'll only describe as 
“the most perverted idea in the history of 
the medium.” (Contract negotiations pro- 
hibit him from telling us more.) 

As you could expect, Millar is very 
happy with where he is right now in his 
career. “In a sense, what I'm doing is about 
as good as it can get when you're working 
in this business,” he says. Are there any 
people in particular he'd like to work with? 

“That's a weird question to ask some- 
‘one who's just spent the last 12 months 
working with Adam Kubert, Frank Quitely 
and Bryan Hitch. That's like asking a guy 
who's in bed with Destiny's Child if he 
wants Britney Spears to join them,” he 
laughs. “But yeah, there are still some 
people at the top of my ‘must-steal' list.” 

And besides comics, what else does 
WMillar look forward to in 2002? “Like every- 
one else, I'm interested in the Spider-Man 
movie,” he offers. “In terms of real life, 
I'm going to buy a boat.” 


GRANT 
MORRISON 


WORKS ON: Writer of Marvel's 
New X-Men 

2002 BUZZ: Having experi- 
enced tremendous success in 2001 with 
New X-Men, the Scottish writer has no 
intentions of taking it easy on Marvel's 
Merry Mutants in 2002, 

“There is going to be some very big 
surprises on the way~shocking awful stuff 
‘ho one will be expecting,” Morrison teases. 
And with such memorable scenes as 
Cyclops’ mercy killing of Ugly John or the 
destruction of the island of Genosha, fans 
can be rest assured that Morrison means 
business-and that's okay with them, 

“Im glad people like what I'm doing on 
the book,” beams Morrison. “The X-Men 
was my favorite comic when | was 21 and 
I'm trying to be faithful to that sexy, dra- 
matic, unmissable spirit. | knew New X-Men 
would probably do well because the X-Men 
could be written by a chimpanzee and still 
top the charts,” he jokes. 

Besides New X-Men, fans can look for- 
ward to another Marvel Boy series for the 
Marvel Knights imprint, as well as a cre- 
ator-owned project entitled The Filth which 
‘should be out this May and promises to 
deliver Morrison at his “most extreme.” 


{ots init and | can usually come up with some- 
thing faster and scarier than Ive done before.” 
So with coveted writing gigs lke the 
JA and X-Men under his belt, what does 
Morrison think is his biggest accomplish- 
ment to date? You'd be surprised. 
“Getting out of bed early,” he laughs. 
“For years, | struggled out of bed at noon, 
FE} but now [that I'm busy] I'm awake and 
54 working by 8am." m JMcD 


Kingpin once ruled, Can Silke keep it together? And when the FBI gets involved, it may take 
the entire Marvel cast of heroes to help save Daredevil’ life 


ELEK TRAD overvei Knights/Marvel) Detective Comics 


writer Greg Rucka begins as the ongoing writer of Elektra with a three-issue storyarc enti- 
tled “Hubris,” beginning in February with issue #8. In the story, Elektra is hired by a woman 
to bring three men to her island home. The struggle to get the three to the island is a tough, 
uphill battle for the scarlet assassin, but wait until you see why the woman wanted all 
three men there in the first place—and what Elektra does in response! 


ELXILZESS cmarveis Exiles begins the year landing on a world with no 
superheroes. As the eclectic team uncovers what has happened to the world’s superhero 
population, things get progressively worse. Realizing they've landed on a world ruled by 
shapeshifting Skrulls, the team must fight their way out and put right what once went 
wrong. Down the road in the series, look for another cast member to exit the book, but 
whether they die or just get sent home is still hush hush, so stay tuned. 


FANTASTIC FOUR amerven rebruary finds the 


Fantastic Four in part two ofa final four-part storyarc. The Royal Family of the Inhumans 
finds itself in exile, and standing between them and the forces who would see them dead 
are the FF. Expect to see Reed Richards branded a traitor by Earth, as well as a very dif- 
ferent role for the team's most powerful villain, Doctor Doom. By summer, look for Sue 
Richards’ pregnancy to hit a major snag as a new creative team comes on to take over for 
Jeph Loeb and Carlos Pacheco, who will have left the book by issue #54. 


FATHOM crop cownmage) Michael Turner returns to his cre- 


ator-owned Top Cow sensation in January. Fathom #13 and February's #14 will wrap up 
a three-part crossover between series star Aspen Matthews, Witchblade's Sara Pezzini and 
Tomb Raider’s Lara Croft as they join forces to combat Vana and a race of ice-cold under- 
sea creatures from the North Atlantic. After that, Fathom #15 launches a multi-issue arc 
that revisits the various races of undersea beings—and how they came to be so different. 
And Aspen will finally get to see her home—her true home. 


FYLLFASH ope rogues, Rogues and more Rogues seems to be the mantra 
for Flash in 2002 since the speed freak will have his hands full for the first half of the year 
with his revamped Rogue's gallery. January's “Absolute Zero” will showcase Captain Cold 
as he takes center stage in issue #182 and the new Trickster will be introduced in #183. 
This will spill into the five-part “Crossfire” storyline which series writer Geoff Johns has 
been building up to since last year’s Iron Heights one-shot. “A lot of villains from Heights 
will be around, like Murmur and Fallout,” hints Johns. “It should be pretty cool.” 


Catching Up With. 


BRIAN 
MICHAEL 
BENDIS 


WORKS ON: Writer of Marvel 
Comics’ Alias, Ultimate Spider-Man, Elektra, 
Ultimate Team-Up and \mage's Powers 
2002 BUZZ: By working on 
five hot books in 2001, Bendis has earned 
the title as the year's most prolific writer. 
‘Alas, there's no rest for the weary, as 2002 
will prove to be an even tougher load for 
him to handle, 

“In Ultimate Spider-Man, we'll see the 
return of the Green Goblin,” explains 
Bendis, “and that'l tie into the ‘Spider- 
Man’ movie release [in May], which is 
probably one of the biggest events to hit 
comics in a while, | can't wait to see 
Spidey on the big screen, swinging through 
the city. Who could ask for more?” 

And if the rumors prove true, Bendis 
will have another good reason to be 
excited about the “Spider-Man” film: 
According to numerous sources, the writer 
has been tapped to pen the first episodes 
of the “Spider-Man” CGI cartoon based 
on the flick for MTV. 

But while Spidey seems to be quite 
pervasive in Bendis’ life, he hasn't for- 
gotten his other work. In Alias, Bendis’ 
racy title that spurned Marvel to create 
its MAX line for mature readers, the writer 
plans to shake things up a bit with more 
of the raunchy scenes that got issue #1 
pulped by its original printer in Alabama. 

For example, in March's issue #7, 
“[Superhero-turned-private-investigator] 
Jessica Jones and Carol Danvers [the 
‘Avengers’ Warbird] will go out to lunch 
‘and have a very frank discussion,” chuck- 
les Bendis. “If people were shocked by 
what they read in issue #1, well. . they'll 
really be blown away by this issue.” 
eM 
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HELLBOY cerk Horse) ce ready for the "Year of Hellboy!" 


After 2001's critically acclaimed Conqueror Worm mini-series, Mike Mignola's creation 
returns in July 2002 with a two-part mini-series titled The Third Wish, which will be imme- 
diately followed by a one-shot titled Hellboy: The Island. Both stories take place after Hellboy 
has left the Bureau of Paranormal Research & Defense, so be prepared for a different sort 
of Hellboy tale. Speaking of the BP.R.D., be sure to pick up the four-issue mini-series star- 
ring Abe Sapien and Co. titled—what else?—Mike Mignola's B/P.RD: Hollow Earth, which takes 
place after Hellboy has left the Bureau. It arrives in January 


HOWARD THE DUCK mawmarven 


Howard the Duck returns in a new limited series in January with his partner, Beverly 
Switzler. Over the course of the series, they'll confront a TV talk show host who believes 
she’s the voice of God, be arrested by a female police detective who's possessed by the 
curse of an ancient demonic weapon, and shamelessly exploited by a drug-crazed gonzo 
journalist on the trail of his biggest scoop. While all that’s going on, Bev has to contend 
with a stalker, and Howard has to cope with uncontrollable panic attacks, a bout of desta- 
bilized DNA and a psycho attack cat! 


TALI LGK avtarven February’s issue #37 of Hulk continues writer Bruce Jones’ 
back-to-basics approach on the Hulk with Bruce Banner still on the run from the government. 
Continuing a four-part arc that begins in January, issue #36 gives a closer look at who the men 
in black hunting Banner are and why they so desperately want to capture the Hulk. Also 
down the road, expect the return of Doc Samson, who will also be hunting Banner. In addi- 
tion, expect to see two new black-ops characters who, according to editor Axel Alonso, are 
“the best they are at what they do and they're there to find the Hulk.” 


I R oO N M A N (Marvel) Expect an overhaul on ol’ Shell-head. 


In fact, Marvel's calling the first half of 2002 a relaunch even though the book won't 
be restarted at issue #1. With the new creative team of Mike Grell and Michael Ryan 
on board in February, Iron Man heads into a new direction as he takes on the street- 
level threat of a serial killer preying on the disenfranchised in a two-issue arc. After 
that, look for a three-parter leading to what would have been Iron Man #400. The 
three-parter will reintroduce the Mandarin as a serious and vicious villain and take 
the character out of his dated roots. 


SILLA wes new series writer Joe Kelly kicks off his run in December's issue 
#61 with what he refers to as “a crazy, over-the-top, stand-alone issue where a couple of 
old characters are reintroduced, an old villain pops up and there's an excellent, disgusting 
nose-picking scene in there.” After that, things start getting serious for the Justice League 
in issue #62, as Wonder Woman must rescue the island nation of Jarhanpur from a ruth- 


PILGRIM: GARDEN OF EDEN 


LADY DEATH 
a 6 


less dictator named Rama Khan in a three-part storyline titled “Golden Perfect.” Issue #65 
follows an adventure involving the unlikely team-up of Batman and Plastic Man, which will 
spark major events for the rest of the year. 


ISAA cw0% te looks tke the justice Society of America’s doing alittle recruit- 
ing in 2002. Now that Power Girl has joined up with the team, the stage is set for a 
six-part story titled "Stealing Thunder,” which'll focus on Johnny Thunder, JJ. Thunder and 
the all-powerful Thunderbolt, beginning in January's issue #32. More importantly, two 
new members will join up with the JSA during this storyline, and let’s just say one team 
member won't be too happy with one of the recruits, Also during this storyline, an all- 
new Crimson Avenger—one of DC’s earliest heroes—will be introduced who, according 
to series writer Geoff Johns, is “totally kick ass.” 


JUST A PILGRIM: GARDEN OF EDEN 


(Black Bull) Promising a much darker and less humorous tale than the original, the 
sequel finds the Pilgrim blasting zombies and mutants at the bottom of a dried-up ocean 
(“I didn't want to do the traditional zombie story,” notes series writer Garth Ennis, “but 
| did like the idea of the Pilgrim blowing away corpses, point blank.”) Itall starts when the 
Pilgrim encounters a group of people who've created a tropical paradise within the Marianas 
Trench. However, the populace finds themselves under attack from a mutated race of 
jellyfish-like creatures and in comes the Pilgrim to save the day. Or will he? (For a sneak 
peek of issue #1, come back next month!) 


LEAD DEATH chests Fans can expect big things 


from the first lady of Chaos! come 2002 (and we ain't talkin’ about her chest!). In 
March, fiends will have reason to salivate when Lady Death: The Gauntlet debuts the 
buxom bad girl's brand-new costume, designed by J. Scott Campbell. After that, look 
for LD to unify the Chaos! universe as she prepares for “The Shadow War" in the highly 
anticipated "Dark Alliance” crossover. Also, expect a resolution to the questions sur- 
rounding Lady Death's immortality. And finally, don't forget that the Chaos! War 
looms over the horizon and an event that promises to have severe ramifications on 
the Chaos! universe and its denizens. 


MIDNIGHT NATION oes comicestop 


Cow/Image) After a series of delays toward the last half of 2001, J. Michael Straczynski's 
critically acclaimed series hopes to wrap up in 2002. After their grueling trek through the 
world “in between,” David Gray and his enigmatic guide, Laurel, finally reach their ultimate 
destination, New York City. But the journey is far from over, as David must conquer his 
own fears and temptations in order to pass his final test. But is he strong enough to save 
himself and Laurel, or is he doomed to lose his soul and suffer the fate of becoming one 
of the hideous Walkers? 


Catching Up With... 


GEOFF 
JOHNS 


WORKS ON: Writer of DC 
Comics’ JSA, Hawkman and Flash; 
Marvel's Avengers 

2002 BUZZ: Just like the 
Flash, Geoff Johns sprinted through 2001, 
but get ready for him to pick up the pace 
in 2002, particularly on Avengers (see 
pg. 18 for full related story). 

With the highly successful “Return 
of Hawkman” storyline from JSA and a 
whole new take on Flash under his belt, 
the 29-year-old writer says to expect a 
wild year in both books, 

“Bringing Hawkman back and having 
fans respond to it the way they did was 
amazing,” says the writer. “But really, as 
Much as we did this year on Flash and JSA, 
this coming year will be even bigger.” 

‘According to Johns, 2002's Flash will 
focus on the speedster’s Rogue's gallery 
while the JSA begins a recruiting bananza. 

“In Flash, we're going to do a lot of 
cool villains again,” says Johns, “Captain 
Cold will show up and so will a new 
Trickster. Plus a few of the villains we 
introduced in Flash: lron Heights will pop 
up, too. In JSA, we're bringing back the 
Crimson Avenger and two other new team 
members will turn up, too. Overall, 'd say 
we're going to have fun this year.” 

But the project Johns is most excited 
about won't see print until December 2002, 
when the JLA/JSA hardcover, written by 
himself and partner David Goyer and drawn 
by Carlos Pacheco, hits comic shops. 

“This is a dream come true,” explains 
Johns. “Dave and | wanted to do a 
USA/JLA crossover since we brought JSA 
back. Now that it's happening, I'm just 
waiting for someone to pinch me and 
wake me up.” m@ MC 
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Catching Up With... 


HUMBERTO 


WORKS ON: Writer and penciler 
on Cliffhanger/DC's Out There; cover artist 
for Marvel's Peter Parker: Spider-Man, 
2002 BUZZ: After his previ- 
ous Cliffhanger series, Crimson, came 
to an end in early 2001, Ramos once 
again wowed fans with his new series, 
Out There, the story of four kids whose 
hometown of El Dorado City suddenly 
becomes overrun by body-snatching 
demons-and the town goverment’s let- 
ting it happen! 

“Out There has been a lot of fun to 
do,” explains Ramos, “There will be a 
lot of twists and turns coming up in 
2002 which may or may not have any- 
thing to do with the kids finding their 
way back home [in reference to last 
year’s storyline where the kid's home 
mysteriously vanished].” 

Fans of Out There should also keep 
an eye out for the all-new Out There 
Website, www.outtherecomic.com, 
which should be up and running some- 
time in the first few months of 2002. 
Ramos won't say too much right now 
about what'll be on the site, but he’s 
quick to point out that “it'll rock.” 

In addition to his Out There work, 
Ramos will continue penciling covers for 
Peter Parker: Spider-Man, and be sure to 
check out the cover he did for WizaRo's 
Amazing Spider-Man #129 ACE Edition 
‘on page 48. On top of all of this, he'll be 
starting a new comic titled KWKZ for 
WildStorm with the help of four fellow 
Mexican talents, 

“It will be a book done by myself and a 
‘group of new artists,” explains Ramos, “It'll 
follow a story involving extreme sports with 
a killer twist-you'll definitely love it.” m@ CS 


RS PRR. xh pe 


Wer 
MYPSTIC tcrosscen) mystic ushers in extraordinary new artist, Fabrizio 
Fiorentino, ust in time to kick off Giselle's mission as her planet's mystic protector. In February, 
the book will explore Nouveau City’s darker side as Giselle finds her bestfriend is involved 
with a crooked cop on the Nouveau PD. Then, in Mystics big second-anniversary issue (May's 
#24), there'll be one huge battle that will far exceed anything she's ever faced before. This con- 
flict ends up sending Giselle on a major, ife-altering quest, which will introduce seven new 
adversaries and the brand-new archvillain behind them all, 


N E GA TI oO N {CrossGen) In issue #3, Obregon Kaine, the leader 


of a small faction kidnapped by the evil Negation so they can be studied, realizes escape 
from Negation Space is only possible if they attack the evil empire head-on. Some sacri- 
fices are made, but it only hardens the survivors. The next storyarc, beginning in issue #6, 
finds them lured into a trap by an alien race of hunters that usually works for the Negation. 
But this time, they are working for a surprise adversary who has an unexpected reason for 
running them down! 


NIGHTWING. coed From January's issue #65 through issue #67, 


Nightwing is thrown into turmoil with the “Bruce Wayne: Fugitive” storyline, but that’s the 
least of his concerns as a fire and jailbreak erupts at Bliidhaven’s prison, Lockhaven, and 
“lots of incarcerated Nightwing baddies will be attending,” hints series editor Michael 
Wright. Writer Devin Grayson then takes over for the exiting Chuck Dixon, along with 
new pencilers Rick Leonardi and Jesse Delperdang, starting with July's issue #71. Their 
kick-off ish is a globe-spanning story that will feature several Nightwing villains and have 
major repercussions in the Bludhaven police department. 


NE]}W X-MEN merven see larger item on page 60. 


C J UJ : T H E R E (Cliffhanger/WildStorm/DC) After 
the events of November's issue #6 in which the town of El Dorado City completely dis- 
appeared, Zack, Casey, Jess and Mark, along with Pastor Becky and the hulking Abel, begin 
a quest to find out what happened to the sleepy California town. “They'll be crossing paths 
with strange people and strange situations,” explains series creator Humberto Ramos. 
“This may or may not have anything to do with the main story of finding their loved ones 
and their home.” However, one thing's inevitable: the Out There kids have a date with the 
wicked Dreaedalus, who was responsible for the disappearance of El Dorado, later in 2002. 


PARADISE X marven Paradise X #0 launches in February 


from creative director Alex Ross and begins a very different story than the ones told in 
previous mini-series Earth X and Universe X. With Death destroyed, Earth’s heroes find the 
ill and dying begging for death because no one is answering their call. While Earth's cham- 


pions sets out to find a new entity to step in and fill Death's role, others such as Victor 
Von Doom, Matt Murdock and Steve Rogers take on the role of guardian angels, comforting 
and protecting Earth's weakest people. 


POW E R Ss (image) Powers starts 2002 with a bang, finishing off the 


“Super Group” storyline when a superhero is murdered in what series writer Brian Michael 
Bendis describes as “the most violent manner ever in a comic.” In issue #19, the follow- 
ing arc, titled “Anarchy,” has unruly youth going wild as they rebel against all superheroic 
types, utilizing guerilla-style tactics. Also, tensions begin to swell between Detectives 
Walker and Pilgrim when elements of Walker's past begin to resurface, as well as his con- 
cerns over yet-unrevealed actions that Pilgrim may have taken during the previous year. 


PUNISHER mervei Knights/Marvel) Punisher #9 debuts 


with Tom Peyer (The Authority) and Manuel Gutierrez (Marvel Knights Double Shot) filing in for 
Garth Ennis and Steve Dillon with a three-part storyarc introducing Medallion, a shady under- 
world figure who won't be happy until he controls every cab (yes, cab) in New York City. 
Ennis and Dillon then return with issue #12, and those books will focus on more one- and 
two-issue-long stories dealing with mob stories and the mob's control of the city. 


QUEEN & COUNTRY toni press someone 


wants Tara Chace dead. And the series star and British Secret Intelligence Service agent 
won't rest until she finds out who, even if that means going back into hostile territory and 
coming face-to-face with militant terrorists. Comic books meet CNN in issue #8 when 
Chace must take down real-life terrorist Imad “The Lebanese Carlos” Mughniyeh (check 
him out, he's on the FBI's “Most Wanted Terrorists” list). However, this is all subject to 
change given current circumstances. “I may have to rewrite this storyline because he 
might be dead by the time this comes out,” muses Rucka. 


RISING STARS: cee's comicatop Cowfmage) 


With writer J. Michael Straczynski busy finishing the screenplay for the “Rising Stars” fea- 
ture film and serving as line producer for the Showtime cable series “Jeremiah,” the Rising 
Stars comic series has been delayed. But look for issue #17, which begins the final eight- 
part storyarc, to ship starting spring 2002. As the “Specials” reach their twilight years, expect 
stories to focus on how the world and the “Specials” themselves deal with the loss of the 
only superheroes the Earth’s ever known. 


FROBIN wes maret’sisue 4100 willbe co-written by outgoing writer Chuck 
Dixon and incoming writer Jon Lewis (Alternative Comics’ True Swamp). “In between 
Chuck's last page and my first, Tim Drake [Robin] reels from the events in Batman #600, 
which are devastating for him,” explains Lewis. “He tries to come to grips with that while 
exploring one of the remaining zones of ruins left over from the big earthquake [see 


Catching Up With... 


RANDY 
BOWEN 


WORKS ON: Mini-busts and 
statues based on comics characters 
2002 BUZZ: Randy Bowen will 
be taking a more hands-on approach in the 
coming year. Instead of assigning out future 
work to other artists, the premier sculptor 
plans to take on more of an active role in 
Bowen Designs’ day-to-day operations, 

“I'm looking forward to doing some 
original [designs] that let people see my 
creative direction,” says Bowen, “as 
‘opposed to copying what other artists have 
done three-dimensianally, It's not going 
to have the same sort of mass appeal as 
Spider-Man, but it's something that will 
be more unique and satisfying,” 

Oh yeah, about that Spider-Man, 
Apparently, Marvel Comics will let its license 
with Bowen expire in 2002. Until then, he 
still has a few Marvel statues in the can, 
including two versions of Cyclops (one 
based on the mutant’s ‘70s look and another 
based on the Jim Lee design) and one of 
Storm by sculptor Mark Newman. Bowen 
also has green and gray versions of the 
Incredible Hulk (see pg. 92 for photos), 
which act as companion pieces to Bowen's 
Thing statue. “f you face one with the other, 
they look like they're about to duke it out,” 
points out the artist. 

For now, Bowen is happy to look for- 
ward to pursuing more creator-owned 
designs, as well as his own original con- 
cepts and collaborations with artists such 
as Robert Crumb. But the most important 
item on 2002's agenda? 

“Relaxation,” sighs Bowen. “I haven't 
had a vacation in lke, three or four years. 'm 
also going to spend some time with my 
daughter. She's 2 now and | just want to be 
the best dad that | can be her to.” mi JMcD 


Catching Up With. 


WORKS ON: Writer of 
Vertigo/DC's Hellblazer and 100 Bullets 
2002 BUZZ: Brian Azarello 
doesn't get excited easy, but he’s never 
planned for a year like 2002 before. 

Fresh off the critically acclaimed Hulk 
mini-series Banner and growing into one 
of the hottest writers in comics because 
of his work on Vertigo's Hellblazer and 
100 Bullets, Azzarello plans to strike while 
the iron is hot with a number of projects, 

“I'm not going to do everything with a 
mature-reader label on it this year,” chuck- 
les the very mellow Chicago-based writer, 
“But itl be pretty close, Everything's going 
to have an edge this year.” 

‘Azzarello had planned to relaunch DC's 
The Authority with artist Steve Dillon 
(Punisher) after his stint on Hellblazer 
‘wound down in spring 2002, but the project 
‘was scuttled, But that doesn’t mean the 
‘two have given up on working together. 

“I'll be working on something for 
WildStorm’s mature reader line [Eye of the 
Storm] soon,” teases Azzarello. “It’s what 
Steve and | are going to do instead of 
‘Authority. | can't say too much about it but 
it's exactly what you'd expect from us.” 

In addition, Azzarello's also work- 
ing on a Batman graphic novel with 100 
Bullets artist Eduardo Risso, a Luke Cage 
mini-series for Marvel's MAX line with 
Banner artist Richard Corben and a Sgt. 
Rock graphic novel rumored to be drawn 
by legendary Silver Age Sgt. Rock artist 
Joe Kubert. 

“You can forget about General Rock 
in the current DC Universe,” says Azzarello, 
“This is old-school Sgt. Rock. And as for 
Cage? Well, he's just a bad-ass m—r 
fr!" MC 


SUPERMAN _ 
__ 


1998's ‘No Man's Land’ storyline]." Something is lurking in the ruins however, since issue 


#101 finds Tim confronting a cultural scene going on in the ruins, which will reintroduce 
an “interesting, old character from 1980s Batman,” hints Lewis. 


SOIJOU R N (CrossGen) See “Book of the Month,” page | 06. 


SPAWN.  crmpnmages Enemies come a-gunnin’ for our undead 
antihero, now the king of Hell in early 2002. And while some are only interested in the 
throne, others have returned from the grave looking for revenge. “We're going to see rogues 
like the Violator and the Freak, but not the way we're used to,” explains series writer 
Brian Holguin. Further adding to Spawn's dilemma is the fact he's inadvertently responsi- 
ble for the falling health of his friend and mentor, Cogliostro. “When he freed Cogs of the 
Spawn curse, he also took away his immortality. Unfortunately, Cogliostro is now expe- 
riencing the true effects of his age,” says the writer. 


SPIDER-MAN BOOKS omerven Peter 


Parker: Spider-Man begins the year with a three-part story dedicated to the return of Doc 
Ock. In April, the series gets a change of pace, shipping two issues in the month, both by 
writer Zeb Wells (WizARO's “Direct to Video" contest winner). The story features the 
revenge of Sandman, who interrupts an MTV-style beach show. Over in Amazing Spider- 
Man, writer J. Michael Straczynski will explore how Aunt May and Peter's relationship 
changes now that she knows he’s Spider-Man. Also, look for JMS to introduce another new 
cool villain to the series before spring. 


STAR WARS BOOKS work Horse 


Thanks to a little flick called “Star Wars: Episode IlI—Attack of the Clones,” fans can expect 
all sorts of fun Star Wars books in 2002. Be sure to check out the “Episode II” prestige 
one-shots Star Wars: Jango Fett and Star Wars: Zam Wessell in January, based on new char- 
acters. What if Luke died on Hoth? Well, you can find out in the second volume of Dark 
Horse's Star Wars “What If?”-style series Star Wars Infinities, this time based on “The 
Empire Strikes Back.” In addition, Dark Horse will release a new mini-series titled Star Wars: 
Starfighter based on the popular LucasArts Starfighter video game. 


SUPERMAN BOOKS: wo) according to 


Superman writer Jeph Loeb, Big Blue will definitely have his hands full in 2002. It all kicks 
off with January's 64-page gala Adventures of Superman #600, when Supes must re-evalu- 
ate his relationship with long-time archnemesis Lex Luthor. Plus, Superman's origin is 
retold through a pin-up gallery featuring art by Humberto Ramos (Out There), Eduardo Risso 
(100 Bullets) and more! Meanwhile, in January's Superman #178, Uncle Sam makes a guest 
appearance and Clark's relationship with Ma and Pa Kent takes a drastic turn. Could Pa 
Kent be suffering from Alzheimer’s? Say it ain't so, Loeb! This will lay the groundwork for 


ie 
Frome RAIDER 
a 


ULTIMATE X-MEN 


the rest of the year, as Superman begins to recover from 2001's “Worlds at War" story- 
line in which his ethics were pushed to the limit. 


TANGLED WEES cmerven February begins witha 48- 


page special by Darwyn Cooke (Catwoman) about two girls resembling Mary Jane Watson 
and Gwen Stacy who are both waiting for their dream date with Peter Parker, who's 
nowhere to be found. In March, look for “| Was a Teenage Frog Man,” which focuses on 
the son of the Frog Man and the shame he feels. After that, there'll be a story set in a bar 
where three villains get together for drinks every week. One of the villains will be the 
Vulture, the second will be a close relative of another former Spidey villain and the third 
isa stranger only revealed at the end of the tale. 


THOR merven tn 2002, with Thor still adjusting to becoming king of Asgard 
after Odin's death, he finds himself more powerful than ever as he receives Odin’s power 
and begins to work on a scale he’s never operated on before. While Odin felt the Asgardian’s 
time was over, Thor begins taking more of an active role in human affairs. Expect a few 
people to not be too happy about that prospect. Watch out for a reappearance of the 
Enchantress; Disac, the deity slayer from the Thor annual; and Zarko, the Tomorrow Man, 
Also, look out for a new costume and some new characters showing up as the Thunder 
God takes over Asgard. 


TOMB RAIDER crop cow/magel It's Lara Croft 


with a twist when the buxom adventurer kicks off the new year in search of an object 
from the future instead of the past. “It’s a real nice change of gears to have Lara dealing 
with the world of tomorrow instead of the world of yesterday,” says series writer Dan 
Jurgens, who exits at the end of the “Pieces of Eight” storyarc. After that, John Ney Rieber 
(Captain America) will take over with March's #21, which kicks off the six-part “Path of the 
Tiger” storyline, a time-spanning epic that has Lara tracking a thief through the Himalayas 
and an alien realm. 


ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN caerven 


Ultimate Spider-Man #18, shipping in February, sees the conclusion of the Doc Ock/Kraven 
storyline, which, according to writer Brian Michael Bendis, will end as no one expects. In 
the next storyarc, Bendis explores exactly what it means to have superpowers in the 
Ultimate Universe where they aren’t as common as they are in the regular Marvel U. 
Down the road, look for the return of the Green Goblin with a huge double-sized issue 
#22, which will introduce fans to a new look for the Goblin and a new direction. Also, look 
for an appearance by Nick Fury and S.H.I.EL.D. as spring winds down. 


ULTIMATE: X-MESN cmarven rebruary kicks off the 


beginning of Mark Millar and Adam Kubert's second year on Ultimate X-Men and has been spe- 


Catching Up With 


ALEX ROSS 


Z 
é sll te on 
WORKS ON: Creator of Marvel's 
Earth X, Universe Xand Paradise X, cover 
artist and creative director on Top Cow's 
Batile of the Planets comic 

2002 BUZZ: “I'm retiring,” 
jokes Alex Ross, the painter who changed 
comics forever with his work on Marvels 
and Kingdom Come when asked what his 
plans for 2002 were. 

But relax. Ross really won't retire, but 
he admits he hasn't planned much for 
2002 yet. In fact, after finishing the over- 
sized Wonder Woman: Spirit of Truth book 
with writer Paul Dini, Ross found himself 
with time to spare. 

“Besides my work for Paradise X and 
Battle of the Planets, | haven't decided on 
what's next, but there are a number of things 
'd like to do,” offers Ross. “I think Paul and 
| will come up with something soon but 
there's no confirmation with DC yet.” 

Even though Ross isn't sure of what 
he'll be working on next, he's curious 
about projects that other creators will be 
working on in 2002. We asked him how he 
felt about two of the higher-profile pro- 
ductions expected to make waves in the 
year to come, 

“Well, | never look forward to [current 
Green Lantern] Kyle Rayner meeting any- 
one, but | am interested to see how it all 
comes together,” comments Ross on the 
JLA/Avengers mini-series by Kurt Busiek 
and George Pérez. “And | think we all 
already know Dark Knight 2is a sales hit,” 
he remarks, referring to Frank Miller's 
much-anticipated sequel, “but | wonder 
if we're going to be talking about it a year 
from now as the benchmark that the first 
series was. It’s going to be an interesting 
year to view.” m@ MC 
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Catching Up With. 


WORKS ON: 0C's Superman 
2002 BUZZ: His dynamic art 
style has helped re-establish the Man 
of Steel as the ultimate superhero icon, 
and now, he feels there's no letting up. 
When asked what he’s got up his sleeve 
for 2002, the 27-year-old McGuinness 
responds, “A lot more Superman. | think 
I've hit a nice stride as far as the abil- 
ity to produce high-quality stuff and 
maintain my deadlines.” 

“| like what we've been doing with 
Superman and I'm excited that fans are 
digging it as well,” he continues. “I've 
been able to do a lot of crazy stuff that 
may not have flown a few years ago.” 
Like what? Like incorporating a lot of 
manga-influenced, mecha art into the 
storylines, he says. 

“It doesn't get much better than this,” 
says the New Englander when asked about 
a dream project. “I'm working with a great 
crew with one of the greatest characters 
ever. Not once has this ever felt like a 
‘monthly grind. I'm definitely happy.” 

So that’s it then? Not quite. “I'm 
playing with the notion of doing a cre- 
ator-owned project that will surprise a 
lot of people,” McGuinness responds. 
“Nothing is set in stone at this point, 
so we'll see how things develop.” But 
fans of the last Son of Krypton needn't 
worry, he promises: “Superman still 
comes first.” 

‘As for the year ahead, “I'm really look- 
ing forward to the JLA/Avengers stuff. 
That's a definite, Also, 've always loved the 
Hulk, so I'm very interested in seeing what 
[Marvel's] going to do with him now. And 
of course, | can't wait to see ‘Spider-Man.”” 
im JMcD 


VIOLENT MESSIAHS 


cially designed as a perfect jumping-on point for new readers. Like arcs one and two, the 
third arc is six issues in total, but expect more self-contained X-Men stories to flesh out the 
characters a little more and give the book a little change of pace. Issues #15-#20 basically com- 
prise a big school trip which takes the characters to Australia (issue #16), Russia (issue #17), 
mainland Europe and Scotland, where they'll visit Muir Island and meet up with Dr. Moira 
MacTaggart and Mutant X, aka. the reality-altering Proteus! The next arc focuses on Jean Grey 
and the nefarious Hellfire Club as well as the Ultimate debuts of Angel and Kitty Pryde. 


THE ULTIMATES carvers ater the first 


issue's tale of Captain America’s last mission during World War II, February's issue 
#2 introduces Hank and Janet Pym, the clinically depressed Bruce Banner and that 
likeable alcoholic, Tony Stark, as Nick Fury starts to put a team together and begins 
a new super soldier program. Issue #3 is the search for a new Captain America, issue 
#4 is the introduction of Thor and issues #5 and #6 are the first big, proper high-casu- 
alty fight for the team with an Ultimate version of a serious intergalactic Marvel threat 
as you've never seen before! 


UNCANNY X=MEIN  amerven see item page 60. 
USAGI POISIMBO ewark Horses Lone Goat and 


Kid (an homage to Dark Horse's epic series Lone Wolf and Cub) return in January's issue 
#54, and it’s up to Usagi to reunite the two after they've been split up. The only thing stand- 
ing in his way is a gang of shifty samurais. In issues #55 and #56, the samurai rabbit meets 
up with some characters from his past, including old friend Nakamura Koji, who has 
embraced the way of the bushido—the warrior's path. This all leads up to the event Usagi 
Yojimbo fans have been waiting for—the duel between Nakamura and Usagi’s sensei, 
Katsuichi, which'll happen in June’s #59. Who will survive? 


VAMPIRELLLA  tnerris Publications) 2002 kicks off 


the end of a three-part storyarc in Vampirella #6 called “Fear of Mirrors,” which introduces 
a group called The Circus, an FBI offshoot led by a Tantric sex magician named Harry 
Krishna. New writer John Smith, who took over for Mike Millar with issue #4, promises 
that vampires won't be Vampirella’s sole enemies during his run—expect to see loads of 
“modern revisionist horror stuff,” according to the writer, like “techno voodoo and zom- 
bie plastic surgery alongside ancient Mayan bat-gods and Lovecraftian cultists and sex-death 
magicians.” And expect to see some costume changes for the vixen bloodsucker as well. 
Anyone got any dental floss? 


VIOLENT MESSIAHS mage spring 2002 


will mark the release of the highly anticipated Violent Messiahs trade paperback. Titled 
“The Book of Job,” the TPB will collect the series’ first creepy eight-issue arc. After that, 


=| WITCHBLADE 
te 


the series will take a bit of a sabbatical before introducing Rankor’s Islands’ newest vigi- 
lante. Her name is Scalpel and she’s pierced, clad in latex and completely obsessed with 
Citizen Pain—both emotionally and sexually. “We'll try our hardest to use this new char- 
acter as an honest exploration of the bizarre world of obsession, S&M and costumed 
fetish wear,” says writer Josh Dysart. 


WITCHBLADE: crop cowimage) Writer David Wohl 


promises a “back to basics” approach to Witchblade in 2002. “Sara's going to begin to get 
her personal life going, but will experience her usual lack of success.” She'll also find her- 
self learning more about the gauntlet, ultimately discovering its true goal. Fans can also expect 
to see the return of several familiar faces, including rival lan Nottingham, who will play a 
major role. “Presently, he’s in a weird state, both mentally and physically. And he's hav- 
ing trouble controlling his Witchblade, which is grooming him to become a serious problem 
down the line,” explains Wohl. Kenneth Irons, Tora-no-shi and Sarah's sister, Julie, will 
also reappear. 


WOLVERINE: emarven February's Wolverine #173 begins 


a new saga for Logan as he runs into a host of old friends and enemies, including Yukio; 
his foster daughter, Amiko; and Omega Red, Deathstrike and Sabretooth. While details 
are still top secret on the three-issue arc, expect a major change in Wolverine's life 
by the end of a double-sized issue #175. With issue #176, look for major revelations 
to hit as the story moves out of the plane of the living. Also, look for series artist Sean 
Chen to take a break while an as-yet-unnamed fill-in artist will take a shot at Wolverine 
for a few months 


WONDER WOMAN oes *tssortofasword 


and sorcery, science fiction epic where Wonder Woman liberates a continent of peo- 
ple under the oppression of evil villains...and she'll ‘get some’ along the way.” That's 
how series writer and penciler Phil Jimenez sums up the first half of 2002 for Wonder 
Woman, who will pay a visit to the home of the Warlord, Skartaris, to rescue its 
inhabitants from an all-new, all-female Villainy, Inc. However, all work and no play 
leaves the Amazon Princess sexually frustrated, so luckily she'll get a little male com- 
panionship with a lucky young stud-muffin. 


X-FORCE (Marvel) Beginning in February, the X-Force team 


takes on their most dangerous—and most unlikely—mission ever in a four-part storyarc. 
Making matters worse is the fact the team knows one member of their crew will not 
return, Will it be Edie? Maybe Tike Guy? Or how about lovable Doop? According to 
series editor Axel Alonso, no one’s off limits and the death will be an event that changes 
X-Force forever. Also down the road, look for X-Force to make an appearance in fellow 
X-book, The Brotherhood. 


WORKS ON: Dreamwave/ 
image's Warlands: Age of Ice 

2002 BUZZ: “We've gota lot 
of big stuff happening this year, man-BIG 
stuff!” exclaims Lee, the driving force 
behind Toronto-based Dreamwave 
Productions. But how big? 

Well, first and foremost is the stu- 
dio's decision to move out from under the 
Image umbrella, “We thought long and 
hard about this and realized that now is 
‘a good time to make the move,” explains 
Lee. “It's nothing personal or anything like 
that. We greatly appreciate everything 
that Image has done for us. It's just that 
we've reached a point that we're ready 
to grow even more,” 

“I'm very proud of the work and prod- 
ucts that Dreamwave has turned out over 
the past year and this has helped to make 
the decision a little easier.” 

To help its cause, the young publish- 
ing company is actively working on 
acquiring some high-profile licensing deals. 
“Currently, we're in negotiations with AD 
Vision to produce comics based on several 
of their properties, such as ‘Bubble Gum 
Crisis,” says Lee. “And we've also got some 
even bigger stuff in store for this coming 
year.” Like what? Lee can't say, but he did 
Offer a little tease about his secret. 

“Both the fans and Wizaro have been 
talking about this for a long time, | can't 
say anything just yet, but children of the 
"80s will be very happy!” 

So aside from comics, what's Lee 
looking forward to in 2002? “I really can't 
wait for FFX and | just saw the trailer for 
the new Star Wars, Man, | saw the scene 
with Jango Fett~1 was like, dude this is the 
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AGE OF BRONZE amage) in january, the Trojan War 
rages on! The Archaeans’ mistaken attack on the Mysians results in a high 
death toll on both sides. Will revenge be sought by the King of Mysia? 


THE AGENCY crop Cow/tmage) 2002 marks 
the end of the first Agency series, as the team confronts Godsman, 
a serial killer of serial killers. After that, look for several one-shots 
to explore the futuristic world of the Agency. 


ASTROBOY (Dark Horse) Osamu Tezuka’s Astroboy 
makes his debut on American shores this spring, thanks to Dark Horse 
Comics. Fans will finally get the chance to read Astroboy's original 
adventures in Lone Wolf and Cub-sized digest form. 


BASTARD SAMURAI timage) April's issue 
follows Jiro, a student of an underground bushido school in New York 
where orphans are trained to fight for the amusement of the Yakuza. 
Brought to you by Michael Avon Oeming (Powers) and others. 


BATTLE OF THE PLANETS crop 
Cow/Image) Creative director Alex Ross debuts the all-new 
adventures of Mark, Jason and the rest of the G-Force gang when 
the Battle of the Planets ongoing (based on the classic '70s cartoon) 
debuts, tentatively scheduled for spring 2002. 


BEAUTIFUL KILLER cetack Bull) The 
latest Black Bull title from Jimmy Palmiotti and Phil Noto follows the 
adventures of a girl named Bridget, an eerily beautiful, genetically 
enhanced orphan out to avenge her parents’ murder. 


BIRDS OF PRE coc) The Birds try and crack 
the “Bruce Wayne: Fugitive” case. Black Canary finds evidence in a 
prominent Gotham citizen's apartment, while Oracle discovers a 
new “ability.” In September, Strangers in Paradise creator Terry 
Moore takes over as the series’ writer. 


BLACK CAIT tmarvell Felicia Hardy, Spider-Man's 
ex-partner known as Black Cat, gets her own title in fall 2002. The 
book will have a dark, edgy feel that touches on the mystical aspect 
of the Black Cat's “luck powers.” 
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BLACK PANTHER tmarven February's issue 
#41 heads into a four-issue arc titled “Enemy of the State ll,” in which 
Panther takes a more global role as he travels to China and South 
America. With appearances by Iron Man, Alpha Flight and Wolverine. 


BRAVE AND THE BOLD merved Writer 
Kevin Smith will roll out a new “Batman Team-Up” book pairing the Dark 
Knight with practically anyone else in the DC Universe that tickles his fancy. 
The first team-up, planned for fall 2002, features Bats and Green Arrow. 


BUFFY THE VAMPIRE 

SLAYER BOOKS cpdark Horse) In May, 
writer Joss Whedon stakes out a second volume of Tales of the 
Slayer. There'll also be a new Willow/Tara mini-series. Look for a 
four-part Buffy mini-series titled “Haunted,” where Buffy must con- 
front the ghost of one of her past slayings, and “147 Days,” which 
takes place during the time Buffy was dead after last season. 


CABLE tmarvel As Cable continues his fight to save the 
future, he builds a base on Muir Island for his followers to meet and 
study the Askani religion. In coming months, look for Cable to head 
to South America and China as well. 


CAPTAIN MARVEL. cmarvel) February sees 
Captain Marvel in the second part of the four-part “Time Flies” story- 
line where he and Starfox are rocketed through time and space to visit 
the world of Spider-Man 2099 and the Hulk's “Future Imperfect” future. 


CATWOMAN coe) Catwoman goes on the trail of a 
serial killer who's targeting women, and with the GCPD clueless, it’s 
up to her to do a little “unorthodox” detective work. 


CEREBUS (aardvark Vanaheim) The countdown 
to issue #300 (March 2004) continues in Dave Sim's magnum opus. 
Cerebus continues to search the desolate land surrounding his sanc- 
tuary, but what is it he’s searching for? 


CODENAME: KNOCKOUT cvertigane) 
Angela and Go-Go are hot on the trail of super-spy Una Enigma in 
the upcoming “Enigma Variations” storyline. 


THE FIRST 


CREED: UTOPIATE mage) This fully painted, 
four-issue bimonthly series debuting in January by Trent Kaniuga and 
Christina Z. has a teenager discovering he's not alone in the Dreamworld 
when he meets Lori, a gir! with similar fantastic powers. 


CRYPTOPIA  timage) From Ben Raab (Excalibur), 
dreams turn into nightmares when a student of Cryptozoology (the 
study of hidden species, like Bigfoot and Chupacabra) finds herself 
stranded on an island chock full of these exotic beasties. 


THE DARKNESS crop Cow/image) Siated to 
take over the book in 2002 are Paul Jenkins (Universe) and Dale Keown 
(Pitt), who promise to return the series to its dark, real-world roots. 


DARKMINDS: MACROPOLIS tmage) 
Picking up right where the last series left off, expect more of the 
anime-style sci-fi and intrigue that made the first series such a hit. 
Drawn by the first ladies of Dreamwave, the Chen sisters. 


DERDPOOL tMarvels in February, “Funeral for a 
Freak” parodies the death and return of Superman. Also, look for 
‘a new creative team to take over in March with plans to introduce 
a new archenemy for Deadpool and an appearance by the Rhino. 


DEFENDERS tmarvel) Co-writers Kurt Busiek 
and Jo Duffy relaunch a six-issue Defenders mini-series to revive the 
lagging title, Look for the Defenders to take on the Avengers as 
they decide the best way to save the world is to take it over. 


DEFIANCE timage) Mixing traditional comic art with 
the latest in computer art, February's Defiance #I is the story of a 
fallen angel freed from hell. 


FELON oMinctaur/Top Cow/imagel In issue #2, Cassiday's 
gota few scores to settle since she's discovered al of the money that was 
coming to her is all gone, However, a trip to a state fair is in order to do 
alittle dirty work (January's issue #3). And Agent Freeh, who readers 
have only seen for a page in issue #I, gets to tell her story in issue #4. 


THE FIRST (CrossGen) Drumbeats toll as the 
inevitable war draws closer: Seahn’s insurrection gains steam, some 
of it coming from the ears of the Dexter High Council when Seahn’s 
crew takes on Pyrem! 


GHOST IN THE SHELL Il tpark Horse) 
‘Man Machine Interface, the long-awaited sequel to Masamune Shirow's 


HARLEY QUINN 


S 
K | 
GREEN LANTERN 


classic anime “Ghost in the Shell,” is tentatively scheduled to debut 
sometime in spring 2002. 


GREEN LANTERN coc) Kyle Rayner’s going 
through his share of tough times, especially now that all of the past 
Green Lanterns are under his control, including Hal Jordan. Should 
one man have that much power? 


HARLEY QUINN coc) Harley takes a vacation to. 


Metropolis in hopes of pulling off a heist that she figures she could 
never do in Gotham. Too bad no one told her about the Man of Steel! 


INFERNO crop Cow/image) Dante (unwittingly 
manipulated by the villainous Mr. Black) leads his team of ex-cons- 
turned-soldiers deeper into the bowels of the underworld in search 
of the key that will close the gates of Hell. 


JUST IMAGINE STAN LEE... oe) Look 
out for the Just Imagine Stan Lee... Secret Files available January 2002, 
featuring art by Joe Kubert, Dave Gibbons, Kevin Maguire and more! 


LONE WOLF AND CUB (Dark Horse) 
While the regular series comes to a never-before-seen conclusion, 
look for all-new comic material in May in a series titled Lone Wolf 
and Cub 2100, which will take place farther in the future. 


MERIDIAN tGressGen) Sephie's experiment in guerrilla 
piracy faces its first tragic setback, leaving Sephie in a devastating moral 
quandary: Does she really have the right to do what she has done? 


NOBLE CRUSES mage) In January, scribe 
Jay Faerber and penciler Patrick Gleason continue the story from 
‘October's Noble Causes one-shot. Here, they reveal the secrets and 
intrigue of being in a high-profile family whose powers make them 
the world’s greatest superheroes. 


NOWHERESVILLE mage) Collected and 
completely reworked for Image, this black-and-white graphic novel 
from former Caliber Comics creator Mark Rickets tells the tale of 
250s Greenwich Village beatnik who finds himself hip deep in mur- 
der, mobsters and spiritual enlightenment. 


100 BULLETS cvertigo/0c) “The Counterfeit 
Detective” continues as Private Eye Milo Garret looks to unravel the 
mysterious circumstances that left his face wrapped in bandages, 
but is he getting in over his gauze-coyered head? 
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THE PATH tcrossGen) Debuts in February with 
a 32-page prequel issue. On a world akin to feudal Japan, the war- 
lord Todosi has died, slain by the very gods to whom he prayed. 
What is their master plan? 


THE RED STAR timage) Things kick into high 
gear in 2002 as the search by Maya, Urik and the rest of the heroes 
for former comrade Marcus Antares reaches its climax. 


RUSE cerossGen) For years, detective Simon Archard 
believed Lightbourne was dead, claimed by the horrors of the one 
case Simon Archard never solved, But not only does Lightbourne 
live, he lives for vengeance, and when he resurfaces, sparks fly! 


SANDSCAPE: mage) Dreamwave's newest title fol- 
lows a young female mechanic as she searches for the truth about her 
father through a desert-like world filed with giant mechas and danger. 


SAVAGE DRAGON «mage? 2002 is the 
year of the Dragon when Finhead reaches his landmark 100th 
issue. Expect 100 pages of all-new material from series creator 
Erik Larsen. Even cooler, all 10 back-up stories in the com- 
memorative ish will feature guest inks by some of comicdom's 
biggest names! 


SCION (CrossGen) The war between the Ravens and 
Herons on the medieval-techno world of Avalon races toward a cli- 
max as the kingdoms ready their fleets and armies for a final, 
winner-take-all battle. 


SIGIL. (CrossGen) Big-time war reopens between the 
Planetary Union and the Saurian Empire as moons crash into plan- 
ets and whole worlds are being blasted into asteroid belts. 


THE SIMPSONS Benge? In January's Simpsons 
Comics #66, look for Homer to start his own cruise line! In subse- 
quent issues, Lisa will find her archenemy in Sideshow Cecil (Bob's 
brother), and Flanders, Apu and the Comic Book Guy form the 
“Merchants of Vengeance” crime squad! 


THE SPECTRE cic} Hal jordan is confronted by 
the mysterious “forever woman” who claims that she and Hal are 
somehow entwined. Will Hal help his mysterious guest from dying? 
Maybe Dave Johnson knows, since he takes over the cover art duties 


with March's #15. 
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SUPERGIRL. coc) Supergirl looks to put the smack- 
down on a demon cult, but she'll get more than she bargained for 
when the cult accidentally summons the demon, Etrigan! 


THUNDERBOLTS tmarvel) Expect to see 
Hawkeye back in costume as the series embarks on a storyline 
titled “Heroes Return.” Also, look for a follow up to the Citizen V 
mini-series to debut around March. 


THE TITANS coc) new penciler Barry Kitson 
(Empire) takes over in January. The D.E.O. needs the Titans’ 
help to save a child's life, and the shocking truth about Epsilon 
is finally revealed! 


TRANSMETROPOLITAN ctvertigamc) 
Spider Jerusalem's on the trail of exposing President Gary Callahan as 
corrupt by interviewing prostitutes, but someone has been mysteri- 
ously killing off the President's favorite “ladies.” 


ULTIMATE TEAM-UP tmarvel Issue #13 
wraps up Spidey’s adventure with Dr. Strange, followed by a team- 
up with Black Widow illustrated by Terry Moore and a meeting 
with Master of King-Fu by David Mack, Rick Mays and Andy Lee. 


UNIVERSE crop Cow/image) Tom journeys 
deeper into Hell as he nears his final confrontation with General 
Black. Along the way, he'll meet the Conductor, the supernatural 
pilot of a train that brings the worst souls to Hell. 


VAMP! tAnarchy Studios/Harris Publications) 
February's issue #16 marks the beginning of the four-part 
“Ultimatrix” saga, which sees Vampi finally finding the cure for her 
hated vampirism. 


X-TREME X-MEN tmarvell Issue #10 kicks 
off an invasion of the galactic scale from Dimension X, and the 
X-treme team must confront the threat alone as the other regular 
X-teams are unable to help. 


With reporting by Mike Cotton, Justin Jones, James 
McDonough, Jim McLauchlin, Casey Seijas and Andy Serwin. 
The Wizako staff would like to thank all those who put up with 
us while we raided their offices, harassed them over the phone, 
bombarded them with e-mails and picked through their brains 
for information for this preview. 
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jhen it comes to comic book movies, it’s easy to spell success—especially if you've got at “X” in the 
title! To that end, WizarpD decided to cast yet another “X” flick, and this time around, it’s based on 
an off-the-wall spinoff: The Exiles! 

This book stars a cast of fresh young mutants displaced from various alternate realities who must travel to 
different dimensions and set events right to keep time from falling apart. We'd cast a bunch of young up-and- 
comers to make these high-concept mutants come to life, and with loads of cool, unique twists on the X-stories 
you know, an “Exiles” movie would no doubt put butts in the seats! 


LIV TYLER as 
BLINK 
Blink’s a tough, hardened mutant Lillard often plays manic, wacky 
with super-agility and teleportation types (13 Ghosts,” “Scream”), but 
powers who sports a slightly we think he’s a solid physical match 
elfin look. We'd cast Tyler as the for Mimic, the reformed villain who 
pink-hued beauty thanks to her can copy the powers of any mutant 
recent turn as an elf he meets. 

princess in the “Lord of the 
Rings” flicks. And did we 
mention how hot she is? 
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COBY BELL as THUNDERBIRD 
On “Third Watch,” Bell fills the role of 
strongman as a New York City rescue 
worker. Bell's got the right look and 
physique to play Thunderbird, the 
powerhouse member of the Exiles. 


ALICIA KEYS as NOC TURN! 


Pop-singing sensation Keyes 
("Fallin") has the perfect 
look to play Nocturne, 
the super-agile, tele- 
porting and telepathic 
mutant who's 
the daughter 
of X-Man 
Nightcrawler! 


Ff 
JIMMY FALLON as MORPH 


For the wisecracking, shape-changing mutant known 
as Morph, we'd want an actor/comedian who can do 
voices and change his appearance at will. We like 
“Saturday Night Live” newscaster and funnyman 
Jimmy Fallon, who makes us laugh till we pee! 
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BRENDAN FEHR as 
IMIAGNUS 

To play Magneto's brooding 
young son, Magnus—who 
possesses the same magnetic 
powers as his father—you'd 


need an actor who convinc- LINDA PARK as SUNFIRE 

ingly plays an outcast. Park plays the space-linguist on UPN's 
We like Fehr, who plays a hit Star Trek spinoff, “Enterprise.” We 
rebellious young alien on think she'd set the world on fire play- 
“Roswell” with great results. ing Sunfire, the mutant who can fly and 


project fire and searing blasts 
of microwave radiation, 


MICHAEL JETER as 

. c THE TIME BROKER 
- NS The Time Broker is the funny little 
‘ s alien-looking gent who sends the 
HUGH JACKMAN as WOLVERINE Exiles on their missions and keeps 
The best there is at what he does, totally ass-kicking iabxeaetiot their progress, We'd. 
Wolverine right here, played by none other than Hugh cast Jeter (Jurassic Park 3”) as this 
Jackman ("X-Men")! But why? Because Logan's cropped charming, quirky yet nonetheless 
up in almost every Exiles adventure so far, and as comic giant pain in the backside. 
fans know, you can never have enough Wolverine! 
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Rv that cheesy Transformers movie theme song, “You've got the touch, you've got 
.e power!” Well, that applies right here, right now! Take that attitude to help give glory to 
your favorite thing in the world—comics! ‘ 

Yep, it’s time to vote for the 9th Annual Wrzarp Fan Awards, the awards that you—yes, 
you!—the comic fans of the world decide! 

Your votes will determine the winners of these prestigious, guaranteed-not-to- 
tarnish awards! Nominees are already provided, as determined through a 
WizardWorld.com fan poll. Don't like the choices? Hey, this is America! Feel free 
to write in your own! 

‘We encourage you to vote, but remember to follow these important rules 
and regulations, lest anarchy prevails: 


1) Any material from the calendar year 2001 (comics, merchandise, 
TV shows, whatever) is eligible. 

2) You may vote for only one entry in any category. Multiple votes 
are all disqualified. 

3) You don't have to vote for a listed nominee. Write-in candi- 
dates are perfectly acceptable. 

4) You may send in only one ballot. All multiple ballots are dis- 
qualified. 

5) Get your ballot in by March 1, 2002. Ballots postmarked after 
that date are null and void. 

6) Send your ballot to: WIZARD FAN AWARDS 

c/o Wizard Entertainment 
P.O. Box 118 
Congers, NY 10920-0118 

7) You can photocopy a ballot if your friend wants to vote. 

8) Keep reading Wizanp: TH Comics MAGAZINE to see the results! Or better yet, 
swing by the Wizard World Chicago convention July 5-7, 2002 where 
the Wwzarp Fan Awards ceremony will be held! All winners will 
walk away with one of these funky-cool award trophies by the 
sculptor and toy guru himself, Claybum Moore of Moore Creations! 


EXAMPLE: Here’s how it works, people. Just check 
one entry per category or check “write-in” and write 
someone in. It’s easy, and nine out of ten podiatrists 


FAVORITE PENCILER 


Adam Kubert (Ultimate X-Men) 
qicormmend vow de:$6l ee i Andy Kubert (Wolverine: Origin) 
ADVISORY: We picked Tim Sale's name out of the proverbial hat for this example, And O Ed McGuinness (Superman) 
it’s just an example, Vote for whoever the heck you want! a Sronk Quitely (New X-Men) 
DO IT TODAY. Tim Sale (Daredevil: Yellow) 


Voting makes you strong. The Hulk votes a lot. } Owed, 
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irector Mark Steven Johnson has taken the dare. A 
} lifelong comic fan and director of such films as 
“Grumpier Old Men” and "Simon Birch,” Johnson 
has assembled the main pieces of the puzzle to bring 
Daredevil to the silver screen. 
Leading man Ben Affleck (‘‘Pear] Harbor”) has officially 
signed on for Twentieth Century Fox's live-action 
“Daredevil” film, playing the Marvel 
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‘DAREDEVIL DOCTRINES 


Director Mark Steven Johnson speaks out on the Man Without Fear 


Comics character who's crusading lawyer Matt Murdock by 
day and a crimefighting superhero by night. 

The $70-million-budget blockbuster, slated for a Novem- 
ber 2002 release, has long been a pet project for Johnson, 
who also penned the screenplay for the film. 

With the title character wrapped up, the stage is set 
for the rest of the film to fall into place. Affleck tried out test 
costumes in October, and Johnson and crew got to work 
on filling out the rest of the cast, which will include 
Elektra, Bullseye and the Kingpin. 

f, During the casting process, Johnson paused 
to tell Wizarp just what he feels about all 
Bw) things related to the Man Without Fear... 


ON BEN AFFLECK «mere’s something 


about Ben, as an actor and as a person, that is inherently lik- 
able,” Johnson said. “Ben can take an audience along on a 
ride because they trust him. That's a quality that some of the 
great movie stars have that can't be taught or learned.” 

Johnson also believes Affleck will cut 
an imposing presence in the Daredevil 
costume. “Ben is going to look great,” 
Johnson said enthusiastically. “Truth 
is, most actors are small in stature. Cam- 
era tricks are employed to make them look 
heroic. But Ben is 6-foot-3 and 200 pounds. He truly 
has the look and physique of a superhero. 

And that's not all. “Plus, he’s got that killer chin,” 


| Johnson laughed 
yA 


FZ ON DAREDEVIL “tite an great comic char- 
acters, Daredevil is all about the divided self,” 
Johnson said, “The world of Matt Murdock and 
the world of Daredevil are two lives that collide.” 
But Johnson believes DD goes a step deeper. 
“Daredevil is about the dichotomy of the legal 
system, too,” he says. “Daredevil picks up at night- 
time where Matt Murdock left off in the daytime. 
Itell you, this guy doesn't get any sleep.” 


ON THE COSTUME «me Daredevil cos- 
tume is going to be faithful to the spirit of the comic,” 
Johnson confirmed. “It will definitely have the feel 
of the superhero, but will also have an extreme 
sports feel—the practical, everyday protection you 
need. The suit he wears has to be a real-world suit, 


} ing for is someone who is obviously beautiful, but also tough; 
who has lot of presence. Someone who has a lot of stature, 
and can physically handle the role, but can also break your 


a AV eiy { heart. You have to fall in love with her the way Matt Mur- 


} dock falls in love with her.” 


_ ON THE KINGPIN «aot of people have this mis- 


conception about the Kingpin,” Johnson says. “It's funny. 
You'll read message boards and people will say ‘Marlon 
Brando!’ ‘cause he’s one of the few fat famous people they 
know. But the whole point of the Kingpin is that he’s all 
grossly overdeveloped muscle. In a hand-to-hand battle, 
| the Kingpin is gonna just kick Daredevil’s ass. All he’s got 
do is grab Daredevil and he'll just break him 
in half. 

“In casting Kingpin, we're looking for some- 
one with the size, but also the strength. What I 
don’t want to do is cast somebody and put a fat 
suit on him. A special effects Kingpin just ruins 
the whole soul of the character.” 

The eventual Kingpin actor could come from 
anywhere. “The Kingpin to me can be of any 
race,” Johnson said. “The most important thing 
is the attitude and the size.” 


ON ‘DAREDEVIL’ COMICS «tere 


are three runs, of course. There are the old Stan 
Lee-and-Gene Colans, then Frank Miller's run, 
and Kevin Smith's run. 
~ “[ understand there's so much jealousy in 
ON ELEKTRA “textrais the soul- MAMSsald ; this industry, but I think a lot of people just don’t 
mate for Matt Murdock,” Johnson said. “She is our tragic, | give Kevin the credit he’s due. Interest was dwindling, it 
damaged heroine—Daddy's little rich girl who was brought | was really going nowhere, and a lot of people had forgot- 
up ina life of violence and has trained to protect herself.” | ten about the character. But with Kevin's run, it immediately 
But casting for Elektra? “It's a tough, tough, tough one,” | catapulted it back into the top 10. The reason this movie is 
Johnson revealed, “We've been looking at a lot of people, | getting made is largely due to Kevin's run on the comics.” 
from unknowns to well-known actresses. What we're look- | JIM McLAUCHLIN 


O a 


similar to what a motorcycle racer would 
wear—certain padding, certain protec- 
tion that you would need to do the things 
that Daredevil does.” 

Bottom line? “No red spandex,” 
Johnson said. “But it's still a super- 
hero costume. You'll look at it and go, 
‘Oh, yeah—that's Daredevil.’ There's 
no doubt.” 


ON BULLSEYE «bunseye tome is 
like Alex in ‘A Clockwork Orange.' He 
is that scary punk with a rock star vibe,” 
Johnson said. “He is the guy who should 
be charming, sexy, and smile as he 
slips a shiv in your stomach.” 


The rights to Just A Pilgrim, Garth Ennis’ 
Black Bull Entertainment comic, were recently optioned by Catch 23 
Entertainment for a Nicolas Cage as the master of the occult... 
possible feature film Beans Productions will produce an “Evil 
production. Just A Ernie” animated film based on a script by (y 
| Pilgrim tells the story Chaos! Comics founder Brian Pulido. The film 
| of a former Green will run exclusivel on their Website at 
'] Beret who leads a www.coolbeansworld.com...Shore- 
band of settlers across line Entertainment has entered 
the dried-up ocean into a two-picture agreement 
floor after a natural with 2000 AD to produce two (WJ 
disaster almost live-action Judge Dredd N 
destroys Earth. films...Kenneth Branagh ff 
VATCHIN: (‘Henry V") will play Prof. 
“X-Men” and “Hulk” Gilderoy Lockhart in the next 
screenwriter David Hayter is reportedly in talks to option the movie Harry Potter movie, “Harry Jf 
rights to Watchmen, the classic DC mini-series by Alan Moore and Dave Potter and the Chamber jpq 
Gibbons, Word also claims that Hayter would direct the film from his of Secrets.” 
own script. 1 THE Wizaro STAFF 
CES According to published reports, production on the 
"Constantine? live-action film-based on DC's Hellb/azer comic-is 


r just the span of a few 
episodes, “Smallville” 
has raced at super-speed 
to achieve the status of 
TV phenomenon. 

Its premiere episode 
drew 8.4 million viewers to 
their TV sets on Oct. 16, an 
all-time record for the WB 
network. An impressive 90 
percent of those viewers 
returned for a second dose 
of the teen Clark Kent when 
the second episode aired. 
“Smallville” has already 
been #1 among males 
aged 18-34 and #1 among 
teen females, and even 
big-time critics agree with 
the public's praise. 

“This one is by far the best-ever TV depiction of 
[Superman]," wrote LA Times TV critic Howard Rosenberg. 
“t's no wonder that when ‘Smallville’ ends, you want more.” 

Set in Superman's famous fictional hometown of Small- 
ville, Kansas, the show focuses on the high school 
adventures (and misadventures) of an awkward Clark Kent 
(Tom Welling) as he grows into the man who'll one day be 
the world’s greatest hero. 

Clark, who still hasn't gained or mastered many of his 


pir MORE 
UTH-TO- 
UTH. 


THE BALD AND THE BEAUTIFUL Michael R 
and Tom Weng (right) stars as Clark Kent on 


i: cold, windy, and there’s ducks everywhere. But what 
else would you expect on a duck farm? 

No, these aren't the auditions for the new AFLAC spokes- 
duck. This unassuming locale in Eastport Long Island is the 
setting for the opening scene in Shi creator Bill Tucci’s new 
movie. Entitled, “Some Trouble of a SeRRious Nature,” the 
film marks the comic pro's directorial debut, as well as the 
realization of a lifelong dream. 

“['ve always wanted to do a film,” explained Tucci. 
“Every comic artist approaches a comic like it's 
a film, The storytelling is very familiar. It's a nat- 
ural progression.” 

A bit of a departure from the high-octane 
action and intrigue of his comic series Shi, “Some 
Trouble of a SeRRious Nature” is the amusing tale 
of how a $98,000 Corsair fighter plane found its 
way—nose first—into the bank of a creek in the 
hick town of Hockeyjock, Arkansas. 

As the finishing touches of the scene are set 
into place, the film’s director of photography, Sol 
Negrin exclaimed, “We're running out of daylight, 
let's get it together.” Negrin is an Emmy-award 
winning veteran who's also worked on such fea- 
ture films as “Top Gun.” The addition of Negrin is 
further credit to Tucci's dedication to this project. 
The fledgling director has invested over $50,000 
ofhis own money, employing CGI effects and rent- 
ing a vintage F4U Corsair, as he attempts the 


yeti 
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ae 


in World War I 


‘SMALLVILLE’ HITS IT BiG FOR WB NETWORK 


powers, spends his time 
pining for beautiful and 
sweet Lana Lang (Kristin 
Kreuk) and forming a sur- 
prising friendship with 
young Lex Luthor (Michael 
Rosenbaum) in between 
fighting Kryptonite- 
spawned villains and trying 
out for the football team. 

His parents, much 
younger versions of the 
classic Martha and Jonathan 
Kent (Annette O'Toole and 
John Schneider, respec- 
tively), help guide Clark to 
doing the right thing as he 
faces the problems of an 
everyday teen in addition 
to the difficulty of dealing 
with his burgeoning superhuman abilities. 

The superb acting of the cast and sharp dialogue of 
writers like comics veteran Mark Verheiden (Aliens) have 
managed to balance favorably with the show's comic book 
elements, like a half-insect teen, a pyrokinetic football 
coach and a shape-changing young girl. Now that the WB 
has renewed the show for a full 22-episode season, fans 
and critics can both expect the show to continue to fly up, 
up and away, MADAM PATYK 


asenbaum (left) 
the WB's latest hit, “Smallville.” 


TUCCI GETS ‘SERRIOUS’ ABOUT MOVIES 


‘Wizaro’ goes on location of ‘Shi’ creator's new WWII film project 


impossible—shooting a thirty-minute film in six days. 

“It's been crazy, but I can always sleep next week,” 
explained the creator. 

And what are the plans for the film? “We're going to hit 
all the festivals and shop it around. It's a great way to show 
alot of the people that I've met over on the West Coast that 
I can direct.” To coincide with the film's release, Tucci is 
planning a comic tie-in, a one-shot which he will will write 
and illustrate. MUAMES McDONOUGH 


creator Billy Tu 


(pictured) combin 
the short film, “Some Trouble of a 


of film with his interest 


al AARious Nature. 
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“COOL COMICS- RELATED STUFF ON THE INTERNET 


‘BROKEN SAINTS’ MARCH IN 


Online graphic novel pushes Flash animation to its limits 


ven if it is broken, don’t fix it...especially if it's 
E Broken Saints, a free online graphic novel whose 

creators seek to revolutionize graphic storytelling 
on the Web. 

The daring new Website, www.brokensaints.com, 
sprung from the imagination of creator Brooke Burgess 
and collaborators last June, and their efforts have already 
paid off with a prestigious 2001 Pixie Award for Best 
Website Incorporating Motion. The kicker? They're just 
warming up. 

Mixing influences from manga with stylistic elements 
from Watchmen, Sam Kieth's The Maxx and the creepy sen- 
sibility of TV’s “Twin Peaks,” Broken Saints is 


} the story of four people in a seemingly normal world who 
are forced to confront the internal and external obstacles 
ofreality's dark underbelly. The story has already proven 
to be eerily relevant with its portrayal of Oran, an Islamic 
| fundamentalist terrorist who begins to doubt his violent 
actions reflect the true nature of his religion. 

Based in Vancouver, Burgess, who also serves as 
writer/director, started the Broken Saints venture in part 
because Flash animations on the Internet had been lim- 
ited to low-brow skits that didn’t incorporate all of the 
application’s abilities to merge sound and motion. Hoping 
to do something progressive with real depth, Burgess 
was joined by artist Andrew West, Flash designer Ian 
Kirby and series composer Tobias Tinker in the endeavor 
to create an online event. 

“We wanted to do a form of graphic literature that wasn’t 
static,” explains Burgess, a big fan of the comic medium. 
“Ithas very cinematic transitions and motion while retain- 
ing the literary depth of a graphic novel.” 

The slickly designed Website requires the Flash 5.0 
plug-in to view the story, which is divided into chapters 
that are released every month or so, about the amount of 
time it takes to complete an episode. It offers a skinny" ver- 
sion, although broadband connections are definitely 
preferred for accessing the hefty content—chapters range 
from around 10 to 30 minutes in length. The story itself 
should complete its 24-chapter course by June 2002. 
Driven by a unique combination of story, art and music, 
the site has already gener- 
ated worldwide attention. 
Winning a Pixie is the icing 
on the proverbial cake for 
the creators, who have 
experienced a phenomenal 
year. Broken Saints’ popu- 
larity has swelled in Europe, 
where portals are starting 
E to line up to host the site. As. 

more interest grows on their home turf of North America, 
the Broken Saints team is even entertaining the idea of 
breaking out into other media. 

“Numerous companies have been sniffing around the 
property, from video games to TV," Burgess admits. He 
adds that the comic industry's darker fare, like DC’s Vertigo 
characters, might get a shot in the arm from an online treat- 
ment similar to Broken Saints. 

‘With the possibility of the property busting out into the 
larger media world, now’s the time for comic fans to get in 
on the ground floor and check out what Broken Saintsis all 
i about. Itis a surreal experience that will leave visitors won- 
to the site's animation and special enhancements. dering, “What's so broken about it?” ll ADAM PATYK 


fhe characters of online graphic 


novel Broken Saints, which include (above |. tor.) 
Raimi, Kemimura and Shandala, are almost secondary 


CARTOON MAYHEM 


New Chuck Jones project debuts 


huck Jones (www.chuckjones.com), who has 


directed Warner Bros.’ greatest Looney Toon stars! 


such as Bugs Bunny and Daffy Duck for over 60 years 
andis responsible for creating indelible characters like Wile 
E. Coyote and Road Runner, has launched his latest creation 
for all to see. But you won't find it on any cartoon channel or 
even during Saturday morning—you'll find it on the Web! 

Visit warnerbros.com to watch the latest adventures of 
the brand-new Thomas Timber Wolf, a slick, charismatic 
forest-dwelling beast whose shenanigans rival that of one 
wascally wabbit. Jones’ inimitable flair is evident in every 
aspect of this online ‘toon, from T-Wolf's hyper manner- 

= isms to the comic timing 
of his calamities. 


Flash-animated install- 
ment is available online 
for two weeks, with new 
episodes debuting 
every Monday. 

JOHN B. LACEY 


BIG BAD WOLF New Chuck 
Jones creation on the Wel 
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“?’m always at 

google.com. That's a def- 

inite. It's a great search 

engine that helps when 

I'm looking for images 

or art references. 

Anipike.com is another 

good one. They've got 

links for almost every 

anime you can think of. 

I'm also a big eBay 

[www.ebay.com] person. 

I'm always there, bidding on stuff. I've actually pur- 
chased a lot of Transformers stuff for my collection 
there. Once in a while, we'll go to rotten.com to 
check out the disgusting sh-- that’s going on. It’s 
good for our criminal stories.’ 

-PAT LEE., artist on Warlands: Age of Ice 


FAVORITE 


HOLIDAY New 
Year's Day! It's 
2002, boys and girs, and it’s going to 
be a big year for comics! 
www.timeanddate.com/counters! 
newyearhtml 


THIS MONTH 9-17: 
Emergency Relief (Ateratve 
Comics) Al-star benefit 
‘book with all proceeds 
going to the American Red 
Cross. indyworld.com! 
altcomics 


MARK YOUR CALENDARS 


TODAY Amazing Spider- 
‘Man #39 (Marve). Aunt 

May knows Peter’ litle secret, so 

what’ he to do? 

www geocities.com! 

‘hreaSi /Cavern/3227 

auntmay.htm| 


A} travels to and from a 


TODAY Batman: The 10-Cent 
‘Adventure (DC). 22 full-color 
pages for only a dime, Launches “Bruce 
Wayne: Murderer?” event. 
Take a trip down memory 
Jane at www.goldenage 
batman.com 


THIS MONTH Truth 
Serum (Slave Labor 
Graphics), Because sneete are 
people, too. 
‘www.bestpiteh. com! 
‘truthserum 


THIS WEEK Creed: 
Utopiate #1 (mage), New 
from Christina Z, A teen 


dream world, 
www.christinaz.com 


Ellis’ Strange Killings (Avatar 
Press). A combat magician 
is sent to quella prison rit, 
www avatarpress.com 


THIS WEEK iran Man #50 
(Marve, Mike Grell and 

Wichae Ryan jump on as Tony Stark deals 

with the consequences of 

his weapons. 

womusers.qwestnet! 

~ bryanafronbody html 


THIS MONTH “Comic 

Book Villains,” a film by 
James Robinson (Starman), debuts in 
limited release, 
www.lionsgatefilms.com/CorpSite! 
intl/cannes_list.html 


THIS WEEK Adventures 

of Superman #600 (DC). 
Wow. Six hundred issues. 
Sixty-three years. Whole 
lotta history, 
‘members.aol.com! 
jonrandall/enoye 


THIS MONTH The Undead 
#1 (Black Label Graphics). 
First tte in Chaos! 
Comics’ mature imprint 
line, In the future, zombies FE 
rule the Earth, 
www.chaascomics.com 


THIS MONTH Kodocha 

#1 (TokyoPop Manga). A 
child star butts in on everyone else's 
problems. www.tokyopop/eam/manga 


TOMORROW “Tron: 20th 

‘Anniversary Collector's 
Edition” out on OVD, 
www.tron-movie.com 


TODAY “Buffy: The 
Vampire 
Slayer” Season 1 DVD 
in stores today! 
‘www.buffyguide.com 


THIS MONTH 
Bunny Town 
#1 (Ratio Comix). 
Watch terble things 
happen to cute animals, 


february 2002 @& 
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SPIDEY MOVIE TEASERS? 
‘www.spiderman.sonypictures.com 
There were two 60-second trailers 
that sent us into a frenzy: one of 
the Green Goblin riding his Glider 
and the other of Spider-Man swing- 
ing into his room. We can't wait! 
COMIC ADS? 
www.steveconley.com/ 
comicads.htm 

This site has scans of some of the 
most ridiculous ads ever to warp 
the young minds of comic fans. 


SECRET MONKEYS? 
www.secretmonkey.net 

A Website about a monkey with a 
bag on its head? Following in the 
tradition of Marvel Silver Age 
ridiculousness, John Hunt and 
Matt Dursin invite you to read the 
on-line adventures of this silly 
primate superhero. 


THIS WEEK 

Noble Causes #1 
((mage). The ongoing saga ofa dys- 
functional superhero family begins. 


18 


fugitive on the lam! 
www comichoards.com/tholts 


FAN GLUB? 
www.battlestarfanclub.com 
While you're waiting for Bryan 
Singer to make the new version 
of the popular sci-fi series, visit 
this site for a look at the classic 
that started it all. 


WICKE 

www. 

This site features thousands 
of pop culture- and comic- 
related merchandise for sale, 
like Decepticons logo stickers 
and the Simpranos Club Shirt! 


www.geocities.com/vacuum 
boy9/tlh 

An exhaustive review of every 
issue in the acclaimed Batman 
mini-series. 


THIS WEEK Thunderbolts 
#60 (Marvel). Hawkeye is a 


THIS MONTH 
“Transformers” Season 1 
OVDs. Five volumes collect 
the hit show's first season, 
www.rhinovideo.com 


NOW ALL I 
NEED IS AN INXS 
ALBUM... 


THIS MONTH Metal Gear 
‘Solid 2 Kubricks in stores, 


tirect from Japan! eT Gend SOLD 
www.medicam 


WED 
TOMORRE 


iow TODAY Fathom #13 (Top 
Howard the Con), Mike Tumer’s back, and 
‘Duck #1 (MAY), Everyone's he's brought Sara and Lara with him, 
favorite foul fwd retuns! www angelfire.com/cadl 
bjemgetanetdk! fathomvindex htm! 


THIS WEEK JSA#32 
(00). The JSA battles Kobra 
and his army! 
www.execpe.com! 
~iciclelJSAHOME htm! 


SUN 
THIS MONTH The 
Incredible Hulk Resin 


THIS WEEK Hellblazer #4170 
(Vertigo). New storyline, 
“Ashes and Dust," begin. 
www.qusoor.com! 
heliblazer 


TODAY The Ultimates #1 
(Marvel), The Ultimate 


THIS WEEK Meridan #20 
(CrossGen), Sepie faces of 


version of the Avengers 


CY) wizard #125 


THIS MONTH Darkminds: 
Macropolis #1 (\mage). 
Third volume in this sci-fi series is 
underway, drawn by Jo Chen, 
www jo-chen.com 


23 THIS WEEK Origin #6 
(Marve). The final chapter 

in the tale of Wolverine's origin. 

www.wolverinex.net 


MAY 10, 11& 12 


PHILADELPHIA 
Cx n 


We proudly present the 
biggest comic book and 
multi-media convention 
event on the EAST coast. 


Meet the biggest stars 
of comics, movies, TV 
and more. Find your 
favorite collectibles 
and preview exciting 
new items. 


At the Philadelphia 
Convention Center 
1101 Arch St. in 
downtown Philly. 


SHOW HOURS 

Friday May10 12pm-8pm 
Saturday May11 10am-6pm 
Sunday May12 10am-5pm 


“bw Meh oe 


CULEL 33: 


| By the Wizarp Staff | the | By the Wizarp Staff | Staff 


hether it’s Fathom's stockings, Arwyn’s tinsel or Judy’s garland, we're all suckers for comic-related mer- 

chandise. Each month, Wizarp strives to show you the latest and super-coolest in comic book statues, 
posters, pins, magnets, shirts and other goodies, In short, if it's cool and it’s stuff, you'll see it here. But you can 
only buy it at your local comic store. 


LONG 
LIVE THE 
LEGION! 


It's been a couple of years since 
DC Direct produced action fig- 
ures of the three Legion 
founders—Lightning Lad, Saturn 
Girl and Cosmic Boy—but the 
next two Legionnaires are finally 
being released! On May 15, 
2002, take home Brainiac § and 
Mon-El, both of which stand 
approximately 6 inches tall and 
sport multiple points of articu- 
lation. (Prices to be determined 
by retailer) 


SUPER MAQUETTE DON'T BE 
First came Wonder Woman, followed by Martian YELLOW! 


Manhunt a 
Sone Sepa wraqucttes _ Pickup the latest of DC Direct's Power 
quettes Ring Props, this one from Hal Jordan's 
based on Cartoon Network's a 
“Justice League” cartoon hits | &*Henemy, Sinestro! Sinestro's yellow 
oaks on May 22, 2002 _ Power ring nestles in a gorgeous base as 
ae nee Speed. _ tte former Green Lantern-turned-villain glares brazenly overt, On 
Ps june 26, 2002, you can take home this awesome prop, which was 
y 


ing bullet—it’s 
Superman|Standing  S<ulpted by Sam Greenwell, for $89.95. 


9” tall and 4 1/2" 
wide, the Man of \ A tee A REAL 
Steel was sculpted AMERICAN 
by Karen Palinko ] = 

and stands atop his 
own Justice League 
| base. Snatch up 
Superman for 
$89.95. 


Captain America turned 60 this 
past year, and what better way 
to celebrate the Star-Spangled 
Avenger's birthday than by 
picking up this fantastic poster 
featuring superb Ron Garney 
art. Produced by Diamond 


- ‘ Select, the poster measures 22 
MAQUETTE OF STEEL Don't place ths bad J he 0) 1/4" by 34 1/2” and retails for 


boy anywhere near your Kryptonite prop! 


just $5.99! Isn't it time to show 
your pride in America? 


“se HAPPY GOTH, CAP! Aren't you due for 
~~ Social Security? 


Cy) wizard #125 


THE ART OF 
CROSSGEN 


‘Thanks to talented pencilers like Greg Land, 
Bart Sears and George Pérez, just to name 
a few, CrossGen has established itself as a 
publisher renowned for its art. If you dig 
damn good art, pick up the CrossGen 
Illustrated book, available now for $24.95. 


<a ee 


‘CR@SSGEN: 


OOOO; 


a 


DOO 


, yo a 
TALKIN’ "BOUT MY CROSSGENERATION 
You know the company gat its name from 
that Who song, sight? 


Ls aa 


MARVEL 
APPAREL 


Graphitti Designs unveils a pair of bitchin’ 
new T-shirts featuring two of your favorite 
Marvel characters just in time for the New 
Year! First up is the Spider-Man Web-Ball shirt 
featuring J. Scott Campbell art on a 100-per- 
cent white cotton tee. Also, be sure to look for 
the Tim Bradstreet Punisher II] 100-percent 
black cotton tee. Both shirts come in sizes S-XL 
($17.95) and XXL ($20.98). 


ALIEN INVASION! 


ToyCom released its spectacular Space Ghost figure over a year ago, 
and we've been waiting anxiously for the release of his alien pals, Zorak, 
Brak and Moltar. Finally, come January, the aliens invade 
toy stores! Each of the figures stand approximately 7 inches 
tall, sport multiple articulations and come with unique 
extras—Brak sports a variant arm; Moltar comes with com- 
puter accessory and the Zorak figure includes a 
keyboard! Each figure retails for $14.99, so pick up these 
Space Ghost supporting characters—they've gotta work 
better than that old jock strap you been wearin’! 


Two of the greatest villains in the 

JSA’s history come to life 
as action figures come 
May 15, 2002, courtesy 
of DC Direct—The 
Shade and Vandal 
Savage! Both standing 

nearly 7” tall, these fig- 

ures both include their © 
signature weapons and 
feature multiple points of 
articulation. Check with 
your local retailer for pric- 
ing info. 


VANDAL SAVAGE 


february 2002 ( 93 ) 


HULK SMASH OTHER 
PUNY STATUES! 


Bowen Designs got hit with gamma rays! No, it's okay; they’re 
just producing a pair of super Incredible Hulk statues. There're 
two versions of Bruce Banner's monstrous alter ego—a classic 
green version and a retro gray edition! Both pieces stand a 
whopping 13” tall and were sculpted by the Shiflett Brothers. 
Pick up your gamma goodies this January for $190. 


RECITE THE 
RHYME OF THE 
ANCIENT 
SUB-MARINER 


The King of the Seven Seas, 

Prince Namor, a.k.a. the Savage 

Sub-Mariner, comes to life as an 

_ } outstanding mini-bust courtesy 

of Bowen Designs and master 

sculptor Randy Bowen. Measuring 

six-inches tall, Sub-Mariner stands 

defiantly atop his base, ready to hit 
stores in January for just $40! 


VIDUAL "How long do | 
have to wait for my Lobster Bisque? I'm King 
of the Seven Freakin’ Seas!" 


UP AGAINST THE 
WALL SCROLL 


Posters aren’t the only things you can use to cover up 
those blank walls in your room—try a wicked Battle of 
the Planets wall scroll instead! Featuring the cover art 
to Rhino Video's “BotP” DVD Vol. 2, this scroll is made 
out of 100-percent satin, a high-quality, durable mate- 
rial that'll last for close to eternity! Available in February 
from Diamond Select Toys and Collectibles, you can 
take home this scroll for just $14.95! Plus, be on the 
lookout this spring for loads of other “Battle of the 
Planets” merchandise from Diamond Select, including 
action figures, busts, statues and calendars! 


IFE AFTER DEATHLOK 


Marvel's futuristic cyborg mercenary comes to life 
as a mini-bust this February, courtesy of Dynamic 
Forces! One of the major players in the Paradise X 
series, Deathlok was designed by Alex Ross and 
sculpted and painted by Martin Canale. The Deathlok 
mini-bust measures 4 1/2” tall and retails for $45! 


TRADE TILL DAWN’S 
EARLY LIGHT 


Joseph Michael Linsner fans take note: The Dawn Definitive 
Trade Card Series is now available from Dynamic Forces! All 
of the cards are fully painted by Linsner, including 18 brand- 
new images done exclusively for this set! There’s a base set of 
72 cards (seven cards per pack, 36 packs per box at $45), plus 
six Chrome Cards, 
two signed cards in 
every box and 800 
Dawn “Eye” symbol 
hand sketch cards 
randomly inserted! 
There's also a binder 
that comes in two 


versions: one regu- 
lar ($19.99) and one 
signed by Linsner 
($39.99) which 
includes the first- 
ever Dawn image 
presented asa card! 
Better get out the cof- 
fee and No-Doz; it’s 
gonna be a long 
night of card tradin’! 


ON YOUR 
SHELF, NO 
_ONECAN 


YOU 
SCREAM! 


Instead of going gm 
through all that trouble : 
of kissing a face-hugger and hav- 
ing it burst painfully out of your chest, 
why not pick up this cool 7 1/2” col- 
lectible Alien mini-bust from Palisades 
Toys instead? Based on designs by Alien 
creator H.R. Giger, this bust features 
aclear skull cap (so you can see its 
brain!), is limited to just 2,500 
pieces and will set you back $45 
And you won't have to die to own it! 


‘Are you a company who sells stuff cool enough to make 
he grade here? Let us be the judges of that. Send any 
info and/or samples 
Stuff for “Stuff” 
¢/o Wizard Entertainment 
151 Wells Avenue 
Congers, NY 10920-2064 


ToyFare\SELECTS THE GREATEST 
ACTION FIGURES OF THE wi 


We chose the best in Likeness, Articulation, 
Sculpture, Accessories, Paint Application, 
Action Feature, Sexiest Female, Best Monkey 
and much, much more! 


| © ‘Star Wars: Episotie I’ Custom Toys! We | 
just couldn't wait for Hasbro to release | 
figures for “Attack of the Clones," so we 


went out and made them ourselves. 
See TovFant's versions of Jango Fett, _ 
Zam Wessell, a smokin’ Amidala 
and many more. 
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2002 PREVIEW 


The console wars heat up as the REAL killer games come home! 


the boxy yet powerful GAMECUBE? Or was it the 
sleek, alien-looking Xbox? Or may be you had a 
trusty ol’ PlayStation 2 and decided to stick with that. 


S o which system didja get for Christmas? Was it 


Donkey Kong Racing (Rare) GAMECUBE 

A racing game with no tracks or vehicles? That's 
the vision here, as all your favorite Donkey 
Kong characters saddle up on rhinos, ostriches, 
swordfish and the like, then hit the forest trail 
and go! Think you have what it takes to lead the 
pack? (Spring 2002) 


Maximo: Ghosts to Glory (capcom) ps2 
Woo-hoo! Old school is back—well, sort of. 
Following in the footsteps of the legendary Sir 
Arthur, the brave Maximo battles for his true 
love as he goes toe-to-decomposed-toe with 
all sorts of supernatural creepies. Reminds ya 
of Ghosts-n-Goblins of the '80s! (Spring 2002) 
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Whichever 128-bit console you've got, without a doubt, 
2002 will open your eyes to some of the most spectacu- 
lar games to ever hit your TV screens! Here's a peek at 


what we're talking about! Ml THE WIZARD STAFF 


Final Fantasy X (square) ps2 

Quite possibly the most anticipated game of the 
year, FFX may be the model by which all next- 
gen RPGs will be judged against. We can't wait to 
take a crack at saving the watery world of Spira 
from the evil Sin, with the heroic Tidus and the 
beautiful Yuna. (January 2002) 


Mortal Kombat 5 (midway) GAMECUBE, PS2, GBA 
MK is back for the new millennium. And while 
we know the franchise has sucked some serious 
ass of late, Midway promises this latest chapter 
will restore the series to its former glory. Hell, if 
it plays at least half as good as it looks, fans 
should be in for a real treat. (Fall 2002) 


{ Resident Evil (capcom) GAMECUBE When it comes 
to the classic survival/horror genre, a remake isn't 
“a bad thing, it’s a good thing!" Imagine RE on the 
most powerful game console, a huge polygon 
count on the characters and totally re-created, 
fully animated, interactive environments. Yep, 
we're scared. (March 2002) 


| Phantasy Star Online (sega) GAMECUBE The 
| popular online console game jumps ship to Nin- 
| tendo, featuring the two original Dreamcast 
games (Versions 1 and 2), plus exclusive new 
content like 4-player split-screen for when you 
and 3 pals get together in real life! Talk about 
progress! (March 2002) 


{ Soul Calibur 2 (Wamco) GAMECUBE The secue! | 

| to the amazing Dreamcast fighter is finally upon 

| us. And not to worry, those digital wizards at 
Namco are going to prove the impossible pos- 

sible yet again by providing an even better look- | 

ing, better playing sequel. Ladies and | 

gentlemen, there is a god! (Fall 2002) 


| Spider-Man: The Movie (Activision) GAME- 
CUBE, PS2, Xbox Spidey takes the big leap next 
| spring into theaters and home consoles in 2002. 
| Expect to see spectacular new animation and 
realism. There is also a new Aerial Combat sys- 
tem so you can now battle the villainous Green | 
Goblin in mid-air! (May 3, 2002) 


) 


| WWF RAW (tha) Xbox THO nas a great | 
wrestling track record, but Raw on Xbox may 
be the “creme de la creme.” These graphics 
look like they were taken straight from Monday | 
night on TNN. It's wild and a testament to the | 

| power of the Xbox. Oh, it’s damn true! | 

| (Winter 2002) 


y = 


| Star Fox Adventures: Dinosaur Planet (Rare) 
| GAMECUBE This game has avery odd history. Itbegan 
| as an original N64 game (Dinosaur Planet) that was 
| scrapped, then given a 128-bit facelift with the cast 
| of characters from the good ol’ Fox McCloud adven- 
| tures. No matter—it equals another great Rare effort 
that's sure to amaze! (Spring 2002) 
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we 
THE BOOK Admit, the Joes are back-big time! And nothing proves that 
more than the success of the new G.|. Joe comic from Image. The series 
is a huge hit with fans, who can't seem to get enough of Flint, Roadblock 


and the rest of their favorite “Real American Heroes.” So why not capi- 
talize on this success and create one kick-ass game? 


THE GAME We'd call on the one-two punch of Konami and gaming guru 
Hideo Kojima in order to make G. Joe a deep-cover, military epic just 
like their Metal Gear Solid series. Here's how it'd unfold: An elite cadre 
of Joes are sent on a top-secret mission to penetrate Cobra isle. Along 
the way, however, things go hor- 
ribly wrong and all are captured— 
all except for Snake-Eyes, of 
Course. It's now up to this silent 
assassin to infiltrate the Terror 
Dome, liberate his comrades and 
thwart the terrorist group’s latest 
scheme for world conquest. 


PlayStation 2 


JUST IMAGINE... Picture the 
most mysterious Joe stealthily 
navigating through Cobra's den 
of snakes, silently taking out 
Vipers and Crimson Guardsmen 
from the shadows. Or how about 
a kick-ass boss encounter, where 
a battered Snake-Eyes must go 
through Croc Master and his “pets” as he tries to gain access to the 
Terror Dome via its underground tunnels, We'd toss in the Snake man's 
main squeeze, Scarlet, for some romance, and even a rivalry between 
Snake-Eyes and Stormshadow-similar to the one Solid had going with 
Ninja in MGS-would be cool. 


REALITY BYTE While we wouldn't hold our breath, combining the 
hottest comic and the hottest game of 2001 sounds like a surefire 
hit to us. This could be the best combination since chocolate and 
peanut butter. Yo, Joe! ml JAMES McDONOUGH 


SNAKEBIT Imagine Snake-Eyes (right) sneaking his way 
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OH, YOU LITTLE DEVIL 


‘X-Files’ meets ‘Buffy’ in horror game 


Oz intended as an installment in the Resident Evil 
series, Devil May Cry, Capcom's newest survival horror 
game for the PS2, has taken the genre to unrivaled new heights. 

Unlike the Evil games, DMC focuses more on fighting than 
fleeing, providing gamers the opportunity to finally go to 
town on their living dead enemies. 

The story of DMC follows Dante, a freelance paranormal 
investigator, who is 
sent to accompany a 
beautiful-yet- 
enigmatic young 
woman named Trish to 
a seemingly deserted 
castle on a mysterious 
island, The problem is, 
of course, is that this 
castle isn't really 
deserted at all—it’s 
inhabited by all sorts 
of supernatural nasties 
that include demons, 
haunted marionettes 
and giant lava- 
spewing spiders. 
Sound daunting? Don’t 
worry. Dante’s more 
than up to the task, 
packing enough 
firepower to match his 
heroic bravado. 

As far as gameplay, 
DMC’s in-your-face 
attitude rocks! Dante is 
a hero who can not only 
Kick ass, but he also looks good doing it! When it comes to the 
combat, style is the name of the game as players are 
challenged to link the various attacks together into cool- 
looking combos. For example, swing Dante's sword upward 
to hoist his enemy in the air. As said foe is airborne, draw 
Dante’s pistols and unload. This will allow 
him to keep juggling the monster in mid- 
air! Now, is that bad ass or what? 

DMC also deserves serious props for its 
amazing graphics. Everything from the 
game's breathtaking backgrounds to its 
smooth interface is utterly gorgeous. In 
addition, the fluidly animated characters 
and dazzling pyrotechnics really make the 
PS2 hardware shine. The game's incredibly 
intuitive controls really help suck players 
into all the frenetic action. And with a short 
learning curve, gamers will find themselves 
able to pummel a room full of demons with 
the slickest combinations of gunslinging, 
sword slashing, and martial arts moves 
before they know it! 

Devil May Cry is rated M for Mature. 
It is out in stores now and retails for 


$49.99. IM ® 


BLACK MAGIC WOMAN Devil May Cry’s Trish 
(lft) ures the unsuspecting Dante toa creeny isle 
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RE-VISION OF ‘ESCAFLOWNE 


Anime television favorite to hit select U.S. theaters in January 


I t's taken over TV and vanquished video. 


Now “Escaflowne” has set its sights on 
ja whole new medium: the big screen. 

A fan favorite on both sides of the Pacific 
since its premiere on Japanese TV in 1996, 
“Vision of Escaflowne” will jump from TV 
screens to American theaters in January, 
courtesy of Bandai Entertainment. 

Created and directed by anime legend 
Shoji Kawamori (creator of the “Escaflowne” 
TV show and “Macross/Robotech”), the 
movie commanded big box office bucks in 
Japan when it was released in 2000, Using 
new, slightly more realistic character designs 
than appeared in the TV series, the 
Escaflowne movie has a weightier feel. But 
the biggest chance lies undoubtedly in the 
animation, In a world of 8-D, computer-gen- 
erated graphics, "Escaflowne" stands as one 
of the most opulent animated movies ever, 
especially in action scenes. 

“The animation quality of this picture is 
phenomenal,” says Sean Akins, Cartoon 
Network's “Toonami Director and anima- 
tion guru. “It's easily one of the top 10 
animated works in the world.” j . $ 

Trying to condense the 26 | > ° ion of Escaflowne,” which was 


: \ 
episodes of the TV show into a t t DMD \p yz a major hit in Japan, debuts in an exclusive, limited-run 
90-minute movie proved impos- {} 4 engagement at American moviehouses in January. 


sible. So rather than summarize 
the installments or produce a 
sequel to that series, Kawamori 
created a new “Escaflowne” saga, 
using many of the same elements. 
Suicidal schoolgirl Hitomi feels 
her life has no meaning until she 
is whisked away to the world of 
Gaea where Van, a prince whose 
own brother slaughtered his 
kingdom, believes she holds the 
key to the Escaflowne, a mysti- 
cal suit of Dragon armor. In 
Gaea, the Black Dragon Clan 
(led by Van's brother) is bru- 
tally conquering the world, 
and the Escaflowne is the only 
thing that can stop them. 
Hitomi, thrust into a world and 
role she doesn’t understand, 


must find the power help save Gaea...even 
though she is prophecied to destroy it 

Fans of the TV show might miss some of the 
peripheral characters, the love triangle/quad- 
rangles, or be startled at some of Gaea's changes 
in the movie, but rest assured the end product is 
definitively “Escaflowne,” equally fresh and cap- 
tivating for newcomers or hardcore fans. “This 
film has got it all,” says Akins. “I watched my 
screener copy 12 times in two weeks!” 

You can judge for yourself in January. 
Bandai plans on releasing a dubbed ver- 
sion in Los Angeles, New York, San 
Francisco, Chicago and Vancouver on 
January 25, with more cities to follow. If 
you don’t catchit, there will likely be a 

DVD and video release later in the year. 

“Escaflowne” has not yet been rated. 

MH ROBERT BRICKEN 
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Ryoovie’s normal ike shavsees with the \nite's shacp Evtey into bis 
bears. Why did wom do is? As Kyosvhe crcouresy bis body cevealy 
4 dangerous ses, «a SECS proving His past is a TE... 


13 Widescreen Episodes on 4 volumes 
Beginning in February 2002 
VHS Dub - $24.98 SRP ea. Bilingual Anamorphic DVD - $29.98 SRP ea. 


Available at these and other fine stores 


(fye) SEXCC INT For more information, please call 1-800-421-1621 or see our website www.pioneeranimation.com 


© Tatsunoko Pro * The SoulTaker Production Committee 


BRIGHT LIGHTS, 
BIG-EYED GIRLS 


Big Apple Anime Fest wows New York otaku 


t wasn’t the biggest con this year, and 
I: wasn't the longest, but you’d be 

hard-pressed to say it didn’t rank 
among the best. 

On October 25-28, New York City 
hosted the first-ever Big Apple Anime Fest 
(bigappleanimefest.com), and for three 
days, there was pure otaku bliss right in 
the heart of Manhattan. 

Responding to Mayor Rudolph 
Givliani's cry to return to normalcy after 
the Sept. 11 attacks, the BAAF refused to 
shut down, and thus provided over 3,500 
fans with guests, events and screenings. 

The BAAF's line-up was astounding: The 
legendary Rintaro, director of "X/1999,” 
“Harmageddon” and “Captain Harlock,” 
came to premiere “Metropolis;" Yuji ; 
Moriyama, animator of fan favorites Ikuhara premiered the “Utena” 
“Macross,” “Tenchi Muyo” and “Trigun,” movie. In addition, a horde of 


BiG APPLE ANIME FESy" 
2001 


‘STATELY MANNER Even outgoing NYC Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani got into the anime spirit 


made his first American con appearance; - voice actors showed up, from 
and “Sailor Moon” director Kunihiko anaes “Pokémon” to “Slayers” to 
DRESSED TO IMPRESS A cosplayer struts her R 7 u 
Dragon Ball Z. 


‘stuff as Final Fantasy Vi's Yuftie Kisaragi. 


The events didn't disappoint 
i either. Two anime video rooms featured retrospectives of 
| work by the show’s guests, while the Director's Guild of 
: America Theater was taken over for theatrical anime movie 
} screenings. The BAAF got anime fans into the thick of their 
| obsession with cel painting workshops and a much-lauded 
voice acting workshop, led by Central Park Media’s 
: dubbing director Tom Waylan, who let fans try their 
| hands—er, throats—at dubbing lines in their favorite anime. 

But perhaps the most noticeable event of the BAAF 
was the Midnight Anime Concourse. Easily 200 people 
} came to watch 18-and-older-only anime at the screen- 
ing room, kicked off by porn superstars and hentai voice 
actresses Kobe Tai and Asia Carrera. 

“It was great,” says new anime fan Kobe Tai. “The 
whole room was full of people, they were laughing and 
clapping, they thought it was hysterical. Too bad we 
} didn't have popcorn.” 

Ona more scholarly note, the BAAF hosted the 

“Anime, Manga and Freedom of Statement: The 
: Internationalization of Popular Art” symposium, co-spon- 
} sored by and held at the Japan Society. Meanwhile, the 
} Virgin Megastore in Times Square hosted continual auto- 
graph signings by almost all the guests during the entire 
} weekend. Not bad for a first-year con, eh? 
i “This convention is by far the greatest thing to hap- 
: pen to the anime scene in New York City,” said Erin 
} Riley of New York City's Forbidden Planet comic store. 
“The atmosphere is wonderful. We'll be here next year 
: for sure.” 

y You can start planning, too—the second BAAF is 
ALES, scheduled for Labor Day weekend in 2002. If it's even 
ANIME QUEEN Actress Asia Carrerra shows : half as good as this year's, no otaku can afford to 
off her wares atthe Big Apple Anime Fest, a=, miss it. HRB 
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CHILD'S PLAY 


Romantic comedy ‘Kodocha’ hits U.S. 


u're never too old to play with children’s toys—just ask 
Y= comics and cartoon writer, Sarah Dyer. This 
January, she's going to be rewriting the English translation for 
‘TokyoPop's Kodocha (short for “Kodomo no Omocha,” which 
means “children’s toy”), the romantic comedy manga series 
where “Looney Tunes” meets "Dawson's Creek.” 

“Thad never heard of Kodocha before I was offered the 

Hf job,” admits Dyer. “But became an instant fan once I got all 
the material. I think it's a really great book and, on a purely 

Hl selfish level, I'm excited it’s being translated just so I can 
read each book as I getit.” 

And what you read in Kodacha will hook you. Almost 
daily, preteen child actress Sana Kurata struggles to balance 
going to school, fighting school bullies, solving domestic 
problems, starring in movies, and—maybe—a little 
romance, all the while trying to lead a somewhat normal life. 
Who says childhood is easy? And with her experience writ- 
ing the animated “Superman,” “Batman Beyond” and 
“Space Ghost,” Dyer proved the perfect orphan. 

It was a bit of a challenge for Dyer, who has had some 
experience rewriting Italian comics for Dark Horse. “The 
[rewriting] process is pretty difficult, but fun. The biggest 
task for me is making everything fit into the existing word 
balloons, because there is no tampering with the art at all, 

i] without compromising the content of the dialogue. The 
best part is working out everyone's ‘voices’ and making 
them ‘talk’ that way.” 

There are plenty of voices to be heard. Besides the 
precocious Sana, Dyer's got a few other characters to 
flesh out, like a school bully, a handsome manager, a 
wacky mom, and—would you believe—a chipmunk who 
lives in mom’s hair! This fast-paced, lively, unique series 
will have something for everyone. Kodocha will be pre- 
sented in its original right-to-left format for five issues, 
before switching exclusively to graphic novel format in 
summer 2002. i JENNIFER M. CONTINO 


IMPORTS 


MANGA 

‘CANNON GOD EXAXXION #3: STAGE 1 PART 3 (of 8) (Dark Horse Comics) 
Hoichi Kano is a nasty teen with a nasty atti- 
tude and a nasty, black gun-suit to match. Now Conan Oo ECO 
this unlikely hero must defend a high school 
from an alien robot on the attack. $2.99 

DRAGON BALL Z PART 5 #1 (Viz) Piccolo is 
revived and sent to Planet Namek, the home- 
world he's never seen, when Gohan and the 
thers activate the Dragon Balls. The trouble is, 
there's only one wish left-and Vegeta and Freeza 
each want it to grant them immortality! $2.95 

KAZAN VOLUME 1 GN #2 (Comics One) The trio 
of Kazan, Arbey and Fawna trek through the 
desert on their quest to reach the magic land of 
Goldene. Along the way, they learn more of 
Fawna's mysterious past, face the horrifying secret found hidden within a 
beautiful oasis and confront a deadly assassin! $9.95. 

MARVEL MANGAVERSE (Marvel) It's the Marvel Universe reimagined in the 
manga style, The resulting world is both familiar and different: the Hulk is a 
‘20-story-tall monster and these Avengers really assemble-into a giant robot! 
A series of eight specials featuring radically different versions of everyone 
from Ghost Rider to Spider-Man, Marvel Mangaverse will be bookended by 
Marvel Mangaverse: New Dawn and Marvel Mangaverse: Eternal Twilight. 
$2.25-$2.95 

REVOLUTIONARY GIRL UTENA VOL. 1 TP (Viz) This manga adapts the pop- 
ular animated series telling the story of Utena Tenjou, a girl who was rescued 
from drowning by a prince and is now determined to become a powerful and 
noble prince in her own right, not a meek princess, $15.95 


ANIME 
CERES CELESTIAL LEGEND VOLUME 6: DOUBLE (Viz) A shock to his head 
reveals Toya’s past to him: a quiet life with a girl who looked just like Aya! 
Now the memory of his past life has wiped away the knowledge of the pre- 
vious year, including that of Aya. If there's 
another Aya, could there be another Ceres? ‘ 7 
VHS-$2495;DVD-2095 TUES 
FLL VOLUME’: FOOLY COOLY DVD (Synch ff bY Pu 
Paint) GANAX, the company behind "eon fa \w/ : 
Genesis Evangelion,” brings you this offbeat 4 \ 
tale of youthful expectations and aliens! Naota 
‘must deal with his brother's departure to the 
US. and trouble with girts—including one that's: 
trying to beat Naota with a guitar, DVD-$29.95 
MOBILE SUIT GUNDAM 0080 VOLUME 1 
(Bandai Entertainment) With the “One Year 
War” drawing to its conclusion, a Zeon com- 
mando team tums its attention to a peaceful 
colony far away from the conflict where an experimental Gundam is beng 
tested. Now Al must decide between war and love, DVD-$29.98 
‘STRANGE DAWN VOLUME 1 (Urban Vision) Yuko and Eri have somehow stum- 
bled into the world of Belzergle, where turmoil runs rampant. Mistaken for 
‘magicians, the two girls must fight to stop war from erupting as they search 
for a way back to their home, Dubbed VHS-$24.95; DVD-$29.95. 
VANDREAD VOLUME 1: ENEMY ENGAGED (Pioneer Entertainment) The 
.war of the sexes takes on new meaning as the males of Tarak wage their strug- 
gle against their swom enemies, the women of the planet Mejale! Hibiki is stuck 
on a battleship hijacked by women when they face a new enemy that may 
force them to ally together. Dubbed VHS-$24,98; DVD-$29.98 


COMMENTS? QUESTIONS? STORY IDEAS? DROP US A LINE AT 
MANGAMANIA@WIZARDWORLD.COM 


TAL ULTIMATE I ANIME Of 2ve 


Manga Entertainment brings you the finest selection of award-winning and critically acclaimed 
anime DVD releases. Featuring superior digital picture & sound plus great bonus feature extras, 
Manga DVDs take Japanese animation to the next level of digital sophistication. 


Pick up the latest from Manga Entertainment at your favorite DVD outlet today. 
Visit www.manga.com for a complete listing of Manga DVD releases. 


‘STREET FIGHTER IV (wowwMe2) 
‘(VOLUME 1D 


Available at 


CE a CHECK OUT MANGA FILMS MANGA DVDS MAKE ae 
asipherines nen inen - eetiine ay ea ae COOL HOLIDAY GIFTS!| = uses 


‘and fine entertainment outlets everywhere, 
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Forget sugar and spice—if there’s 
one thing the lead character from Sojourn doesn’t want / fantasy and heroic fiction I ead as a kid, and at the top of that 
to be called, it’s nice. — list is Lord of the Rings. So hopefully Sojourn has some 
Bringing to life the lead character in CrossGen’s newest X( Sw that feel without being slavishly derivative. 
and hottest hit lets artist Greg Land and writer Ron Marz What really gives Sojourn its epic 
blow away fans not only with some of the most detailed fantasy feel, though, are Land's 
battles scenes in comics, but also thrill them immaculate pencils of the most 
with one of the most gorgeous women in the furious and immense battle 
field today—Arwyn the archer. scenes ever seen in comics, 
“[ just fell in love with Arwyn when Ron In fact, in the Sojourn 
and I first started talking about the book,” Prequel, which tells the 
reveals Land. “She's got this long story of Mordath’s first 
flowing blond hair and amazing 
figure, and even though she’s lost S NY 
so much, she’s still very strong both \ VEZ _ x the hands of a mys- 
emotionally and physically.” S X terious warrior named 
And Arwyn has suffered a lot Ayden, Land lays out a 


fantasy,” says Marz. “The book was really inspired by the 


in the first few issues of the battle so amazingly detailed 
series. Sojourn (the title is a that every sword swing jumps 
synonym for a quest) off the page. 

revolves around But Land’s stupendous art isn’t 


Arwyn and her quest ¥ . this series’ only epic quality. Just as 
to kill Mordath, a | Land details every line, Marz weaves 
sadistic ruler who tor- / an intricate story of loss and revenge, 
tured and slew After rising from the grave after being 
thousands on his rise to endowed with a magical Sigil of power, 
power but was slain Mordath sets out and retakes all five 
by a mysterious lands and in his quest, kills the husband 
warrior 300 years 4 and young daughter of Arwyn—a mistake 


ago. she doesn’t plan to let him live down. 

Mordath's returned from “She's not being driven to heroic acts 
the grave and taken back by any heroic ideal, at least at this 
the five lands that once united point,” Marz explains. “She's being 
to destroy him and his empire. driven by a sense of survivor's guilt 

“More than any other title CrossGen and a need for revenge.” 

publishes, more than any other title on But revenge won't be easy now 
the market probably, Sojourn is a classic that Mordath’s risen from the 
grave and turned the sigil of 
power into an emblem of 
pure evil. Most 


REACH QUT A lot of fans would love to reach out and touch Arwyn- 
‘but she's a tortured woman, grieving for her lost husband and child, 
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Here's a rundown of the lead cast of Sojourn and just what 
part they play in this high-voltage epic: 


ARWYN This beautiful, tough 
woman returned to her small 
town to find it in ashes and 
her family slaughtered at the 
hands of a demon army sent 
by Mordath to control the 
Five Lands. The archery pro 
swore on that day she 
wouldn't rest until Mordath 
lay dead, 


A young, charming 
rogue Arwyn meets after being 
captured and placed in 
Mordath's dungeon, Gareth 
turns out to be a one-eyed 
hero known throughout the 
Five Lands as the best archer 
to ever pick up a bow and 
quiver. He's tagging along on 
her quest. 


REASO 


MORE 


BALD-HEADED EVIL You can always tell the bad guys by their bad complex- JATH A sadistic despot, 
‘ons. The fact that Mordath here is a reanimated dead man doesn't hurt either. Mordath was killed three 


centuries ago by Ayden but 
returned after a strange, 
cloaked figure endowed him 
with a sigil of power. Now, 


sigils are half red and half yellow to represent equal sides 
of the fight for good and evil in the CrossGen Universe. But 
Mordath’s so twisted he's actually been able to completely 
change his Sigil to red—and use its power for total evil. But 
even though he’s taken back five independent lands and more evil than ever, Mordath 
squashed any chance of a serious rebellion against his rule, has set out to crush the 
Mordath still wants Arwyn and her cohort, the swashbuck- Five Lands under his iron 
ling and charming Gareth, dead. will again. 

“He's attained all of his goals, he rules the Five Lands 
with an iron fist,” Marz says of Mordath. “He simply wants 
to sit back and rule, but he knows Arwyn is out there 
somewhere, a flicker of defiance in a world he otherwise 
dominates. Her continuing freedom is a thorn in his side.” 

As Gareth and Arwyn set out to retrieve the five lost 
pieces of the arrow Ayden used to kill Mordath 300 years ago, 
Marz says they'll be hunted by Mordath as they begin a 
larger quest to prove the villain's stranglehold on the Five 
Lands isn’t as tight as everyone believes it is. 

“By February's issue #8 we'll be well into the quest for 
the first of the Five Fragments, a story which revolves around 
a dragon, a treasure hoard and a mysterious beautiful J 0 4 
woman,” Marz reveals. “Neither the dragon nor the woman with a mystic arrow, he's 
mille whaicoadest expect never been seen since. But 

And while Arwyn and Gareth search out the five arrow sq with an uncanny resemblance 
fragments that can be combined to defeat Mordath, Marz . to King Arthur and a promise 
says there might even be some time for romance. 

“Each fragment is in one of the Five Lands,” Marz says. 
“So as we explore those lands we'll also see Arwyn and 
Gareth’s relationship change. She's very focused, but he 
sees her as a very beautiful woman and does want to be 
more than friends.” ll MIKE COTTON 


NEVEN A mysterious cloaked 
figure, Neven helped Arwyn 
and Gareth escape from 
Mordath’s castle—but she’s 
been pretty cagey about whose 
side she's on and how much 
she knows, She may or may 
not help our heroes again. 


N The man who led the 
Five Lands against Mordath 
300 years ago and slew him 


that he'd return when needed, 

he could reappear as soon as 

Arwyn and Gareth find the 
five fragments of his magic arrow that have been dispersed 
throughout the Five Lands. i MC 
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T (Marvel) 
WHY IT’S COOL Issue #35 contained one of the most tri- 
umphant moments in Spider-Man history—his defeat of 
the unbeatable Morlun, a creature obsessed with con- 
suming Spider-Man's essence. With every powerful punch, 
Spidey’s fight reminds us why he’s one of comics’ great- 
est characters. 

IN ISSUE #39 What's going to happen to their relationship 
now that Aunt May knows Peter is Spider-Man? Whatever the 
answer is, it's got Peter's head spinning! By J. Michael Straczyn- 
ski, John Romita Jr. and Scott Hanna, $2.25 (Jan. 9) 


I’ (Vertiga/0C) 
WAHYIT's COOL Sopeleny Angela Devlin uses every sneaky 
trick in the book—and some have us laughing our asses off! 
As Angela faced a firing squad in issue #6, she uttered the 
word “Mudra,” giving African dictator Hawthor Fat a gigan- 
tic, painful. .um, woody?....that stops him from giving the order 
to fire! Talk about foreplay! 
INISSUE #9 Angela and Go-Go track the elusive Una Enigma 
to Greece, where they hope to find out what she's really up to 
(and in Go-Go's case, get some hot man-love!) By Robert Rodi, 
Amanda Conner and Jimmy Palmiotti. IMIR $2.50 (Jan. 30) 


2 (Marvel) 

WHY IT'S COOL TWwo words—Alex Malev! Issue #728 marked 
the artist’s DD debut, and we couldn't be more psyched. 
Maleev's gritty style suits this book perfectly, and the way he 
renders Kingpin’s murder came right out of a Hitchcock movie! 
INISSUE #29 Vanessa Fisk, wife of the newly departed King- 
pin, returns to New York City to find out what happened to 
her husband—and she'll crush anything standing in her way! 
By Brian Michael Bendis and Maleev. $2.99 (Jan. 16) 


f (Marvel) 
WHY IT’S COOL It's a mind-blowing, satirical look 
at the world around us through the eyes of a crotch- 
ety, foul-mouthed fowl—Howard the Duck! Back 
from his exile following a forgettable movie appear- 
ance, Howard’s once again trapped in a world he 
never made and he's got original creator Steve Ger- 
ber back writing his adventures! “We haven’t ruled 
anything out of bounds,” explains Gerber. “We'll 
be doing stories about everything from boy bands to 
terrorists, from Oprah to bad girls—and having fun 
at the expense of some current popular comics gen- 
res along the way.” 

IN ISSUE #1 (OF 6) In his first adventure, Howard 
and his old gal pal Beverly take on the scourge of the 
music industry—boy bands! But the encounter may 
change Howard forever—and not in a good way, like 
getting rich or hookin’ up with hot chicks. Plus, this 
is a MAX title, so expect plenty of cussin’ and pos- 
sible nudity! By Gerber and Phil Winslade. Mature 
Readers $2.99 (Jan. 23) 


>< S (Marvel Comics) 

WHY IT'S COOL ‘Dating faux pas are always funny, but when 
they happen to superheroes, they're all the more hilarious. 
Like in issue #6, when Mimic strikes up a conversation with 
Northstar (the gay member of Alpha Flight), all he wants to 
dois copy Northstar's ability to fly, but the poor Canuck thinks 
Mimic wants to swap something other than power. And we 
ain’ttalkin' spit! 

IN ISSUE #9 A new three-part arc kicks off called "A World 
Apart," where the Exiles find themselves in a reality where 
Skrulls have conquered the Earth! By Judd Winick, Mike 
McKone and Mark McKenna. $2.25 (jan. 2) 


15] TITLES DENOTED WITH AN MR CONTAIN MATERIAL THAT'S SUGGESTED FOR MATURE READERS, 


FATHOM! (10 Cov) 

‘WHY IT’S COOL Issue #13 marks the glorious return of Mike 
‘Tamer! After successfully battling cancer, Tumer's finally back 
on track with his ultra-hot undersea heroine. Smokin’ babes 
and Turner's art? Now that's a 1-2 punch! 

IN ISSUE #13 Picking up a crossover event that began 18 months 
ago, Aspen Matthews (a.k.a. Fathom) teams up with Witchblade 
and Lara Croft (Tomb Raider) to battle a secret race of beings 
bent on destruction. By Mike Turner, Bill O’Neil, Jonathan Sibal 
and Jonathan D. Smith. $2.50 (Jan. 23) 


FLASH (0 Comics) 
WHY IT’S COOL We love the way artist Scott Kolins and writer 


Geoff Johns portray Flash’s super-speed. Like in issue #176, : 
the creators take an entire page to show how Flash foils an : 
explosive arrow fired by Merlyn—but the eight panels take : 
place over the course of the nanosecond between the arrow 


being fired and the actual explosion! 

IN ISSUE # 182 Captain Cold may be a scuzzy, lowlife, piece- 
of-crud thief, but when someone very close to him is murdered, 
Cold wants to put the murderer on ice—permanently! By Johns, 
Kolins and Dan Panosian. $2.25 (Jan. 23) 


G.I. JOE (nage) 

‘WHY IT’S COOL Issue #2 introduced anew concept to the Joe 
mythos that we really dig—the G.I. Joe troopers, regular soldiers 
who are led by the Joe specialists! And the best thing about 
‘em? They blow up real good when shot by the Cobras! Can you 
say “cannon fodder"? 

IN ISSUE #3 Scarlett and Snake-Eyes fight to stay alive while in 
Destro’s clutches, and the rest of the Joes mount an attack to 
free their comrades. By Josh Blaylock, Steve Kurth and John 
Larter. $2.95 (Jan. 2) 


GREEN ARROW (0 Comics) 


WHY IT’S COOL Kevin Smith’s kept us in the dark about : 


‘ALL DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


newreleases 


ATHENA ING.: THE BEGINNING (Image) A secret government agency has 
created the perfect new agent-a female operative with a genetic switch in her head 
that actually turns her into a diferent person! $6.95 (Jan. 2) 
BATMAN/NIGHTWING: BLOODBORNE (OC Comics) Nightwing gets a 
distress call from Batman, who's trapped in Shera and dying rom a supers. But 
to aid his mentor, Nightwing must brave the Russian amv, terrorists and the super- 
plague! How much does his mentor really mean to Nightwing? $5.95 (Jan, 30) 
CAPTAIN AMERICA: HEART OF DARKNESS #1 (of 3) (Marvel) 
When Captain America embarks on an undercover missin in South America he finds 
timse bombarded by doubts about his abs, his place inthe word and-most 
shockingly-his beliefs about America, $299 (Jan, 8) 

GREED: UTOPIATE #1 (af 4) (Imaye) Mark Farley, aka, CreeD, is now a 
teen who meets a young git named Lor who's got the same ability to travel to Dream 
word, $2.95 (Jan, 8) 

I LOVE NEW YORK (Linsner.com) Joseph Micha! Lnsne, a native New Yorker, 
expresses his feligs about the events of Sent 11 inthis book, rom which a potion 
af the proceeds wil goto benef the Red Crass. $2.95 (Jan) 

JUST A PILGRIM: GARDEN OF EDEN PREVIEW (Black Bull) Get a 
sneak peek atthe second Pg story, courtesy of Garth Eis and Cras Emueral 
$7.00 (Jen) 

KINDRED Il (WildStorm/0¢) Back before the government granted the members 
of Team 7 ther superpowers, they experimented on humarVanimal hybrid called the 
Kinded, Those ereatures area lose end that must be ed up by Backlash and Grifter, 
tut could this atest mission be their last? $2.50 (Jan 9) 

LIBERTY MEADOWS WEDDING ALBUM (nsight Studios Group) Anew 
story exclusive nl inthis comic! Brandy's getting marred, but who's the lcky guy? 
Find out here, and meet all the characters of Liberty Meadows as creator Frank Cho 
ives you a glimpse of what's to come for everybody! $2.95 (dan) 

9-11: EMERGENCY RELIEF (Aiterative Comics) Some ofthe hotest and most 
legendary cartomists inthe industry team 

up for ths Red Cross reli book, the ro- 

ceeds fram wich wil benefit the victims 

of the Sept. 11 bombings. MR $145 (Jn) 

NOBLE CAUSES #1 (Image) Liz 

Donnely marie into the Noble clan, and 

icky discovers how complicated being 

part of a superfamily can be-the robot 

housekeeper Icarus begins acting jealously 

towards her and her sstr-indaw Celeste 

oes to great lengths to ut out the unwe- 

come mat $285 (Jan, 16) 

THE POWER COMPANY: 

POWER SURGE (OC Comics) The 

seven members of Kurt Busiek's brand-new 

superteam get introduced in their own 

respective one-shots, Josiah Power and 

StikerZ debut Jan, 2; Withtre bows on Jan. 8; Slyrockt ges introduced Jan. 16; 
Barkusts ut Jan. 23; and Manfunterand Sapphire show upon Jan 30! Al ies $2.50, 
‘SAURIANS: UNNATURAL SELECTION #1 (of 2) (CrossGen) War has 
raged between the Saurians andthe Planetary Union for 400 years, with neither side 
able to achieve vitory-untl a lowy Sarin stumbles ont a secret that could give his 
race ultimate power! $2.95 (Jan 9) 

SHI; THROUGH THE ASHES (Crusade) Ana Ishikawa aids a New York City 
firefighter ashe frantically searches for his daughter following the events of Sept. 1. 
The two hernes form a bond as Ana searches fr closure with her lost father, fie- 
fighter himself Al proceeds from this bok wil go the American Red Cross. $2.98 (Jan) 
STAR WARS: STARFIGHTERS—CROSSBONES #1 (of 3) (ark 
Horse) Spinving out of the Lucashrs’ Starfighter video game, tis mini-series stars 
ym, a down-and-out wanfor looking to make a few bucks by hunting down the deadly 


pirate named Sol Sixxa, $2.99 (Jan. 9) 
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Stanley Dover, but when he finally spilled the beans—it 

i nnmaerramenms Harwell | fanaa 
ping freak engaging in sex rituals so he could have his J 

own demon to control. He even used his own grandson to 
achieve that goal! Guess Dover's seen “The Omen” a few 
too many times! 

IN ISSUE #12 Ollie Queen continues to reestablish ties to 
the DCU, as he and son Connor Hawke explore their rela- 
tionship while stomping any bad guys who cross their path. 
By Smith, Phil Hester and Ande Parks, $2.50 (Jan. 23) 


‘Some of today’s hottest manga and manga-esque creators are adding some 
Asian flavor to the Marvel Universe. 

Marvel's producing eight brand-new takes on some of its hottest properties 
as part of its “Mangaverse” event hitting in January, But don't expect to just see 
‘some speed lines added to Iron Man-we're talking radical alterations! Check 
‘out what Mighty Marvel has in store! 


DAWN #1 This ish acts as a 
bookend to the entire event, as we 
meet a host of characters including 
Namor, who teams up with Hydra to 
take over the world; Victorian physi- 
cian Dr. Strange and his sidekick 
Tigra; rock star/superhero Ant-Man; 
brillant inventor the Wasp, a love 
interest to Bruce Banner; Iron Girl; 
and the Hulk, a 20-foot monster bent 
on destruction! By Ben Dunn, $2.98 
(Jan, 16) 


(Vertigo/0C) 

WHY IT'S COOL Brian Azzarello creates villains that make 
Satan look like a girl scout. Like 8.W. Manor, the most 
recent baddie introduced in #167, who comes to Highwa- 
ter looking for some reimbursement for the death of his 
arms-dealing pal, Wolfman. But Manor doesn't want cash— 
he’s wants some “oral” gratification, from either neo-Nazi 
leader Ellison or his teenage daughter! Guess which one 
gets stuck holding Manor's bag? 

IN ISSUE #170 A brand-new, five-part storyarc kicks off with 
a murder in a seedy Los Angeles S&M club. The cops are 
stumped, and there’s no shortage of suspects, some of which 
knew the victim very well! So the question is "Who Killed John 
Constantine?” MIR $2.50 Jan. 30) 


#1 Tony Stark leads this 

‘team of Avengers in an effort to 

retrieve some powerful weapons 

before Apocalypse and his Four Horse- 

E (Manel i men scoop them up! By Ken Siv-Chong, Alvin Lee, Omar Dogan and Shane 

Lan. $225 (Jan. 23) 

A #1 Four scientists gain superpowers after exposure to 
a aap ‘alton rom an explosion that wipes ut their nar base and all 
their colleagues. But these superpowers draw the attention of lethal new 

foes, including the awesome Anni- 
hilus! By Adam Warren and Keron 
Grant. $2.26 (Jan. 23) 

#1 The Sons of 
Satan-Ghost Rider, Werewolf by 
Night and Helstorm-unite to defeat 
their deadly daddy, who Happens to 

(OC conics) ‘ be in cahoots with the Hulk! By 


4 Chuck ‘Austen. $2.25 (Jan, 23) 
" devil . 
‘WHY IT’S COOL Making villains more gruesome and evilis . 1 Sosuri B 


quickly becoming a science for writer Geoff Johns. In issue 

#29, a “Jokerized" Solomon Grundy (don't ask!) attacks Star ss the stlt principal ofthe Mabono 
and JJ. Thunder, As the fight rages, the supposedly mindless soto] hy ee) DY Nea 
Grundy brags to Star that he really meant to kill her mentor, vigilante caled the Punisher, who 
the Star-Spangled Kid, and not only that, he enjoyed it! inust battle Tokyo's top crime family 
IN ISSUE #32 Kobra goes before a judge to answer for his and the. demon (or on) that they've 
Petiten' bet His ER Sooo seve) ttal ia Acineon gel summoned, By Petr Dvd and Lea Hernandez $225 (Jn, 23) 

system just doesn't work. (Damn loopholes!) By Johns and 1 Peter Pacers young nila whe must ry on the tech 
idee tt Ga as ings of his murdered Uncle Bento avenge his senses deat, By Kaare 

Andrews, $2.25 (Jan, 23) 


1 Mutants and magic colide as 
the X-Men-Wolverine, Cyclops, Storm, 
Rogue, Jean Grey and Moonstar—fight their 
dleadiest enemies in Magneto, Nghterawler 


WHY IT’S COOL The buzz builds surrounding the new cre- 
ative team of writer Bruce Jones and artist John Romita Jr., and 
we couldn't be more jazzed. We've seen their first two issues, 
and they rock! Jones has nailed Bruce Banner/Hulk’s charac- 
terization perfectly, and Romita’s stuff never looked better! 

IN ISSUE #36 The Hulk gets implicated in a terrible crime, 
and Bruce Banner finds himself on the run, a hunted man! 
Along the way, Banner finds trouble and must confront 
some terrible truths about himself and the monster within 
him. By Jones, Romita Jr. and Tom Palmer. $2.25 (Jan. 16) 


NI (0C Comics) 
WHY IT’S COOL The Legion finally retum home froma year's 
adventure in a different galaxy, only to find themselves in a 
ld the ‘ ize! Earth's ilt after it 
world they don’t recognize! 's been rebuilt after it was SITGaTEER Carved ea 
destroyed by the Blight, former Legion baddie Leland ed $225 (2) 
McCauley is now president, and the Legion's shuttle blows ine sree pee 
up at the end of issue #1! What kind of homecoming is that? Patsy ean re es ee 
IN ISSUE #4 The Legion battles a group of manufacturers Oe eae ” 
; : to stp the Hulk at al costs-and one, if 

using alien races to power their super-technology! Meanwhile, See 

‘ 4 : rot many, of our heroes wil di trying! 
MOnel finds himself prisoner of a mysterious enemy who's ci rafal 
determined to destroy the new Legion HQ! Céuldn’t he just : Se a rye " i 
bring a fruit basket instead? By Dan Abnett, Andy Lanning and . aay es sa area Sey 
Olivier Copiel. $2.50 (an. 30) bi sacle ieee Wa 


WHY IT'S COOL Allof those awesome supporting characters 
from the Hellboy series—Abe Sapien, Roger the Homonculus, 
Liz Sherman—get the spotlight in the this new mini-series. Who 
doesn't like making new friends, especially ones that can breathe 
underwater, set stuff on fire and have superhuman strength? 
Those folks can come in handy at keggers! 

IN ISSUE #1 (of 3) Hellboy has quit the Bureau of Paranormal 
Research and Defense, leaving his former colleagues search- 
ing for a reason to go on. But when Liz Sherman goes missing, 
Abe puts together an otherworldly task force to find their friend. 
By Mike Mignola, Christopher Golden, Tom Sniegoski and Ryan 
Sook. $2.99 (Jan. 23) 


NE\ (Marvel) 

WHY IT’S COOL We knew sex was a weapon, but the White 
Queen takes that concept to new lows—with hilarious results. 
In issue #118, when the X-Men confront a group of protesters 
outside the Xavier Institute, Emma disperses the crowd by trig- 
gering their “bliss buttons,” causing the group to have a 
massive, simultaneous orgasm! Pass the Kleenex, please? 

IN ISSUE #122 While Cassandra Nova struts around the 
cosmos in the body of Charles Xavier, his mind is stuck in 
her ruined body. His school is besieged by anti-mutant 
protesters, the X-Men are in disarray, and Nova plans on 
using the Shi’ar Imperial Guard to wipe out humanity. Um, 
shouldn't someone do something? By Grant Morrison and 
Frank Quitely. $2.25 (Jan. 16) 


00 BU (Vertigo/0C) 

WHY IT’S COOL Writer Brian Azzarello crafts twists and turns 
that leave us pulin’ like we just rode the Twirlin’ Teacups! Like 
in issue #30, we find out what shady cargo Wylie smuggled 
outta Mexico, But it ain't drugs or guns—it’s rare parrots that run 
$100 Gs a pop! Maybe we could get a couple a bucks for that 
half-dead parakeet our grandma’s got. 


IN ISSUE #32 Private detective Milo Garret wants to find out 
why his face looks like a scene from "The Mummy"—and he 
won't stop till he gets his answers! By Azzarello and Eduardo 
Risso. MR $2.50 (Jan. 30) 


SEIN (Marvel) 

WHY IT’S COOL Duh! It reveals one of the greatest mysteries 
in comics—the origin of Wolverine! But there're still surprises 
tobe had, like in issue #2 when we finally learned that frail lit- 
tle Johns actually Wolverine—after he's sliced up Mr. Logan and 
his son Dog with his newfound claws! Yikes, ya think some 
Bactine would help? 

IN ISSUE #6 (of 6) It’s the final chapter of Wolverine's never- 
before-revealed origin—and Marvel's keeping a tight lid on 
any story details. But hey, Wolverine's in this comic, so we know 
you'll probably buy, like, a gazillion copies. By Paul Jenkins, 
Andy Kubert and Richard Isanove. $3.50 (Jan. 30) 


P RSS (ina) 

WHY ITs COOL As John Ritter proved on “Three's Com- 
pany,” pratfalls are funny—but they're even funnier when 
they happen to Det. Deena Pilgrim. In issue #14, Pilgrim 
enters a crime scene, saying “Alright kids, let’s solve some— 
whoops...” and slips in a puddle of blood and brains from 
the victim! Even Shout can’t get that stain out! 

IN ISSUE #18 The "Supergroup" saga continues, as one of 
the most powerful heroes in the world, Boogiegirl, is wanted 
for homicide! With this heroine on the lam, Walker and Pil- 
grim must devise a plan to bring her in. By Brian Michael 
Bendis and Michael Avon Oeming. MR $2.95 (Jan. 30) 


QUEEN & COUNTRY (ites) 
WHY IT’S COOL The deadly realism of this spy story adds 
more punch than 100 James Bond flicks. In issue #4, after Agent 
‘Tara Chace survives a shootout with Russian mobsters, her boss 
tells her, “It's Hollywood what does it, you ask me...they’re 


more concemed with locking good during a gunfight than with 
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living through the dam thing.” 
IN ISSUE #6 Tara finds herself in London with her personal 
demons as the Minders head to Aighanistan to look for the 
information retrieved by reporter David MacMillan. By Greg 
Rucka, Brian Hurtt and Christine Norrie. MR $2.95 (an.) 


IOPPIN OWN THE 


Bunny Town's a nice place to visit— 
unless you're Lonely Bunny and all 
your “friends” are trying to kill you! 


RUSE (nssier) 
‘WHY IT’S COOLIt’s Victorian-style mysteries and suspense, 


minus all that boring Black Lung and Dickensian misery! Super- In Will Allison's Bunny Town #1 
detective Simon Archard finds himself bored by normal crimes, (Radio Comix), Lonely Bunny and 
until he meets the lovely, mysterious Sigil-bearing Lady her pal/tormentor Malibu the Shark 
Miranda. What secret does she bring? "I've never been a big must deal with the mundane exis- 
Holmes fan,” explains writer Mark Waid. “I think it's pretty tence of living in Bunny Town—the 


clear by the end of #1 that Archard would consider Holmes pos- 
itively lackadaisical and far too emotional.” 


ennui, the angst, and the fact that 
when you're arabbit, you're pretty 


IN ISSUE #4 Simon gets tired of being the mouse to Miranda's damn low on the food chain! 
cat, so he tries to turn the tables. Unfortunately, trouble arises : If you like watching horrible, 
when Miranda's vast powers get accidentally tripled! By Waid, grotesque things happen to cute 


Butch Guice, Mike Perkins and Laura DePuy. $2.95 (Jan. 30) 


SI DOW REAVERS (Black Bul Entertainment) 
WHY IT’S COOL Sparse dialogue for the Warlocks makes 
them all the more evil and ominous, When Fetor invades a 
laboratory where scientists are trying to cure the HIV virus, his 
commands are simple: "Kill everything,” and “Leave noth- 
ing.” No ranting, just simple mayhem, killings and dismem- 
berments—something every good villain should stick to! 

INISSUE #5 Reality could be in shambles in the aftermath of 
the Warlock/Elemental war, and only the Shadow Reavers 
can help. “One of our goals is to always come up with new 
takes on our monsters,” explains co-writer Pat McCallum. 
“Shape-shifting weres that become what they eat, boneless 
goblins that feed on monsters’ corpses. Our vampires will 
trace their lineage back to cannibalistic Asian Siamese twins.” 
By McCallum, Mike Searle and Nelson. $2.99 (Jan. 30) 


little fuzzy animals, then Bunny Town's the place for you! 
Mature Readers $2.99 (Jan.) 


Superman's showing a whole new toughness 
and resolve following "Worlds at War” and the Man of Steel's 
ready to kick some major ass! Like back in issue #175 when 
he battles the escaped Doomsday, Superman pummels the 
creature who once killed him with a determination and fierce- 
ness that’s both awe-inspiring. ..and a little scary. 

IN ISSUE #178 Superman teams up with the enigmatic Uncle 
Sam to face the best and worst America has to offer. Will 
President Luthor stand with or against them? There's also a 
stunning change in store for Ma and Pa Kent. What, Depends 
is on sale at the Piggly-Wiggly? By Jeph Loeb, Ed McGuin- 
ness and Cam Smith. $2.25 (an. 16) 


ULTIVU (Manel) 
WHY IT’S COOL Take the mind-blowing stories that writer 
Mark Milllar can craft, combined with the widescreen action of 
} artist Bryan Hitch, thrown in with the “Ultimate” take on Earth's 
Mightiest Heroes and what do you get? It's called “a sure-fire, 
cha-ching hit!" What else do you want—money to fall out when 
you tum the pages? 

IN ISSUE #1 Thanks to mutants and human spiders, the 
U.S. government decides it needs its own superhuman 
agents, so Nick Fury and S.H.LE.L.D. form the Ultimates, a 
lethal army of adventurers who are meant to protect us— 
if they don't kill us or each other first! By Millar, Hitch and 
Andrew Currie. $2.25 Jan. 30) 


ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN (ian) 

WHY IT’S COOL Part of the Ultimate appeal is that characters 
often get a physical makeover—and no one's benefited more 
than Dr. Octopus! Our pudgy pal looks much healthier in issue 
#14 than his “regular” counterpart, and his arms are more 
deadly—as the scientists who experimented on him quickly 
found out! Hey, better to be Ultimized than take Dexatrim! 
INISSUE #17 Spidey's dealing with Doctor Octopus, Kraven 
the Hunter, evil industrialist Justin Hammer and an expelled 
Gwen Stacy? The heck with all those other schlubs—get to 
comfortin’ Gwen! May we suggest some nice wine, soft can- 
dlelight and a bubble bath? By Brian Michael Bendis, Mark 
Bagley and Art Thibert, $2.25 (an. 2) 


ULTIMATE X-MEN (Mane) 

WHY IT’S COOL Sometimes, it's the little things in life 
that give us the most pleasure. For instance, in Ultimate 
X-Men #10, the mutants do all kinds of outrageous stunts 
(stopping a freight train barehanded, causing some guy 
to die with a thought), but it's the last panel that gave us the 
most pause. Prof. X strapped into Cerebro wearing noth- 
ing but his underwear—which have little "Xs" all over 
them! Guess he left his smiley face drawers at home. 

IN ISSUE #14 Part two of Gambit's introduction finds the slick 
Cajun in hot water thanks to the young urchin he's helping 
cout. But when the trouble gets too big for him to handle, will 
he tum to the X-Men for help? By Chuck Austen. $2.25 (an. 16) 


E UND DD (Pulido’s Black Label Graphics/Chaos!) 
WHY IT’S COOL It's a brand-new series from the mature 
readers imprint from Chaos!—so expect all the gore and 
thrills you love mixed in with plenty of cussin’! Plus, this 
series is written by Chaos! founder Brian Pulido himself, and 
you know his main goal in life is to please all Chaos! fiends! 
“Our hardcore readership wants a direct connection to my 
stories,” explains Pulido. “And a lot of them want the nasty 
stuff. [want my fans and readers to get me at my best.” 
IN ISSUE #1 Zombies have overrun Earth in the far future 
and humans serve one purpose—as food! (Soylent 
Green...is people!) As the remaining humans are rounded 
up and sold to a meat processing plant, The Undead—a 
zombie antihero—sides with the humans in an attempt to 
save mankind and redeem himself in the process. By Pulido 
and Brian Denham. MR $4.99 (Jan. 30) 


USAGI YOJIMBO (tak Horse) 

WHY IT’S COOL Just because the characters in Usagi are 
anthropomorphic animals (that means “human-like”) 
doesn’t mean you can't get attached to them. In issue #52, 


brusecwayne oucle: 


In January, someone drops the dime on murderer Bruce Wayne. 
Waitasec-Bruce Wayne's a killer? But isn't he Batman? How can that be? He 


would’ ll anyone. would he? 
That’ the premise ofthe fith-week 
‘event going on in all of this month's Bat- 


itles, kicking off with a stand-alone issue 

that DC calls Batman: The 10-Cent 

‘Adventure, which carries a price tag of 
Ba one thin dime! 

This story-by Greg Rucka, Rick 
Burchett and Klaus Janson-follows 
Batman on a typical night of crime- 
fighting, and also explores his 
operations, his origins and his motiva- 
tions, But the night ends with 
Batman stumbling an a crime that hits 
close to home-and changes Bruce 
‘Wayne's life forever! 

That event leads into the “Bruce 
‘Wayne: Murderer?” storyline, which runs through all the Bat-titles. in Detective Comics 
#786 (Jan. 9), Bruce Wayne is wanted for murder, but who the heck did he kill? 
Batgirl heads off to Wayne Manor to investigate the crime in Batpir #24 (Jan. 9), while 
‘Nightwing covers for Batman in Gotham in Nightwing #85 (Jan. 9). 

Week Three of the storyline kicks off with Batman: Gatham Knights #25 (Jan. 
16), where we see Wayne being charged with first-degree murder and reuniting with 
his old friend Alfred! Meanwhile in Birds of Prey #39 (Jan. 16), 
Oracle digs deep to find info that'll help Bruce while Black Canary does a little 
investigating of her own-against one of Gotham’s most prominent citizens! 

‘We find Tim Drake reevaluating his rocky relationship with Bruce in Robin 
#98 (Jan, 23), while the story wraps up on Jan, 30 with Batman #589, where Bruce 
Wayne sits behind bars as the evidence against him mounts! He may wanna sit down 
to hear the outcome, but he could wind up with his butt inthe electric chair! Gotham 
Knights, Detective, Batgirl, Birds of Prey-$2.50; Nightwing, Robin, 
Batman-$2.25 


: Kitsune told the story of how she was taken under the wing 
ofa thief named Sachiko and the two became like sisters. 
However, when they tried to steal from a samurai, Sachiko 
was caught and killed, filling Kitsune—and us—with real 
sadness at her passing. 

IN ISSUE #54 Usagi once again runs into the Lone Goat 
and Kid, creator Stan Sakai’s homage to Lone Wolf and Cub 
comics. When the Kid gets separated from Lone Goat, it's 
up to Usagi to reunite them, even if he must battle an entire 
gang of shifty samurai! By Sakai. $2.99 (an. 23) 


X-FORCE (sane!) 

WHY IT’S COOL The off-color take on this branch of the 
X-Universe constantly provides solid laughs. In issue #120, 
a guest-starring Wolverine's talking to his old pal Doop 
about U-Go Girl when he says, “Well, what I'd like to do 
with her probably wouldn't find its way onto your little 
video diary." Maybe not, Logan, but I bet you it could find 
its way onto the Internet. Anyone remember Tommy Lee 
and Pamela? 

IN ISSUE #124 Guest-artist Darwyn Cooke (Batman: Ego, 
Catwoman) pitches in for this stand-alone issue, which 
focuses on the budding romance between U-Go Girl and 
The Orphan. We suspect there’s lots of heavy breathing 
and sweating, but hey, with mutants, who knows? By Peter 
Milligan and Cooke. $2.25 (Jan. 30) 
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‘You wanted ‘em, you asked for ‘em and now you got 'em-trade paperbacks 
‘out the ying-yang! Go nuts; there's something here for everyone! 


(Dark Horse) 


WHY IT’S COOL The first time Usagi and his pals had to protect the sword 
Kusanagi-also known as Grasscutter-they almost pad forthe “privilege” with their 


lives! Now, the intrepid group of swordsmen, thieves and bounty hunters must put. £ 


thei ves onthe line ance again to keep the sword from faling into the hands of 

the evil Komori ninja clan, lest they gain power over all of Japan! Some of Stan 

Sakai’ best fight scenes and dramatic moments take place in this story, so you 

know its gotta be good! 

BOTTOM LINE Fans of Usagi cannot afford to miss this colton adits 
2 great story to get @non-reader hooked on the book! $15.95 (Feb. 6) 


KIKO VOL. 5 (Sirius Entertainment) issues #25-#31 of Mark Criley’s series 
sees Akiko racing to the planet Smoo to get a mythical elixir that will save Pro- 
fess Loder He $1295 Jn) 

; UA (Marvel) This classic 1970s story has 


Granite an fo ba Ces ork f 
Oe are oe ee Pn, the Celestial Messiah! $19.85 (Jan. 16). : 


E E (Marvel) The second haf 
ofthe Manel Kright version of lak Panther nds the King of Wakanda 
entrain ie espionage on a global scale, $16.95 (Jan, 23) 

4 IN (Marvel) Back inthe day (the 1980s tobe precise), Alan 
Davia Aan oo teamed ps produce this groundbreaking series starring 
Captain Britain-now it's collected here, with anew intro by Moore, a new cover 
by Dav nd alknew aia $19.5 (Jan, 16) 

L LE (Marvel) David Mack's Echo stryine 
sees the deaf assassin attempting to plug Daredevil fr his alleged role in her 
fathers deat. $1685 (Jn. 23) 

SSENTIAL CAF IGA VOL. 2 (Marvel) Some of Can’sgreat- 
‘est testy the as f Stan Le, Jack Kit, Jim Seria and John Rot, 
are coletd here (Cop iss #103-#125! $14.95 (an 16) 

S MARD THE DUCK (Marvel) Before Howard went tothe 

Ni aed nis wo St ta to, Pk ths rota, 


wizard #125 


‘which collects the entire run as wel as three other Howard stories! $14.95 
(Jan. 23) 

C S (Marvel) This collection brings together the origin sto- 
ries ofall our favorite Marvel mainstays, including Spider-Man, the FF, the Hulk, 
Thor, Captain America, the Avengers, the X-Men and Wolverine’s tale from 
Origin #1! $29.95 (Jan. 2) 

H (Marvel) Collecting the 
seond soya by Jeph Lac and Cas Pacer, ths bok nds the Gen 
Corporation attempting to plunder the Negative Zone while the FF race to stop 
them, $15.95 (Jan. 16) 

LL (OC Comics) The JLA-minus Batman-battles the 
Aen of Fables Or Destiny and ech ter’ sere iets (uh in his 
collection of JLA issues sells $1795 (Jan. 2 
EI KER, SPIDER-MAN: 0 L BREAK (Marvel) 
Che of Spidey od enonies wants the wall-raner ohh dl, nda new 
foe shows up with a murderous grudge as issues #27-#28, #30-#34 are 
collected here, $16.95 (Jan. 2) 

EI TION (Cartoon Books) The entire Rose 
mini-series is collected in this beautiful hardcover. Princess Rose (a young 
Gran'ma Ben) must get help against a dragon tha’s terrorizing the town of 
Northern ley. $28.8 (Jan) 

NEW HOPE (Dark Horse) What would 


ho joe) to the Rebel ‘ance if Luke hadn't destroyed the Death Star? 


‘Well, Leia becomes a disciple of the Dark Side for one! Find out the rest here! 
$1295 (Feb 6) 

(WildStorm/DC) The first six 
tied af an Moores occline anthology series get collected here, with tales 
staring boy genius Jack B, Quick, pulp heroine The Cobweb, gentleman avenger 
Greyshirt, the patriotic hero First American and the ink-stained crusader known 
as Splash Brannigan! ate (an, 2) 

E Y (Vertiga/DC) Spider Jerusalem 
and his assistants continue to io eta the ‘truth behind President Gary “The 
Smiler" Callahan's successful campaign, in this collection of issues #31-#36. 
MR $14.95 (Jan. 30) 

IVERS ve (Marvel) The second stage of Alex Ross’ futuristic take 
on the Marvel Universe features the remaining heroes banding together to stem 
the tide of a new evil, Collecting issues #0-##7 and the Spidey and Cap one-shots. 
$24.95 (Feb. 6) 

0 ISE LOST (OC Comics) The first seven 
issues of teats Phil tenes work are collected here (#164-#170), 
including the “Gods of Gotham” storyline that saw Diana team up with the 
Bat-family and the “Paradise Lost” tale that has Paradise Island torn apart by 
civil war! $14.95 (Jan, 16) 


ee BRIAN MICHAEL 


SMITH ALLRED BENDIS 
ON SALE JANUARY 


INFINITE 


KUNG FU 


"70S KUNG FU FLICKS MEET COMICS THAT'LL LEAVE YOU BEATEN, 
BATTERED AND DYING FOR MORE! 


its way into comics with Kagan McLeod's /nfinite Kung Fu. 
DOYA LUKE? Wie hinte hang Fat ite 
‘fan of old school Kung Fu flicks like “Five Deadly Venoms” or 
of books like WildStorm/O6's Minja Boy mixed with funky Ale 
Garza- or Humberto Ramos-inspired art, 
DIDJA KNOW? | tho thie issue of 


Infinite Kung Fu (available now), fans can look for clues to 
‘access a secret epilogue to the first mini-series at the /afinite 
‘Kung Fu Website, www.kaganmcleod.convinfnitekungty, 11 also 
Serve as a prequel to the second storyline! 


Canada and China have all sorts of things incommon.  t¢ occasional Bruce Lee movie. However thanks to 


Let's see, they both have red in their flags, they both, 


umm—okay, maybe they don’t have that much in ! 


common after all. But one thing they definitely have in 


common is Infinite Kung Fu—a Chinese Kung Fu series of | 
mini-series, it comes from the Great White North thanks ! 


to a Canuck named Kagan McLeod. 

} discovered the dynamic world of Infinite Kung Fu at 
the 2001 Wizard World Chicago Con. While perusing the 
talent in Artists Alley, I came across McLeod's booth 
where he was selling the first two chapters of the current 
three-part story and was immediately blown away by the 
cover and interior art. However, I was a little hesitant 
since, quite honestly, up until that point I found '70s kung 
fu flicks silly, confusing and headache-inducing. 

Infinite Kung Fu changed my misconceptions. 

“infinite Kung Fu is an amalgam of all of the best 
parts oi my favorite old-school Kung Fu movies, like 
‘Master Killer’ and ‘Fist of the White Lotus," explains 
the 23-year-old McLeod. “There's even some 
Chinese mythology thrown in there since 
I just did some research on that.” 

‘The story of Infinite Kung Fu takes 
place in a post-apocalyptic 
world where technology 


has been abandoned. While fighting off an army of zombies 
who roam the planet in search of new bodies, Yang Lei- 
Kung, a soldier for the Emperor's army, accidentally kills 
an enlightened monk named Li Chuan. Indebted to the 
dead monk, Yang must search out the Eight Immortals—the 
only beings who can help the hermit regain his earthly 
body—while learning deadly-yet-disciplined forms of Kung 
Fu from Li Chuan's ghost. And he’s gonna need those 
deadly fighting styles, because he’s gotta deal with hordes 
of zombies, ruthless soldiers and the evil General Bao 
Chong-Zi, master of the lethal Poison Kung Fu styles. 

As mentioned before, up until reading Infinite Kung 
Fu, [had absolutely no interest in Kung Fu flicks besides 


McLeod's enthusiasm for the genre, deft storytelling 

and fight scenes straight out of “Crouching Tiger, 

Hidden Dragon," I can honestly say I'm hooked now. 
Infinite Kung Fu's a great read for both Kung Fu 

film aficionados and novices alike. McLeod 

does the impossible with a story that’s 

easy to follow, respects the genre and is 


} apage-turner all at once. In addition to 


that, McLeod has a knack for creating 
clever characters, like my personal 
favorite Moog Joogular, a cross 
between George Clinton of 
Parliament-Funkadelic and 


> 


HEADACHE Master Li Chuan demonstrates his deadly Kung Fu techniques. Don't 
worry-thats just a zombie. 


Jackie Chan, who's mastered a style of Kung Fu which 
allows him to use his dislocated limbs as weapons. 

“Aside from Kung Fu movies, I really like funk music," 
says McLeod. “I just wanted to incorporate something 
influenced by that, a character people wouldn't expect.” 

As with his characters, McLeod's love of funk music also 
influences his animated art style. The art in Infinite can be 
best described as a healthy mixture of Humberto Ramos- 
style characters mixed with classic George Peréz fight 
scenes, The result is a unique, impressive and 
overall “funky” style—especially from a kid whose list of 
influences range from Mad magazine artist Mort Drucker 
to underground graffiti. 

McLeod truly shines in his dynamic pacing, especially 
in issue #2 during the first showdown between Joogular 
and Chong-Zi, I dare say McLeod definitely has a future 
as a penciler with one of the big three publishers, it’s just 
a matter of who gets him first. 

‘The third and final chapter of the first Infinite Kung Fu 
storyarc, available now, finds Lei-Kung imprisoned by 
General Chong-Zi, as the Emperor awaits a duel between 
the two Kung Fu masters. A second storyarc involving the 
same characters is currently in the works and could find its 
way to stands sometime this summer. Several major 
characters will return from the first arc, but this time they 
must go up against the Emperor, who makes Chong-Zi look 
like Bob Saget. 

So be sure to pick up Infinite Kung Fu, and as the cover 
to issue #2 describes, “witness the pain as pitiless pugilists 
punish people with martial movements made to mangle 
and mash!” 


THE LAST WORD The elements of “Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon,” fight scenes that would leave Jackie Chan 
dizzy and dynamic writing and art—Infinite Kung Fu's got 
it all. Besides a free Geisha girl, what more could you want? 
WH CASEY SEUIAS 


Call 1-888-COMIC BOOK to locate your nearest comic shop, or visit www.kagan 


meleod.com/infinitekungfu for order into. Know about & cool book that deserves some 
coverage? E-mail us at secretstash@wizardworld.com or write to “Secrat Stash,” c/o 
Wizard Entertainment, 151 Wells Ave, Congers, NY, 10920. 


Does Infinite Kung Fu sound cool? Then be sure to pick up these 
titles too! All items ship in January unless otherwise noted. 


THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE ELVEN 
When you mix the mythical world of “Dungeons & Dragons” with a Clint 


Eastwood spaghetti western, expect crazy stuff to happen. 
Far West, a tale which mixes 

the oil-and-water genres of 

‘Westems and Fantasy, follows the 


Phil (a good-natured talking 
grizzly bear) on the trail of the 
villainous Voss, a bandit who does 
all sorts of omery deeds with a 
fire-breathing dragon. It's up to 
Meg and Phil to bring the evil 
‘outlaw to justice, but along the 
way they have to deal with all 
‘sorts of mystical creatures, from 
opium-toking ogres to sneaky 
‘shapeshifters to a water demon 
who makes the mistake of 
sharing a bathtub with Meg. 
Written and illustrated by 
Boneyard creator Richard Moore, the Far West trade paperback includes 
an all-new story featuring the tale's heroes and also a pin-up gallery 
showcasing Moore's gorgeous pencils. 
Far West is on sale now for $13.95 from NBM Publishing. 
Check your local comic store, or saddle up and visit them at 
nbmpublishing.com, pardner. 


WOOD-UARY? Brian Wood, creator of the critically acclaimed 
graphic novel Channel Zero, will have the entire month of January 
dedicated to him! Well, sort of, since publisher AiT/PlanetLar will 
release all sorts of Wood-related merchandise this month, Start off with 
Public Domain ($12.95), a trade paperback which 

gives @ behind-the-scenes look 

at the making of Channel Zero. 

And don't forget to pick up a 

snazzy Channel Zero t-shirt 

($16.95), designed by Wood. Plus 

Wood's second TPB, Couscous 

Express ($9.95), will be released 

this month along with a 

commemorative patch ($6.95). 

Visit www.aitplanetlar.com for 

more info, 


BIG DADDY ‘KANE’ Readers 

of Paul Grist's Kane from Dancing 

Elephant Press will no longer be 

able to get their bimonthly fix of 

the series for economic reasons, But 

‘the good news is Kane will now 

appear in TPB format-expect a 

whopping 100 pages every 12 to 18 months of new material, Grist’s 
Jack Staff will continue as a bimonthly. All Kane subscribers will 
receive the first TPB in the mail to complete their subscription, 
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COMIC MARKET NEWS AND N FOR 


he number two has long been associated with dis- 

appointment: consider stepping in No. 2, Coke Il, 

and “Caddyshack Il." But these days this unlucky 
number is up...80 to speak. 
Because of their scarcity in the direct market, recent sec- 
ond issues of books such as Origin, Fray, Sojourn and G.I. 
Joe, as well as second issues of new storyarcs in 
X-Force (#117) and Amazing Spider-Man (#31), have all 
seen an ascent in value. 

“It's common to drop the order of a certain title by a 
huge percentage from the first to second issue,” said 
Mike Banks, general manager of All About 
Books and Comics in Phoenix, Ariz. 
“People frequently want multiple 
copies of first issues, and it's tricky 
figuring out which books wil 
sustain interest.” 


DOUBLE TROUBLE #2 is: f hot boo! 


and Gi). Joe are rarer to see than Cobra Commander's face 


COLLECTORS 


EVERYWHERE 


INERGAINS 


BEGGING FOR SECONDS 


Retailers and publishers expect substantial drop-offs 

with second issues, so they order and print less, respec- 
tively. There's a two-month lag between when retailers 
order books and when they actually go on sale. This means 
that if a #1 issue is a surprise hit, it's too late to increase 
the orders for #2. The soonest opportunity for retailers to 
catch up with demand is by heavily ordering issue #4. 
“| definitely underordered Amazing Spider- 
Man #31 [the second issue of J. Michael 
Straczynski's storyarc],” said Tom Shea, 
owner of TJ Collectibles in Milford, Mass., 
“but I was ready for Origin #2. Based on 
requests from old and new customers, 
lincreased my order for the second 
issue—and it still sold out!” 

The sought-after second issue 
trend kicked into high 
gear a year ago 
with the release 

of the under- 
ordered Ultimate 
Spider-Man #2. That issue 
remains in demand today, blazing a 
trail for other non-plentiful second issues. 
“Powers #2 and Batgirl #2 are still great 
sellers,” Banks said. “The most prominent 
recent examples are from Marvel's MAX line— 
Alias #2 and Fury #2. Those are really heating up." 
Pat Brower, general manager of Graham Crackers 
in Chicago, Ill., agreed. “It's easy to point out Marvel 
books since they have their ‘no overprinting’ policy,” he 
said. “Books like Tangled Web #2, New X-Men #115, and 
Deadpool #58 are already selling at a premium.” 

In the past, Marvel produced #2 issues with two dif- 
ferent covers in order to boost sales. 

“We did it for a long time because many retailers were 
cutting orders on titles sight unseen by as much as 50 

percent,” said Bill Rosemann, Marvel's marketing com- 
munications manager. “To encourage retailers to keep 
their orders up, we instituted the 2-for-2 Program.” 

With no signs of slowing down, which #2 issues 

can fans expect to generate both interest and scarcity 
in the future? 
“Everybody expects Dark Knight 2 to be huge, 
but DC will overprint all of it,” Brower said. “The 
second part of the ‘Bruce Wayne: Murderer’ sto- 
ryline [following the dime-priced introductory 
issue] will be difficult to order.” 
JESSE THOMPSON 


like Sojourn, Origin, 


MEDLEY OF MARVELS 


eave it to the House of Ideas to decide which comics are 
absolute necessities for readers. 

Hitting shelves in December, the Mighty Marvel Must-Have 
is a reprint collection containing Origin #1, Startling Stories: 
Banner #1, Cable #97, and Tangled Web #4 (‘Severance 
Package.”) Clocking in at a whopping 96 pages, the compi- 
lation is bargain-priced at $3.99. 

Conceived by Marvel Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada and 


Marvel President Bill Jemas, the Must-Have follows on the I 
heels of recent, successful collected editions of Ultimate i 


Spider-Man #1-#3, Ultimate X-Men #1-#3, and Amazing Spider- 
Man #30-#32. CrossGen Comics also reprinted its popular 
Sojourn Prequel and Sojourn #1 in a collected edition. 

“We wanted to be able to supply fans with sold-out books 
without going against our no-reprint policy,” said Bill 
Rosemann, Marvel's marketing communications manager. 
“[The featured titles] have the common theme of being real 
quality books. Is Cable a Top 20 book? No, but we stand 
behind it and want people to take notice of it.” 

Will the Must-Have affect back issue prices? 

“Not one iota,” said Eric Thornton, manager of Chicago 
Comics in Chicago, Ill “The collections feed the people who 
don't feel like paying $15 for a single issue, and there's a sig- 
nificant number of those readers out there.” 

Rich Conley, president of Heroes & Fantasies in Universal 
City, Texas, added, “Origin and Banner aren't long-term 
series, so their value shouldn't be affected, The Must-Have 
should help the lower-tier books sales-wise.” 

Other Must-Have volumes may follow in the future. JT 


INGE Quirky, stylized artists such as Mike Allred and 

Darwyn Cooke are suddenly getting their day in the sun. Allred has parlayed 
his high-profile X-Force gig into increased sales on the last three issues 

of his creator-owned The Atomics, and Cooke, late of Batman: Ego, 
wowed readers with a Catwoman revamp. . .incidentally, inked 

by Allred. Both books have become hot on the back market. 

GH’ Readers say they hate ‘em, but crossover 
events always ring up at the cash register. DC 
Comics’ recent Joker: Last Laugh crossover 
resulted in an instant $5 back issue on #1, 
and a serious goosing of sales on low-sell- 
ing tie-in books such as Orion and Azrael. 
0 L’ Alan Moore's mag- 

num opus of Jack the Ripper got 
“ F ieee) MOViE-Goers in seats and readers into 
‘comic stores. Stores reported brisk sales 
of the From Hell paperback from the 
moment the “From Hell” movie opened. 
CS Both new (an 

instant sellout on their latest title, Ruse #1) 
and old (a backlist library that moved 175,000+ 
copies in five months) are clicking for the 
upstart publisher. And Sojourn Prequel 
and Sojourn #1 continue to be hot 


ee ne 


age ead A 
HANKERING 
FOR PEZ? 


BREAK IT ON 00 


Marvel Ultimates: Ultimate X-Men #12 (No. 4), Ultimate Spider-Man 
}# 15 (No. 8), Utimate Marvel Team-Up #10 (No. 27) 

Marvel MAX: Fury #3 (No. 32), Alias #3 (No. 37) 

Marvel Knights: Punisher #6 (No. 13), Daredevil: Yellow #6 (No. 18), 
Elektra #5 (No, 19), Daredevil #27 (No. 21) 


week issues for the publisher, garnering up to $5 to $7. 

E Image is putting together another streak of hits. Initial 
orders on G./, Joe #2 actually went up from issue #1 levels, and October's 
Creeps #1 sold out and immediately went to a second printing. 

@s0 This guy's come outta relative obscurity-well, okay, 
he used to seript Vertigo/DC's Books of Magic-to 

script the Captain America relaunch for 
Marvel Knights. He's also due to take over 
one of Top Cow's biggest titles, Tomb 
Raider, come next May, Look for his back- 
issue Bol work to rise in price as people 
check this guy out. 

Ou : 


FIRST THIS 


GET ONE OF 
MCEAREANES [« 
BAI 


Feature #1, the first appearance of (3 
Jay and Silent Bob in comics, also 
happens to be the first comics work of “Y 
the phenomenally popular Kevin Smith 
(Green Arrow). But this ish has taken a slight 
17% dip in value this month, from $12 to $10. 
Could fans have tired of waiting for Jay and 
Bob's next comic appearance, the very late 
Bluntman and Chronic? \t was supposed to be 
‘out back in August, in time to tie in with the 
“Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back” movie. 


PBJ PROTECTION Step aside, coma, Thundarr the Barbarian is the 
real deal! Heck, he didn’t make No. 47 in Wizaro #121's “Top 100 
Cartoons” list for nothin’! The Thundarr Lunchbox (left) features Thundarr 


and Ookla in all their furry, flaming sword-wielding glory, Sold for a 
| savage $8.07 (the equivalent value of a Mok’s tooth), 
=! PELAGIC PUZZLE If you ask us, Aquaman was much more of a 
badass with the orange pullover and spitcurl. This Aquaman Jigsaw Puzzle from 1968 demon- 
strates Arthur Curry's pre-hookhand hardiness, Sold online for $19.99, the box features Artie and 
Mera battling a big, one-eyed tentacle thing. 
11,300,000 BLONDE AMBITION Pity poor Rod Stewart. He finally gets his own 
comic, and Rod the Mod appears on the cover looking like a 
strung-out Heather Locklear. This copy of Rock and Roll Comics 
#38 (sold for $5.95, right) was proudly packed with Rod. 
‘Somebody get this guy in a Garth Ennis book, and fast! 
MOTLEY SPIDEY? Holy schnikies! Spider-Man's gone from web- 
siinger to head banger! For evidence, check out the Spider-Man. 
Mini-Radio, sold for $56.55 online, He's flashing the sign of the devil! 
He's got to be listening to Sabbath or Maiden! Ah, who are 
66 3 329 we kidding? We all know Parker loves Supertramp. 
RIGHTEOUS RITTER Anybody remem- 
oy ber “Hero at Large”? Anybody? For the uneducated, this appalling piece 
10 8, 153 5, : cinema a orel fae in i Ces) obviously 
Number of copies sold of 1998's Evil Ernie 7 SATU OES 168 5 EES UREN NG OMENS, SOREN 
vs. The Super Heroes #1, Chaosl, Comics’ paid $3.20 for the “Hero at Large” Movie Poster (left)~presumably, to 
. 5 : incinerate it, 
pon seling Gvil kerio hack ever DOONES TUNES Ah, “Doonesbury"-your political humor has always 
150,000 been over our heads and pales in compariann to the 
superior “Bloom County.” But the 'S about your 
“Doonesbury: A New Musical” LP? An SARS VEE findings! 
22 ,000 eager Doonehead! couldn't pass it up. Dipping into a private slush ean ates CCE 
fund, this curio commandeered $4 online, But does Uncle Pa\tet lamar 


151 ‘Ave., Congers, NY 109; 
lito sing? ‘e-mail: soldonline @wizardworld.com 


Gross box-office receipts, in 
US. dollars, for “From Hell,” 
the movie based on the Alan 
Moore/Eddie Campbell 
graphic novel and starring 
Heather Graham, for its open- 
SJ ing weekend of Oct. 19-21 


Number of copies sold of Chaos! Comics’ 
first-ever release, Evil Ernie #1, in 1993 


Number of copies in the 2nd printing of Heroes 


Number of copies of Heroes that Diamond 
Comics Distribution sold on its release day of 
October 17, between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. alone 


10,874 


Amount raised, in U.S. dollars, by 
Dynamic Forces on its October 17 Home 


Shopping Network show by selling auto- IN BACK-ISSUE BINS 


graphed copies of Heroes What do Tomb Raider and Captain America have in common? 
fy Well, they're both about to be written by John Ney Rieber, an up- 
Z EM anc-coming witerin the coms fl. Reber’ star aks of, fans 


Number of printings Vertigo/DC Comics’ are gonna want to check out his earlier work-and that would 
The Books of Magic trade paperback has include Vertiga/0C’s Books of Magic ongoing series that started 
gone through in 1994, Rieber wrote the frst two years worth, and issue #1’s cur- 

rently a stel at $5. Dd we mention thatthe kid from Books of Magic 
100 looks a lot like Harry Potter? He does! He's cute and all! 
Number of issues CrossGen Comics has 


shipped as of November 2001 q 0 ON THE comic 
q RA 

0 Sure, the X-books have always been popula, you say. Of course 

Number of comics ‘any book with an “X” on it is gonna hit big, you say. Well, hold 

CrossGen Comics your horses a minute. When the new X-Force relaunch was 

has shipped late in ‘announced, lotsa fans balked. The characters looked all-new and 

its entire history, as all-cheesy. Mike Allred’s art didn't fit the “X-style,” And who was 

of November 2001 q writer Peter Milligan? That all changed when issue #116 hit 

A stands, and fans tuned this quirky, one-of-a-kind book into a hit 
Such a hit that artist Mike Allred got one of his favorite artists, 
Darwyn Cooke, to illustrate a special issue—4#124, where the jf 
Orphan and U-Go Girl get busy. Cooke of Catwoman is a rising 
star and this is a ising bo book the two together make cant-i 


% COLLECTOR BB The frst numeral indicates current sales rank; the second, sales rank the 


previous month, Titles denoted with a (-) werent available last month 


™ Collect ng tips and 1. (D) Origin #4 (Marvel) 


A fata = oy 2. (4) Uncanny X-Men #400 (Marvel) | 
comic|trivia from 3. (3) New X-Men #120 (Marvel) | 
Derry * 4. (5) Ultimate X-Men #12 (Marvel) 
comics crotchety 8. (7) Amazing Spider-Man #37 (Marvel) 
COSmic!g' Ce ULEAIEG Fad 6. (6) X-Treme X-Men #7 (Marvel) 
1. (9) Green Arrow #10 (DC) 
8. (8) Ultimate Spider-Man #15 (Marvel) 
©: Does the value of a comic book decrease after it is restored? 9. (-) Inferno: Hellbound #1 (Top Cow/Image) 
=IISpAwNII@aol.com . (-) G.I. Joe #2 (Image) 
| . (10) Wolverine #170 (Marvel) 
“ . . (11) Ju #60 (DC) 
/f The Collector, wielder of the dread Reality Gem, has told you confounded . (12) Punisher #6 (Marvel) 
Earthlings once, The Collector's told you a thousand times, any sort of restora- . (. Battle Chasers #10 (Image) 
tion process that you perform on a comic is UNACCEPTABLE! The value of the . (14) Avengers #48 (Marvel) 
‘book is lessened considerably when a book goes through any restoration pro- . (-) Wolverine 2001 Annual (Marvel) 


cess, including erasing smudges, touching up ink and any sort of black magic gE ¢ H ne X-Men: Savage Land 
that you perform to make your precious comic books look better. And don’t think sakha ie 
you cn pl fat one over on The Colector, Steve Benson of Mantrey, Cal! ARN Ga 
‘'ve got my eye on you ever since you stuck it to me with thase restored copies . (18) Peter Parker: Spider-Man #37 (Marvel) 
of Devil Dinosaur! No one screws The Collector and lives to tell the tale, NO ONE! . (17) Daredevil #27 (Marvel) 
. (20) Fantastic Four #49 (Marvel) 
= Those bastards! Sure, it's been almost a year, but | still can't believe . (19) X-Force #122 (Marvel) 
they killed Colossus! He's coming back, right? | mean, you know some- . gS Spawn #116 (Todd McFarlane 
z roductions/Image) 
thing | don't, right? Right?-Spaz717@aol.com . (-) Nightcrawler #1 (Marvel) 
. (-) Catwoman #1 (DC) 
|) As Heh, heh, heh, Oh, the jay of watching you humans sputter around like gnats, . (25) Ultimate Marvel Team-Up #10 (Marvel) 
| unable to pierce the veil of time and look forward and backward as easily . (22) Rogue #4 (Marvel) 
as || will only drop you this hint, Spaz designation 717, and nothing more: . (26) Cyclops #4 (Marvel) 
Long ago, the X-Men visited the Savage Land, where Colossus trysted (21) Ieaman $2 (Mazyel) 
- (33) Exiles #6 (Marvel) 
| with a mohawked female named . (36) Fury #3 (Marvel) 
Nereel. Upon their return to . (-) Elektra & Wolverine: Redeemer 
the Savage Land inX-Men Annual. #1 (Marvel) 


#12, Nereel also had a familiar- § 
looking son named Peter. § 
Colossus Il, anyone? 


. (27) Superman #176 (DC) 
(29) Paradise X: Heralds #2 (Marvel) 

. (37) Authority #28 (DC) 

(40) Alias #3 (MAX/Marvel) 

. (35) JSA #30 (DC) 

. (32) Batman #597 (DC) 

. (-) Peter Parker: Spider-Man 2001 
Annual (Marvel) 

- © Just Imagine Stan Lee with Kevin 
Maguire Creating Flash (DC) 

The exclusive Radioactive Man and Fallout Boy Action Figure Set, + (68) Inczodible Walk #24 (Marvel) 


si zi . s as “When we announced our new writer's name 
‘manufactured jointly by Diamond Previews and Electronics Boutique, is was Bruce Jones; « lot of people thought it was 


t hotter 'n plutonium! After only two months, a gag,” says Incredible Hulk editor Axel 
they're already sold out and have Alonso, “People kept asking if we'd 
to be snapped just combined Bruce Banner and 4 
up on the Rick Jones and created a name. 
sek market But I can guarantee Bruce is 
: areal guy.” 
there's no }. (42) Action Comics 
chance you'll find these in any #785 (DC) 
stores. Mint-in-box sets traffic - (41) Detective 


§ Comics #764 (DC) 
online for up to $50. Other fast- Gd Aaonnares 


movin’ Simpsons figures include of Superman #898 (DC) 
the Barney action figure ($85), | 46. (-) Domino #1 (Marvel) 
the Smithers action figure ($70) . (54) Thor #43 (Marvel) 
and the Pin Pals Moe action . (44) Superman: Man of Steel 


<2 | #120 (DC) 
figure ($70). . (56) Midnight Nation #12 


RADIOACTIVE MAN | (Top Cow/Image) 
AND FALLOUT BOY . (58) Iron Man #48 (Marvel) 
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ARTISTS: Steve Kurth & John Larter 
YYooooo Joe! An instant selout and curently on its second 
ining, Jods real as comic ans and children of the 
‘0 felng "Gang Ha" over the retum of the Rel American 
Her, Thanks to same colectrs ding ite “Grunt” work 
and picking up numerous copies, back-market activity has 
caused fist printings to Torpedo” up to $10 pop-that 
i, f your comic shop is fel’ generous. Here's hoping 
you havent hit a "Roadblock" in your ques to add this 
gem to your collection! LAST MONTH: 2 


WRITERS: Various 

ARTISTS: Various 

Marvel's Heroes tribute book has made national headlines and 
raised all kinds of money for the Twin Towers Fund, The 
first printing sold out in record time, and Marvel plans on 
Brinting up a staggering 150,000 copies incase you missed 
‘ut the first time around, That's @ second printing that's 
higher than mast comics’ FIRST printings! LAST MONTH: LA. 


ARTISTS: Andy Kubert & Richard Isanove 
With the heat the Origin storyline seems to be 
producing, Marvel has to be kicking themselves for not 
telling Wolverine’s origin sooner. Especially now that 
Origin #1 has sold out nationwide with back-market 
Copies going for as much as $40! Start saving your 
allowance now, kiddies. We can't stress this enough: 
If you're looking to add this to your long box, the 
time to act is now, ‘cause Origin #1 is only gonna rise 
in price before it falls, LAST MONTH: 1 


4 ORIGIN #2 

WRITERS: P. Jenkins, B. Jemas & J. Quesada 
ARTISTS: Andy Kubert & Richard Isanove 
How hots Origin ight now? Hotter than Brine Spears wear- 
ing @ winter coat in the Sahara Desert in the middle of 
summer... now tha'shat.Sefusly though, Origin #2 sold out 
just as fas sits predecessor and has already seen dramatic 
up-pricing on the back market, Get yerself a copy now before 
you have to hock a kidney to buy one. LAST MONTH: 4 


f. 
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WRITER: Brian Michael Bendis 

ARTIST: Michael Gaydos 

The frst shot fired in Marvel's MAX revolution just so hap- 
pens to be the series with the mast buzz surrounding it. 
‘ter Alias #1 sold out almost immediately, retailers bumped 
the price up to $7, with some stores selling it for much 
‘more than that. Who woulda thunk that a B-ist ex-super- 
hero could cause this much fan frenzy? LAST MONTH: 5 


WRITER: Mark Millar 

ARTISTS: Adam Kubert & Art Thibert 

Just when you thought you'd seen the lat ofthis monster, here 
itis again thanks to a resurgence of interest among comic fans 
and collectors. you're lucky, you might be able to finda copy 
of Utimate X-Men #1—the kicker toa series that’s certain to 
become lgendaryfor les than $25 But you'd have tobe realy 
lucky. Were taking Longshot icky. LAST MONTH: NLR. 


WRITER: Mark Waid 
ARTISTS: Butch Guice & Mike Perkins 
And te hits ut keep on coming from that publisher down 
in sunny Frida, CrossGen. Mark Waid and Butch Guce’s 
Sherlock Holnes-n-antasand epic Ruse has created a cl 
lecting frenzy, with the first issue an almost instant sellout. 
‘i q It's starting to look as though all CrossGen has to do is pub- 
FP | i 2 10m seres adits cette it LAST MONTH: NR. 


& NEW X-MEN 2001 ANNUAL 
i a : 


Ea WRITER: Grant Morrison 
ARTISTS: L.F. Yu & G. Alanguilan 
all ita gimmick if you'd like, but Marvel's 
“widescreen books are definitely tuning heads 
and causing a commotion among collectors. There 
arent too many copes in mint condition, mostly 


because this book is stapled all funky. If you happen to find one, send that sucker off to CGC 
ronto and put a down payment on that yacht you've always wanted, LAST MONTH: NLR, 


9 JOKER: LAST LAUGH #1 


WRITERS: Chuck Dixon & Scott Beatty 
ARTISTS: Pete Woods & Andrew Pepoy 
‘There ain't nothing scarier than a clown (unless it’s a midget 
clown of course, shudder) which is why the Joker kicks all 
kinds of ass. No wonder a crossover staring the Clown Prince 
of Crime has flown off comic shop shelves nationwide, with 
the first issue ofthe series gong for double the cover price, 
LAST MONTH: NAR. 


10 AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 
(vol. 2) #36 


WRITER: J. Michael Straczynski 
ARTISTS: John Romita Jr. & Scott Hanna 

The much-ballhooed "World Trade Center" isue of Amazing 
Spider-Man lived up tothe ballyhoo. National media atten- 
‘tion drove people to stores in such quantities that a day-one 
sellout occurred, And rarely has it happened for a more 
touching, and appropriate, story. LAST MONTH: NR. 
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PHIL NOTO : is at 
CREDITS Noto has recently started ” Kawa, Peter 
doing covers for DC's Birds of Prey, prelend froseyrelaai 
and contributed to Harley Quinn #16, Hao, Seat 
In addition to a full-time job as polar 
a Walt Disney assistant 
animator, he's the artist on 
Black Buil’s upcoming 
Beoutitl Kile 

WHAT HE DOES Noto has a clean, animated style that 

doesn't sacrifice detail, “I guess my style could be 

desorbed as Kind of reto-ilustration,” he explains. Tis crisp 

feels best exemplified by the striking females Noto draws. 

WHY HE'LL BE HOT Noto's quasi-retro artis perfectly suited to 

Beautiful Kiler, which taps heavily into the current popularity of 

"80s-influenced spy hijinks. With cool gadgets, high 

adventure and beautiul gis, Noto wil be firmly in his element 

QUOTABLE Noto got his break after a start doing online 

sales and commissions, “(DC art director] Mark Chiarello 

was looking for a new cover artist for Birds of Prey.” 

Noto says, “He saw my Website and mentioned it to 

‘Adam Hughes one day. Adam was like, ‘Hey, | know 

that guy. You want his e-mail address?” Ive been 


busy ever since." Ill ADAM PATYK . “ 
MMM BRIGHT OF ‘BEAUTIFUL KILLER 
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fan Bat. 
— wed These are the creators the fans crave. Creators whose name on a cover sells 
fam ths the book. Wizarn’s “Top 10 Creators” lists are derived from a nationwide 
mis survey. Artists include pencilers and painters. 
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ty tite Tade paperbacks annuals one-shots and rape novels are 
found after the regular isting for atte, and ae Bkewise listed __First Appearance of 
alphabetcaly, When at's been used several times for diferent Ml aniv_—_Anniversary issue 
sis, lke Legion of Super-Heroes or Fantastic Four, we fst a 
ries under that tie chronological. 

You'l notice some book listings have color bar. Green 
means i's risen i value; ed fallen in value; be, new issues 
and/or tite listings; and yellow indicates heavy market trading 
activity, yet no change in value since last issue 


ALPHABETICA 
ARRANGEMENT 

‘ter skipping artiles “A “An,” and “The” at the begining ofa 
title, alphabetization is word by word, not letter by letter. Ex: "The 
Amazing Spider-Man” is listed under “Amazing,” but “Batman: 
‘Sword of Azrael comes before “Batman: The Animated Movie” 
because we include the article “The” when its an interior part of 
the tile, All titles starting with "Star,” including “Star Wars,” come 
before ties such as “Stardust” and “Starman” Abbreviations such as 
“Di are listed before titles lke “Dragon” but after tts starting with 
“Doctor” Numeric ties suchas “2098 A." willbe mixed in alphabet 
ically asf the numeral were spelled ut as “Two thousand ninety-nine” 


CAN'T FIND IT? FOR COMPLETE 
GUIDES TO COMIC PRICES & MORE, 
GO TO WWW.WIZARDWORLD.COM 


MAKING THE GRADE 

‘MI prices listed in the Wizato price guide are for Near Mint (NM) condition, Restored comics sell for 
25% of the guide value for their restored grade, Also look for our professionally graded comic guide, 
elsewhere in the magazin 

MINT (11): A fawiess comi, sells formals ofthe value listed inthis guide, 


NEAR MINT/MINT (NM/MT): Appears almost mint, but with a minor flaw, such as a small ding 
‘or stress line on the spin that does nat break color Fetches 200%-500% of guide. 
NEAR MINT+ (NIM-+): Appears almost mint but with two minor flaws as detaled under NM/MT, Fetches 
1254-20086 of guide, 

(NM): Appears almost mint, but with more than two minor flaws as detailed under NM/MT. 
ALL BOOKS LISTED IN THE WIZARD PRICE GUIDE ARE VALUED AT NEAR MINT PRICES. THIS IS THE SAME AS 
‘A8.0 C6C-GRADED BOOK. 


NEAR MINT- (NM-): Just a notch below NM, an extra minor flaw or two may exist, such as @ 
‘/bth-inch or less color flake atthe staple, edge or comer, thet keep this book from being NM. There shoud be na 
‘creases at ths grade, Modem Age: 8086 of guide. Siver Age: 95-1208 of guide. Golden Age: 1008-1508 of guide, 
VERY FINE/NEAR MINT (VF/NM): Minor defect such as a small comer crease or a minor 
colorcracked stress line at spine. Modern Age: 80% of guide. Siver Age: 864-8084 of guide, Golden Age: 
100%%-150% of guide 

VERY FINE+ (VF+): Two defects as detailed under VF/NM. Modem Age: 75% of guide. Silver Age: 
‘804-854 of guide, Golden Age: 854-1258 of guide, 


VERY FINE (VE): More than two defects as detailed under VF/NM. Modern Age: 50% of guide. 


VERY FINE- (VF-), FINE/VERY FINE (F/VE): Multiple detects such as slight creases, 
yellowed pages, minor color flaking and slighty rounded comers, sil maintains cover gloss. Fetches 3546-454 
of guide. 

FINE+ (f+), FINE (F), FINE- (F-), VERY GOOD/FINE (VG/F): 

Excessive defects as detailed under VF-, though no single major defect. Fetches 208-3084 of guide. 

VERY GOOD+ (VG+), VERY GOOD (VG), VERY GOOD- (VG-), GOOD/VERY 
GOOD (G/VG): Excessive defects as detailed under VF- as well as minor tears and stains. Fetches 
T6154 of guide 

GOOD+ (G+), GOOD (GC), FAIR/GOOD (FA/G), FAIR (FA), 
POOR (P): Good books have excessive creases tears and stains and fetch of guide. Far boks have sim- 
ilar defects as well 2 loose pages and chunks missin from cover/intrior and fetch 3% of guide. Poor books 
have similar defects, or missing cover/pages. These sell at 1% of guide and are basicaly “reading” copes. 
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Wolverine #169 

‘Wolves demonic sens Ogun, retums with a 
vengeance! Wobie and Viper hunt him through 
the strets of Macripoor 2s the cisembocied 
‘Ogun jumps from body to body ita gat at 
‘Woherine. In a desperate final confrontation, 
Wole stabs the possessed Viper, ding Ogun 
‘ut for good. Viper agrees to divorce Wolverine 
in exchange for badly needed medical asis- 
tance, but smears shel see Logan dead for it 
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AN & MORE COMIC PRICES GOTO WIZARDWORLD.COM 


If one Captain Marvel is good, 
three are better. 

But don’t mistakenly believe that 
the young sidekicks of Fawcett 
Publications’ most popular hero, 
Captain Marvel, are mere carbon 
copies. First appearing in Whiz 
Comics #25, young Freddy 
Freeman was injured in a battle 
between Captain Marvel and 
Captain Nazi. Later introduced in 
Captain Marvel Adventures #18, 
Mary Marvel is secretly Mary 
Batson, the long-lost sister of Billy 
Batson, who is secretly Captain 
Marvel. Upon learning that they 
were siblings, 

magic word 


became Mary Marvel. The whole 
Marvel family doesn’t have a DC 
book to call home right now but 
continue to pop up in JLA, Titans 
and the Superman books. 
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Let us go back to a time when anything splashed with an “X” in the title was a 
guaranteed smash hit. A time when a ‘Star Wars” sequel sounded like it had pos- 
sibilities. 1991 was a banner year, indeed, A band of Marvel's merry New Mutants, 
led by Cable, re-named themselves X-Force and fought oppression everywhere. 


X-FORCE #8. The newiy revamped Cables making 
‘waves—snap @ peek at Cable's origin story here, 
CURRENT VALUE: $1.75 


A X-FORCE #1 (1991}-Rob Liefeld takes characters he drew in New Mutants and 
Joins them up with his creation Cable, The first issue came with five different collectible 
‘carts: At the height of an investor-driven comic market, it sold nearly 2 million copies, 


B, X-FORCE #10 (1992)-Liefeld shakes things up abit and shows Cable the door. 
‘Apparently, the giant baby needs to go find his smile or something, and leaves the kids 
by themselves, Cannonball takes command and sales take a little downswing, 


C X-FORCE #14 (1992)-Liefeld departs to go and co-found Image Caines, leav- 
ing depressed readers without a reason ta live, Or, not to buy the book. Since the art was 
‘a5 much a selling point as the team itself it takes a gigantic dump in popularity, 


STL) wizard #125 


D, X-FORCE #64 (1997)-Now years removed from Lieeld, and lost amidst a sea 
of X-ttles, Marvel decides to make the book a place for unwanted mutants. Risque? Shat- 
terstar? Fans leave this one on the public bathroom floor. 


E. X-FORCE #102 (2000)-Starting with #102, fan-fave scribe Warren Ells turned 
his considerable talents to mutant-land, Interest was high, but the story itself didn't sat- 
‘isfy. Elis served only as “plotmaster,” not full-fledged scribe, 


F. X-FORCE #116 (2001)-Mike Allred is not the first name that comes to mind 
when you think of mutants, but go figure, Alred, along with writer Peter Milligan, presents 
‘an odd assortment of new characters. Sales and critical acclaim skyrocket. 
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Fra 8 Kes Meter Be Soe Chris Foss 
Jone Cares ot. Comics Heroes & Dragons Megastore 
TBE ann Bet 78 5. So 1963-8 Broad River Rd. 
Seu Ory. tk STS Homewond, Al 35209 Columbia, 6.29210 


(803) 731-4376, 


Rich Conley 

Heroes & Fantasies 
2855 Sots Genstone 14 Pat Booker Rd. 
Springfield, MO 65864 Universal City, TX 78148, 
(417) 882-2283 (210) 945-9884 


Mike Banks Brendan Boyle Dan Veesemeyer 

i Moot Books & Comics Coliseum of Comics Hot Comic & Collectibles. 
5060 N. Central Ave. 4722S, Orange Blossom Trail £5509 Nicolet Ave. So, 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 Orlando, FL 32838 Richfield, MN 55423, 
(602) 277-0787 (407) 240-7882 (612) 798-3936 


ery Ring Ere Thomton Tedd Medevit 
Amazing Fantasy Chiago Comics New Dimension Comics 
4300 Portsmouth Ba 3244 N. Clark St 10560 Re, 19 

Suite 192 Chicago, IL 60657 Cranberry, PA 16066-7520, 
Chesapeake, VA 23321 (713) 528-1983 (124) 716-0433 

(5) 485-8390 


van Matos Bob Brynldson & Nick Post 
Ron MeClure Comic Connection Source Comics & Games 
‘American Camies and Cards ‘21286 Ft Campbell Bhd. 1601 West Larpenteur Ave, 
‘65787 Lee Highway larsville, TN 37042 Falcon Heights, MN 55113 
Chattanooga, TH 37421 (31) 572-9588 (651) 645-0386 
(423) 490-0601, 

David Niska Edward Koslowska 
Brad Bankston Comics & Comix Southwest Comios I! 
‘Austin Books ‘8040 Greenback Ln ‘1607 Avenue F #2 
5002 N, Lamar Bld. Citrus Heights, CA 95610) ‘el Rio, TX 78840 
Austin, TX 78751 (816) 726-8953 (630) 768-1511 
(612) 454-4197 

Ken Fetty Glen Lightfoot 
Bruno Andreacchi Comios Conspiracy ‘Superheroes Unimited 
BA's Comics & Nostalgia TIGA Fremont Ave. 1788 NE 163rd St 
239 Welington St, London Ontario, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 N. Miami, FL 33162 
Canada, NBB2L2 (408) 245-6275, (305) 940-9539, 
(6518) 439-636 

Steve Huber ‘Tom Shea 
Phil Davis Galaxy Comics ‘UColectibies 
B&D Comic Shop 1617 West 12th Street 160 Main St. 
802 Eim St. South West Connersville, IN 47331 Milford, MA O1757 
Roanoke, VA 24016 (165) 825-5919 (608) 473-5874 
(640) 347-6642 

‘Nn Korsunsky Mie Goldstein & ck Carter 
Greg Bennett Golden Apple Tropic Comics 
Big Planet Comics THM Melrose Ave, 1670 NE 163¢d St, 
426 Maple Ave, East Los Angeles, CA 80046 ‘Miami Beach, FL 33162 
Vienna, VA 22180 (323) 658-6047, (305) 940-8700 


(703) 242-0412 
Pat Brower John Donohue 
Brian Kazcki Graham Crackers Wizard World 
Buried Under Comics 69 East Madison Ave. Rockand Center 
188 W. Middle Tumpike Chicago, IL 60603 BLE R59 
Manchester, CT 06040 (12) 629-1810, Nanuet, WY 10954 
(860) 643-7295 (G45) 624-2204 


RETAILER NETWORK: Al Book Exchange in St.Louis, Mo; Back othe Past in Loi, Mich; Bal Book Store in Nphamba, Cli; 
Beyond Comics in Mefor, Ore. Bob's Crds and Comis in Buzzar's Bay, Mass; Book Bar in Jpn, Ma. Book Trader in Mino, 
ND; Bookman’ Used Books in agstaf, riz; C & C Cards & Comics in SL Abans, WV. Cala Card Company in Ek Grave, 
Ca; Cards Coins & Camis in Davenport, loa; Clarks Comics in Hong Kong; Classic Comics in Phindelpia, Pa; Casic Comics 
+#2in Philadephia, Pa; Callectian Conection in Greensor, HC, Caleta’ Word in Anderson, Ind; Comic Archives in Apple Val- 
ley Minn; Comic Case in Trenton, N; Comic Cletor in Rivers, I; Comic Oen in Kew Gardens WY; Comic 

rence, Bish Columbia, Canada; Comic World in Lineal, Ny; Comics, Cards and Stuff nF. Myers, Fla 

Ps in Montgomery Als; Camis Direct in Neil la; Camies Gata in Singapore; Comics Pus in Las Banos, Cat; Comie Pus 
in Miltonn,W.1; Caries Pls in Ooean, Na; Comic Pus in Wanamasa, N;Conios United in Worth Band, Oe; Comix 
More in Ohio, Cali; Dizys Dogut in Clini, Duncanle Bookstore in Duncan, Texas; E + C Boks in Alancs, Ohio; 
Emerald City Comics and Collectibles in Seminole, Fi; Exaiur C's, C's & G's in Texarkana, Texas; Fandon's Comic World of 
Rena in Rene Ne; Fun House Toys & Comis in Orleans, Mass; Golden Empire Bookstore in Bakersfield, Ohio; Golden Unicom 
‘Comics in Hazon Pa; Gypsy Witch Comics in Staunton, Va; Heres and Dragos in Clumbi, S.C: Heroes & Fantasies in Sun Ant 
to, eras; Het Comics Eatin St. Pau Minn; Hudmar iin Martbora, Mas; Independent Comics in Gaines, Fa; J &E Cards 
4 Comics Lt. n Baltimore, Md; Key Comis in Sentsal, 1's Colectile Comics in Seabrook, Md; Lionheart in Ranchos 
Pls Verdes, Cali; Locker Room in East Liverpool Ohi; Ma's Cards in Veron, Conn; Mari's Books & Things in Fredericksburg, 
Vas Mr, Greens Comics in Dublin, Caf; New Age Comics in Chico, Cl; New Time Machine in radentown, Fla; Night Fight in 
Set Lake City, Utah; Nostalgia Zne in Minneapolis, Minn; 000,000 Comix of eho in Bois, sho; Pus Comics in Roanoke, Va; 
Rangelne Comics i Indianapolis, nd; Rhino Supreme Comics & Cards in Ridgefield Park, Wl; Rackabilly Comics in Bevery His, 
‘als Rookbctom Comics in Columb, Mo, Seventh Str Comics & Gifts in Florence, SC; Showcase Collectibles in Aart, Ga; 
‘Showate Comis & Cais in Selden, HL; Southwest Conis in Dal Ro, Texas; 1 Collectibles in Mord, Mass; Taurus Comes in 
Part Huron, Mich; The Card Connection n Columbus, Oia; Te Clubhouse in Encinitas, Cai; The Comic Shop in Oswepe, NY; The 
Drawing Board in Noth Pinfield, N; The Gamer's Den in Washington, Mo; The Main Event in Casa Grande, Ariz; TNT's Como 
Market n Lawrence, Kan; Twin Book Stores in Morehead City, MC; Warens Bookstore in Lecanto, Fla, Wilsans Comics & Cards 
in San Antoni, Texas; Wonder CO's + Cs in Montpelier, Vt; Wonder Years in Apharetta, Ga; Wootland Comics & Cards in 
Wiocdiand, Calf. 
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ecurity. 
That's what you get with comic books that are professionally graded by 


a third party. Take the Comics Guaranty Corporation (CGC), for example. 
‘They'll inspect your comic, assign the book a grade, seal it and encase it ina 
plastic protective holder. Books that have been graded by CGC sell for a premium 
over ungraded books in the same condition because an impartial grade removes 
any doubt buyers or sellers may have about what they're trading, and folks are 
willing to pay for that reassurance. 

This checklist has prices for books that have seen a lot of market attention 
for the past 10 to 15 years, and are now selling as CGC-graded books at the 9.4, 
9.6 and 9.8 grades—for prices usually well above guide price. We've also list- 
ed the Wizarp guide price for comparison. All series are volume one unless 
otherwise indicated. There are grades of 9.9 and 10—however, few books ever 
achieve such high status. Those that do can sell for many times the price of the 
same book with a 9.8 grade. Look for coverage on these hot sellers in our“’Net | 
Gains” section every month. 


COLOR OF MONEY The stip atop every CGC-graded book is one of four colors Yelow: 
"Signature Series" (A book with a CC-certfied signature). Purple: “Restored” (The book has 
been altered after publication to make it appear in better shape than before). Green: 
"Qualified (A book wit a serious defect). Blue: “Universal” (everything else). 
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SNUG AS A BUG After 
rading, every comic is placed 
inside what's called “The 
‘Well"-a plastic sleeve that's 
sealed with light heat. Its real 
tight, but it’s not airtight. 


Resse 


PROTECTION The CGC 
graders all wear gloves 
whenever handling the 
comics they inspect. 
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clear plastic to further protect it against bending or |, 
tearing. You can open it-but thal crack the cor- |“ =A At +4 tid nts cso at 
ners of the case, alerting potential buyers that the 


higher grade. Then CC will give it the higher 
rade, but with a “Qualified” label and an 
explanation ofthe defect. 
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worth. In a Mastronet.com auction held in 
October, Detective Comics #27-the first 
appearance of Batman-sold for a whopping 
‘$278,189 after buyer's premium. And while no one 
‘can say for sure, this is most likely the highest price 
‘paid for a single comic book ever. The comic was 
graded an 8.0 by CGC, contributing to its high price, 
But even more important was that CGC found the 
book to be unrestored. Finding a Golden Age comic 
in such fine condition without any restoration is 
(practically unheard of. Ungraded, the same comic 
usually nets about $220,000. In the same auction, a 
CGC 8.0 Superman # ashcan, one of only two known 
to exist and also unrestored, fetched $31,390, An 
ashcan isa black-and-white, rare prototype of a comic, 
usually made to secure copyrights. Il JUSTIN JONES 


‘Kudos to C6C's Steve Borock and Paul Litch. 
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ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN #1/2 


BY BRIAN i BENDIS AND MARK BAGLEY 
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G isines have grown into a hot collectibles market because most are 
Sinade with outstanding quality and rarely lose value. Just think: 
Most of these statues are made with the same material that your 
bathroom is made of! (And they are probably cleaner, too!) All prices, 
by the way, include the original packaging. 


NOTE: The abbreviations CCP, Br and 
‘es stand for cold-cast porcelain, 
‘bronze and resin, respectively. All 
listings are by company. 
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‘KUBERT: 


MORE MARVEL GUESTS TO BE ANNOUNCED! 


PHILADELPHIA 


KEVIN SMITH 
an ye DIXON 


BART SEARS ‘JACKSON GUICE 


JOE JUSKO GREG LAND’ WAND MORE! 
AMANDA CONNER 
JIMMY PALMIOTTI 


Many, many more : 
special guests will © | aN 


—— 
be announced soon! [= 
MARVES P| DER; MAN #1/2 


UE 


~ 


on TIGKETS1-800- 690- 1669 


Payment must be included with all orders. Send a check Tickets ae sent via first class mai fo ll orders received 
or money order payable to Entertainment Conventions, by 4/26/02, Al orders received after that date and through 
or pay by credit card. We accept Visa, MasterCard, 5/3/02 ill be held for pickup atthe door. ll orders received 
American Express and Discover. Credit card orders must after 8/3/02 will not be processed and returned to sender. 


“} include the cardholder's name, the complete card For travel and hotel information, call Tzell Travel at 
umber and expiration date. With payment, please send 800-865-9038 ext. 666. 
your name, address, and the specific days that you will All advance ticket orders will receive a FREE Wizard 


be attending to: Wizard World East 2002, PO. Box 656 World ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN Exclusive comic book by 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. For the fastest service Brian Michael Bendis and Mark Bagely along with early 
onder online at www.wizardworld.com., admission on Saturday and Sunday. 


=r WITAROWORLD. COM oe 


‘VESTS SHBJEE TO CUNGE, Ward EAST™ 2. © 200 WC a Whereas Spidr San ™= 2001 Ware Characters lights 


—_  G& CONS 


jhese listings are as accurate as we can get ‘em, but Wizard always 

xecommends phoning ahead before you attend an event—show infor- 
mation sometimes changes after we go to press. With that in mind, it’s 
time for all you comic-hungry hordes to go conventioneering! 


CALIFORNIA 


EVERY WED. & EVERY SAT. 

CITY OF INDUSTRY 
FRANK & SON COLLECTIBLE WAREHOUSE, 
19649 E. San Jose Ave. Over 150 dealer tables @ 
$48 each, FREE admission, FREE parking, Wed 
4pm-9:30pm & Sat: 10am-Spm. This show will fea- 
ture a wide selection of comics, toys, action fig- 
ures, Beanie Babies, Hot Wheels, non-sports cards, 
Star Wars, Star Trek, and much more. We'll have 
a TWO-DAY CHRISTMAS SHOW ON DECEMBER 
22 AND 23. For info & directions call Frankie @ 
909-444-7955 or 909-444-7956. Visit our Website 
@wwwis-collectibles.com. 


JANUARY 13, LOS ANGELES 
LOS ANGELES COMIC BOOK & SCIENCE 
FICTION CONVENTION, Shrine Auditorium 
Expo Center, 700 West 32nd St. $5 admission, 
10am-Spm, THE LARGEST AND LONGEST 
RUNNING MONTHLY CONVENTION ON THE 
WEST COAST! A dealers room full of golden and 
silver age and new comic books, toys, action 
figures, movie memorabilia, Star Wars and Star 
‘Trek toys, non-sports and sports trading cards, 
Beanie Babies, Pokémon Collectibles, Japanese 
animation merchandise and Hong Kong movie 
videos. Special quests featured every mont 
For mort formation contact Bruce Schwartz, 
2319-A West Olive Ave. Burbank, CA 91506 
or call 818-954-8432 or check Website at 
‘www.comicbookscifi com. 


FLORIDA 


FEBRUARY 22-24, ORLANDO 
MEGACON 2002, THE SOUTHEAST'S PREMIER 
COMIC BOOK, ANIME, GAMING AND MULTI- 
MEDIA CONVENTION. Orange County 
Convention Center. With over 100,000+ square 
ft. of exhibit space MegaCon offers the finest 
publishers, dealers, two continuous showing anime 
rooms, movie previews, costume contests 
amateur robot contest, over 100 sanctioned 
gaming tracks and a Saturday night actor auction 
with rare and one-of-a kind comic book art and 
memorabilia, MEGACON'S SPECIAL GUEST OF 
HONOR IS ACCLAIMED FILM WRITER/ 
DIRECTOR KEVIN SMITH. Other media quests will 
be available from Angel, Farscape, Star Wars 
Babylon 5, Lost in Space, Aliens and Buck Rogers. 
Friday and Saturday ONLY WWF's MTV Reality 
Show Al Snow will make an appearance. Comic 
ook guests include Brian Michael Bendis, Geor: 
Perez, Sergio Aragones, Michael Avon Oeming, 
Greg Rucka, Barry Windsor Smith, Mark Waid, 
Bernie Wrightson, David Mack, Greg Land, Butch 
Guice, Joseph Michael Linsner, John Romita Sr. 
plus hundreds more, For more information call 
813-891-1702 or visit www.megaconvention.com 


GEORGIA 
7 7 


ATLANTA COMIC CONVENTION, Marriot Hotel 
Century Center (1-85 to exit 91 Clairmont Road) for 
directions ONLY call Marri 25-0000 
Dealer tables are SOLD OUT, $4 admission, Ilam- 
Spm. 60 tables with over 1 million comics, 
toys, cards, gaming, videos, Star Wars, Star Trek, 
Japanimation, Dragonball, etc. $500 prize 


giveaway. Guests for the show: GEORGE LOWE. 


voice of “Space Ghost Coast to Coast," ERIC 
POWELL (tentative), artist of Buffy the Vampire 


Slayer and Angel mini-series, Hulk and Black 


Panther, more will be announced. For more 
information call Wes @ 404-361-7682, 


JANUARY 6 & MARCH 3, 
BRIDGEVIEW 
COMICS AND MORE SHOW, Oremus Center 
(@blocks west of Harlem Ave. at 79th & Oketo), 8 
tables @ $35 each, $2 admission, Setup: 7:30am 
9pm, Open: Sam-2pm. Toys, Comics, Pokémon, 
Diecast, Action Figures, Beanies, Starting Lineups, 
Non-Sport and Sports Cards. Contact: John Leary 
@ (708) 423-1758 


JANUARY 27, GURNEE 
GURNEE COMIC BOOK AND COLLECTIBLES 
Gurnee, 6161 W. Grand 
Ave. Across the street from Gurnee Mills Mall. 25, 


6 ft tables available @ $30 each, 10am to 3pm 


Libasci, phone (847)336-9963, 
or e-mail mortari_2000@yahoo.com. Contact us 
for more information. 


JANUARY 27, DES MOINES 
DES MOINES COMIC AND COLLECTIBLES 
CONVENTION, Ramada Inn, 5055 Meerle Hay 
Road (in Johnston exit 131 off of1-80/36), Admission 
is FREE, 10am to 4pm. Ifyou mention this Wizard 
Advertisement you can get something cool FREE 
Contact Alan @ 309-657-1599 for more info. 


MARYLAND 


FEBRUARY 3, GLEN BURNIE 
COMIC BOOK & NON SPORTS CARD SHOW. 
presented by Clandestine Comics. Holiday inn 
6323 Ritchie Hwy (exit 3B off 1695 make U-tum at 
first available intersection) $2.50 admission, 
children under 7 FREE, l1am-4pm, Dealers will 
be Selling-Trading-Buying Golden Age to the 
present, CCG, MTG, magazines, Anime, action 
figures, original art and much more. For dealer 
information call Fred Edeson @ 410-569-8357 or 
CLANDESTINECOMIC@HOTMAIL.COM, 


JANUARY 6, FEBUARY TBA, 
BORDENTOWN 

This show is easy to get to from anywhere in NJ 

NY or Philly, so come on out! Comic books gold, 


silver, moder (this is the only show you can 
see veteran comic dealer Pat McCaulsen 
at!) non-sports, beanies, guest artists, Magic 


(including tourney), prizes, free comics, wow! 


Bordentown Armory, Rt, 206, just 1/2-mile 
north of Turnpike exit 7. (609) 448-7585 or 


mehaud@home.com for info. 


JANUARY 13, FEBUARY 10, 
CLIFTON 


CLIFTON CON 


Ave. to Main. From NYC the bus stops at the door), 
30, 6ft tables @ $45 each, FREE admission! 10am. 


4pm, Northern New Jersey's longest running show! 


IC BOOK EXPO, Community 
Recreation Center, 1232 Main Ave. (Rt. 46 to Piaget 


Comics from GA to present! No minimum bid 
auction @ 11:30. Trivia contests at 1:30 for over 


$100 in comics! Great dealers! Great deals! 
Past guests have included major writers 
artists. Call JP @ 973-783-0608 for updates or 
e-mail: pugprdctns@aol.con 


JANUARY 27, WAYNE 
WAYNE COMIC BOOK EXPO, Wayne Holiday Inn, 
Rt, 46 Service Rd. (Off Rt. 23 South near 
Willowbrook Mall). 30, &t tables @ $60 each, $2 
admission (kids under 6 and 2nd parent 
FREE), Easy, FREE parking, 10am-4pm, PUG 
BOOKS given out throughout the day as door 
prizes! Comics from GA to present at great prices! 
The East Coast's best and friendliest dealers 
without the NYC hassle! Two no minimum bid 

auctions! For updates call JP @ 973-783-0608 or 
pugprdctns@aol.com. 


JANUARY 20, PORTSMOUTH 
SEACOAST COLLECTABLE SHOW, Yokens 
Restaurant Convention Center, 95 North to exit 
Route 1 South 2 miles. Over 100 Dealer Tables, 
$3 admission, kids FREE with adults, 9am-3pm, 
‘This show will feature a wide selection of new and 
old comics, cards, non-sport, Beanie Babies, action 
figures, Star Wars, Star Trek, and Magic. For more 
information and directions contact: Chris’ Cards 
and Comics at 603-474-2283. 


JANUARY 13, PHILADELPHIA 
PHILADELPHIA COMIC-CON, Holiday Inn, 10th 
St. & Packer Ave., exit 350 off I-76 or exit 19 off 
1.95 (follow signs to Packer), From NJ, take Walt 
Whitman Bridge to second exit after toll plaza (exit 
46), 48 tables are 1/S65 or 2/$125, 10am-4pm 
Philadelphia's longest-running all-comic show is 
also the best value as you get in for only $3 ($2 
when you mention WIZARD), plus FREE parking! 
Besides comics from the 1940s to this week, our 
dealers (from 6 states) also will be selling, 
buying and trading non-sports cards, Japanimation 
videos, Mage Knight and other related collectibles. 

reat giveaways every hour including $100 in 
show cash given away throughout the day for any 
merchandise at the show! Special guests to be 
announced so visit your local comic shop for a 
flyer or call our hotline the weekend of the show 
for the latest update. Contact Derek Woywood of 
Collectors Comics at 856-782-0817 


FEBRUARY 10, 
McLEANIVIENNA 
(WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA) 
CAPITAL ASSOCIATES MONTHLY COMIC, TOY 
& CCG SHOW, Tysons Corner Westpark 
Hotel, 8401 Westpark Drive, McLean, VA 
Directions: Take exit 47(Route 7 West) 0 
1-495, 1/2 mile, hotel is on right. (Directions 
103-734-2800). 90 vendor tables 1st table $85, 
2nd table $80, 3rd + $75, $3 admission, 
children under 5 FREE, 10am-4pm, FREE 
parking, Buy, Sell, Trade: CCG, Gold, Silver, & 
New Comics, independents, Horror, Sci-Fi, 
anime, DVDs, figures, toys, posters, T-shirts, 
original artwork, non-sports cards, etc 
Guests: call. Jeff Rocen 703-912-1993, 
http://members.aol.com/comicshow, comic 
show@aol.com. 


TTENTION! 


Use Wizard's magic to help advertise your 
comic book event or retail location, call 
Karen Evora @ 845-268-3907 before the 10th 
of each month, 2-3 months in advance of 
show date. No comic book pricing or 900#. 


QUOTIENT 


INTELLIBENCE 


BooK 


"imJapanese).We've  Usagi—all of the questions will be phrased in the form of 

thismonth—thesamu- a haiku, the Japanese poetry form that follows a pattern 

sagi Yojimbo! But we're putting _laid out in lines of 5-7-5 syllables. Good luck, gaijin; you're 
9 pay tribute tothe honorable _ going to need it for this C.B.-Haiku! 


D) Red Sonja’s Grooming Tips 
for Wearing Chainmail Bikinis 


2. What sort of creature 
{s Usagis friend, the sword 
For hire called Gen? 


3. The sword of the gods 
‘Which gives ruling power to 
Wielder is called what? 

A) Grass Hopper 

B) Grasscutter 

C) Dragon's Tooth 

D) Ginsu-it slices, dices, cuts 
and chops! 


4. Usagi has a 
son we know as Jotaro. 
{s this TRUE or FALSE? 


slays oe aos ig es a dopa OH OUR 
‘VL 'N04 995,204 295 pang, sua y apa eo ay em) 


5. What Japanese word 
Describes what Usagi does 
For his employment? 


6. What creepy creature 
Does Sakai use to portray 
Komori ninja? 

A) Spiders 

B) Rats 

C) Bats 

D) Pokémon 


Lae 
A\Y 7. Honorable friend: 


Of Usagi is? 
\) ‘A) Miyamoto 
B) Yamamoto 
C) Mr. Moto 
D) Sony-Samsung-Toyota-Nissan 


8. The thief Kitsune 
Gave Usagi his crescent 
Scar, CORRECT or NOT? 


Sago amn0p ny yO GE Um e597 908) “SAMY Wa 
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GUESS THE NAME & ORIGIN OF THIS MONTH'S LOSER 


Hamilton Bartlett-Jones was a member of one of London's 
emost prosperous and historic families, but when his family 
name became tarnished by scandal, he used his fortune to estab- 
lish a criminal empire and took on the guise of 
THE MASTERMIND! 
A raging drunk, womanizer and part-time drug abuser, Mal- 
‘ecolm Ruggles stumbled across a mystic totem that granted 
him near-omnipotence, ultimate power which he now uses to redeem. 
himself and protect the world as the refined avenger known as 
THE DANDY! 


Jonathan Cheval worked in an optics shop 
ewhere he invented special lenses that 
could harness all sorts of radiation and energies 
which he used to become the criminal menace 
called THE MONOCLE! 
When Tony Stark wants his helmet shined, 
ssLex Luthor requires his dome buffed or 
the Hulk needs his tolet unclogged, the cry goes 
out for Emerson P. Brooks, super-manservant-for- 
hire named THE BUTLER! 
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WELCOME TO 


MISCELLANEOUS 


STUFF! 


IT, ADVERTISE HERE! 


JAPANESE IMPORTS & WHOLESALE 
400 products on stock - Monthly catalog 
Fast Shipping -TOYS & MERCHANDISE 

Tel: 619-407-4009 customer service 
retail online @ www.samurs 


-COMIC BOOKS-TOYS-CARDS- 
WE WILL BUY YOUR 
ENTIRE COLLECTION 

OR WAREHOUSE! 


CASH PAYMENTS ON THE SPOT! 
HIGHEST PRICES PAID! 


NEATSTUFF COLLECTIBLES 
66 GRAND AVE., SUITE 201 
ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 
1-800-903-7246 
neatstuffcollectibles.com 
ineatstuffcollectibles@yahoo.com| 


Looking for back issues or new comics? 
ty TOP SHELF COMICS, ph: (207) 947-4939 
25 Central St. Bong, ‘ME 04401 
Visit our extensive on-line catalog www.tcomics.com 


acadtada yd ade ddd 


§Control YOUR World! 


Online ordering forthe serious 

; collector at worldcomics.com gg a 

¥en NE 62nd Ave., Suite 13 
Vancouver, WA 98661 

3% 5 (360) 695-4689 


AAAARRRRRRRRRRRE RD 


comnts Special 14-week Sub. Offer 
a ae 14 weekly issues Only $9.98! 
(Comic News, Info. & Grading every week! 
caii 800-258-0929 
Mention Offer: 
ABABRW 


£(-7-) wizard #125 


Want more business? Wizard has a million 
readers with $42 billion, $600 million in 
spending power...GET YOUR PIECE OF 


i Los Angeles, CA 90064 
» ACTORComicFund.org 


J 
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CONTACT: 
Karen Evora 

Sales Operations Director 

Wizard Entertainment Advertising 

181 Wells Avenue 

Congers, NY 10820 

tel: (845) 268-3907 x144 

fax: (848) 268-8386 

email: FullPage1 @wizardworld.com 


- | 
~_J 
2S 


ALEX ROSS MARVEL BUSTS 
BOWEN MARVEL BUSTS 
TRANSFORMERS BUSTS 
+All numbers 500 or below. 
‘*Join a club and reserve your low 
numbered statue. 


*Have same low number 
‘throughout series. 


ONLY AVAILABLE HERE 
. ComicStatues.com 


CREATE YOUR OWN 
COMICS 
WITH BLUE LINE™ 
ART SUPPLIES 
Plus Showcase Sealers™, 
Mylar® Protective Sleeves, 
Acid-Free Boards, 
Boxes and Morel 
WWW.BCEMYLAR.COM 
BILL COLE ENTERPRISES, INC 
Randolph Ma 02368.0060 
‘email:bcemylar@cwbusiness.com 


Check out the 


CARTOONIST SUPPLY DEPOT! 


www. kubertsworld.com 


or call 800-343-4792 
for a free catalog! 


4 COMIC COLLECTORS, g 


Why pay retail or 
even wholesale prices? 
Amazing dealsin our free monthly auction 
catalog. Golden Age, Silver Age to the 
hottest modern comics on the market. Also 
allange stock faction figures and non-sports 
cards! All comics awarded to the highest, 
bidder. The catalog also consists of other 
collectibles. non-sportscards, sportscards, 
autographs, stamps, coins, railroad ete. 
Return rate <5 lots per 15,000. Over 10,000 
Tots every issue. 
CALL FOR FREE CATALOG 
1-800-364-2948 x300 
www.JamesJReeves.com 


JAMES J. REEVES 
‘Must be 18 yrs. old or have parental permission 


A GOLDEN AGE 


: Support ACTOR, the only charitable 

fund dedicated to helping yesterday's» 
comic creators in need. For more 
information or to send donations: s 
ACTOR 7 
11301 Olympic Blvd., #587 


acjJOR 


BULLPEN uu 


PARTY TILL YOU PUKE! 


we pee as mes cet bev 
Cem af are wath over 10 party 
ta 3 


There's no party 
in history as tt 


and shoes, rolled up in his Gl. Joe sleeping bag on Editorial Director Matt Senreich’s floor. 
4) Woe Editor Brian Cunningham's new extreme haircut (it’s five inches tall if you just add gel!) 


ing 40-mile-an-hour winds without moving. 


3) One young female guest taking a picture of her chest with one of our disposable cameras. (Thanks 


for the memories!) 

2) Staff Writer Casey Seijas 
wearing a wild black wig and silk 
kimono to play Chairman Kaga 
in our version of “Iron Ch 

1) The cooking battle 
between Iron Chef Southern 
(Staff Writer Mike Cotton) and 
challenger Wells ended in Wells 
being declared the winner, even 
though Cotton tried sabotaging 
his dish with twigs, beer and a 


Glo-Stick! MoCallum and Mike “Iron Chef Southern” Cotton! 


COMICS’ GREATEST MYSTERIES. ..REVEALED! 
Wolverine’s origin finally told! Snake-Eyes’ face revealed for the first time! The 
identity of Writer X unveiled! The hoax of the ntry! We pick 
and rank the Top 10 greatest mysteries ever rev in comics, and exam- 
ine some other riddles that have yet to be answered 


IRON WANNABES (From left) Wizard staffers Mel “Iron 
Chef Samoan,” Pat “Iron Chef Lactose Intolerant 


NAN WEAR +126 


TAKING A WIZ 


WIZARD EDGE 

This special takes a closer look at some of the 
coolest publishers producing comics today, 
including Dark Horse, CrossGen, Oni Press, 
Alternative Comics and Top Shelf Productions, 
just to name a few. All your favorite indepen- 
dent creators are covered as well—check out 
‘the Jim Mahfood “Basic Training,” Frank Cho's 
sketchbook, a Milk and Cheese “Last Page” 
written by Evan Dorkin and a Barry Ween “Strip 
Tease” by Judd Winick! 

On sale Jan. 23 in comic shops 
On sale Feb. 5 everywhere 


TOYFARE #55 

It’s our year-end, “Best of the Best” ish, where we 
choose the best toys in dozens of different cate- 
gories-best sculpting, best likeness, best toy line, 
ete. Plus, what will win the coveted title of Best Toy 
of 20017 

On sale Jan. 9 in comic shops 
On sale Jan. 22 everywhere 


INQUEST GAMER #82 
Presenting the best anime games. ...of all time! 
What will be No. 1-Gundami? Pokémon? Dragan 
Ball 22 Ooo, we're all tingly with anticipation! Plus, 
preview of Magic's Twisted Torment, featuring 
some of the most diabolical, extreme cards 
ever produced! 

On sale Jan. 1in comic shops 
On sale Jan. 15 everywhere 


AVAILABLE 


‘PILGRIM’ PREVIEW 
Garth Ennis’ first Just A Pilgrim mini-series for Black Bull kicked ass, as a 
Bible-quoting former cannibal led a band of setters across a post-apocalyptic 
d. Check out this eight-page preview of the sequel, Just A Pigrim: 
Garden of Eden by Ennis and Carlos Ezquerra! 


SPIDER-MAN BONANZA 

two big hankin’ Spdey-centric features this month! Firs, a si-page 
Tim Sale and Jeph Loeb's new upcoming mini-series, Spider-Man: Blu! 
On top of that, we've gota buttload of pages filled with exclusive photos and 
surprises from the “Spider-Man” move! 


CHECKING IN WITH CHUCK 

Now that fan-fave writer Chuck Dixon has landed at CrossGen, we check in with 
the former Bat-scribe to find out what he's got cooking in that sunny, far away 
paradise men call Tampa (home of the Sigi-makers). 
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THENHOTSEAT 


KELLY: What's that? 


Uh...you mean like SUPEFMAN in a brawl? 


Oh! We slip that in every once and a while. If you look back, 
Perry White gets more action than Ja Rule on Viagra. 


Yeah, Isaw “MIallrats.” 


Already wearing one, thanks. 


Gutter clutch! It's an Old English cuss word. 


Anyone who'll buy my comics...please buy my books! 


What's the No. 1 book? 


I'd kill them then. It'll free up some space on the Top 
100 list. 


‘Well, the last job I had was as a drivers ed. instruct 
I'm not sure I could do that again. Maybe POF N? 
Maybe specialized porn: "Scrawny, Hairy White Guys 
Who Never Close the Deal"? 


Well, not so much anymore but it used to be those damn 
Oompa Loompas... 


Yeah, they really used to freak me out. Then my daughter started 
loving that movie and it wasn't cool for daddy to be scared of the “ 
Oompa Loompa. You can’t be a wuss in front of your kid. 

I'd say the “The Fisher King.” 

No, not at all. I believe you're thinking of “The Prince of Tides.” 


llove “Twin Peaks.” 


Naw, as long as they don’t look like Oompa Loompas, I'm cool. 


‘VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE RT: ToonAn. com 
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